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Xhitrkt of yem-Torif w. ^ 

He it RBitsif bexss, That on the lecond 

day of March, in the twenty-ninth year of 

(Seal) the Independence o£ the United States of 

America* Tbonuu and yamet Sv)ordt, of the 

ssud Districty.have depouted in this office the 

title of a book» tiie right whereof they daim as proprietors^ 

in the words following, to wit : 

*' The Life of Samuel Johnsost, B. D. the first Preti* 
^dent of King** Mlege, in Ifew-Tori. Containing many 
** interesting Anteiateai a general View of the State of 
** SetigUm and Learning in Connecticut during the former 
*' Part of the last Century ; and an Account of the Instito* 
<< tion and Rise of Tdle CoOeget Connecticut; and of £ti^« 
•^ (now: CdumbiaJ CoUegtf New-York. By Thomas Brad- 
>' BURY Chaudlkb, D. D. formerly Rector of St. John'a 
<' Church, Elizabetfa^Town, New-Jersey. To which is 8^« 
*' ded, an Appendix, contsuning many original Letters^ 
** never before- published, from Bishop Bxrkblzt, Arch<^ 
** bishop SxoKSB, Bishep Lowth>, and others,, to I>r. 

" JOBJISON.. 

** Interetie ecUun ReiraMicse exinhno, vt exempla nditim Tirontm Literis 
** mandeotiir, et ad aliomm liye imitacionem live admonitionem Biv« 
^ opprobram prsponannir. 

« JV. Bintiamt dt vita t» moribtu J. Burtaiii*" 



In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the said 
United States, entitled, " An Act for the Encouragement 
^ of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts, 
« and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such Copies,. 
*^ during the Times therein mentioned." 

EDWARD DUNSCOMB, 
derJt <fikc Hittrict ^Ntm-VarJu 
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Advertisement. 

The following Life of Dr. Johnson 
was prepared for the press by Dr. 
Chandler before the commence-, 
ment of the late Revolution; but that 
event arrested its publication. How- 
ever humble may be the early annals 
of his country, they should be inter- 
esting to every American; and what- 
ever tends to throw light upon them 
should be deemed worthy of preser- 
vation. Under this impression these 
Memoirs are presented to the public 
by the person into whose hands the 
original manuscript ha« at length 
fallen. 

New-Tork, March 1, 1801'. 
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JLIR- Samuel Johnson, die first President of 
King's College, in New^Tork, was bom at GmU 
ford, in Connecticut, October 14, 1696. His fa- 
dier Samuel, and his grand-father William, 
were both persons of reputation, and successively 
lyeacons of the Church in that town, which was 
formed on the CongregatioruU plan, at that time 
almost universally received throughout the New- 
England colonies. His great-grand«>father Ro- 
bert, came from Kingston upon Hull, in Tork^ 
shire, and was one of the first setders of Nexv' 
Hfxoen, about the year 1637. He was probably 
of the same family with Johnson, the associate 
of Robert Brown, the father of the BrcrCbmsts. 
Samuel Johnson, the subject of this memoir, 
was taught to read, when very young, by his 
grand-father, who was uncommonly fond of him, 
as he appeared to be a child of a remarkably fine 

B 



2 Life of Dr. Johnson. 

genius and disposition. Before he wa^ix years 
old, at which tin^c his graad-fatber died, he wa$ 
observed to have an inquisitive turn, and to dis* 
cover an eager curiosity to see and learn all that 
could be showA or taug^ him* At this early 
. ; : • .•petiod: loeeting-with-a bopk •in-whkb tlj^re firtrt 
- •* •soh)e*^e;^fHPK;.wbrdsVheVas.impfttie]itly*desi^ 
of knowing their meaning; but, to his great mor- 
tification, he found none who were able to infotm 
him. He was only toid, diat these words be» 
Icxiged to the kuiguage that was used by Moses 
and the Presets, and vbl whkh the Old Testa* 
H&e&t was originally writteB. From this time he 
became earaesdy desbeus of kaming Hebrew^ 
ttid after he was. ae<|uaifited widi it, it affbcded 
him peculiar pkgsure throufj^ the whole of hia 
Kfe, tn consequence of such promising vyvu^ 
toms, his graad^&ther proposed that he should 
be educated in the college, then sJjout So be erects 
ed in the colony. 

Upon ihe old gentleman's dea^, however, the 
father seems tp have dropt that design for aco»« 
sideraBle time; but after a trial* of four or fiv» 
. years, finding that his son's fandac^ss- &»* books 
was unconquerable, and that it was iippossUtfe 
lo reconcile him to the thoug^s of any other 
businjBss, he at length determitied' toxompty wids 



what waft fuUy diacovered to \yt his natural d&h 
|K>&itioB. f 

The adiocd m Guiffhrd at thirt time vras kept 
1^ Mn Eliot, a man of parta, and aftenvards 
•f mwdtk eminence in the countiy, of uriiom the 
reader will hear frequently in the sequd* To this 
«cliool 3^TBig JoHHfiON was aettty m the eleventh 
^*ear of his i^e, where he made great progress 
ia Latin, and was happy in hi&.master's aSection^ 
Aot, iuifiM4umitely fer him, before the year ex-*- 
pired, Mr.. Eliot 1^ the sdhool, and settled 
St KiUingrvorth as a preacher: so that with an 
impadence ia lesffn, whidt had been increased 
by this promising beginning, he was left without 
an instructor. After a while he was sent to 
Ihrtk'Middiei&tm^ aad pvt under the care of 
4he Miniver oi the pbctf but this man was so 
wretdiedly qualified for the business of instruct- 
ing, and was so ignorant of Latin, that his pupil 
«ould learn irom him little or nothing. Dr. 
JofiNsoM often lam^lied his loss of time here, 
At such a season of life; although the whole 
amounted to no more than half a year. 

Upon his return to Guilfbrd he was at first put 
under the care of one Mr. Chapman, a tolerable 
instructor; and after some time he had the good 
fortune to fall into die hands of Mr. James, 
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who, having^ been educated in En^and, was an 
excellent classical scholar. Under him he made 
such progress in Latin and Greek, that by the 
time he was fourteen years of age he was judged 
to be well fitted for the college, which was then 
at SaybrooL 

Mr* Notes, his first tutor at college, had some 
little knowledge of Hebrew; and as young Mr. 
JoBNsoN, after keeping way with his class in tl^ 
appointed academical course, had considerable 
time to spare, he devoted it to Hebrew, which 
soon became his fevourite study. He pursued 
his other studies under the direction of Mr. Fisk, 
a tutor whom he respected; and took his degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1714. 

Learning seems to have been at its lowest ebb 
in the country about this period. Among the 
first settlers of Connecticut^ there were several 
persons who had received a regular education at 
the universities in England, said were distinguish- 
ed by their learning and abilities ; at the head of 
this list appear the venerable names of Daven^- 
PORT, Hooker, Blackman, Stone, Sec. But 
this set of men were gone off the stage, and were 
succeeded by others, who had only such an edu- 
cation as a new country afforded, while but little 
attention could be paid to literature, and while 
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ibe adKaitug^ Son obtaining it w«re pi)ppertioiii>. 
9^ly ^miL The gip^aX d^Sc|ei)cy ef ihe country 
in point of learning was hardly known or sus- 
pected till the cdlfige was erected; but dien it 
a^jveared in too strong and faring a light to be 
any longer a matter of dispute* 

Tlbiie be4^ ashp}ars m the colony were at the 
he^d of this institution; They were thoroughly 
engaged in estsMishing its reputation and in- 
terest; they msaked' out the plsoi of education; 
they i^^inted the instructors; and every thing 
vas conducted according to tJieir directicHi: yet, 
^ter all, die figure it made wa9 b\^ rude and awk- 
ward* For paiany years the vtinost that was gene* 
Tally atte^ipted at the co&ege, in classical learning, 
^vas to canatnie five or six of TuBy'3 Orations, as 
many books of Virg^ and part only of the Greek 
Testanvent, wi& some chapters of tibe Hebrew 
Pssdten Conunon arithmetic, and a little sur^ 
veying, were tl^e ne plus ultra of mathematical 
acquirements. The logic, metaphysics, and 
ethics ihat were then tauj^t, w:ere entangled in 
ithe fichokkstic cpl2iy;ebs of a {ew p^try systems, 
that ^ould now be ladd by 9s proper food for 
wonns. Indeed, at the time when Mr. Johnson 
^^k his BQfih0lor*s degree di^ students had heard 
4^ a cert^ new and strange philpsophy that was 

B5 
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in vogue in England^ and the names of De# 
Cartes, Boti^e, Locke, and Newton,^ hud 

• The g;reat in)prov«inentfi 5n ieaming:, and the rapid 
progress in science that were made in Eur<^ in the course 
of the seventeenth century, were chiefly owing to the light 
and directions held out by Loid Verulam, one of the 

freatest geniuses that ever arose for the instruction of man- 
ind. In particidar, this incomparable person contributed 
so eminently to the improvements that were made in nati> 
ral philosophy, that the important service he did to this 
branch ^i learning, to say itothing of others whicli were 
equally indebted to him, would hav« l*en sufficient to 
lender the name of Bacon immortal. •• He opened the 
•' eyes of those who had been led blindfold by the dubious 
•* authority of traditionary systems, and the uncertain direc- 
" tory of hypothesis and conjecture. He led them to na- 
** ture, that they might consult that oracle directly and near 
«* at hand, and receive her answers ; and, by the introduc- 
«• tion of experimental inquiry, he placed philosoi)hy upon a 
" new and solid basis. It was thus, undoubtedly, that he 
" removed the prejudices of former times, which* led men 
" to consider ail human knowledge as circumscribed within 
•« the bounds of 6ie«k and Latin erudition, and an ac- 
" quaintance with the more elegant and liberal arts ; and 
" thus, in fhe vast regions of nature, he opened scenes of 
«• instruction and science, which, although hithert.0 unknown 
" or. disregarded, were infinitdy more noble and sublime, 
*« and much more piDductivc of solid nourishmesnt to the 
" minds of the wise, than that kind of learning that was in 
** vogue before his time." See Mosueim's Ecde». Hut, by 
Dr. Macclaine, vt)l. iv. p. 259 of the second edition. See 
also Biog. Brit. Art. BaCon. <• . . 

It was exactly vnpsfa his plan that the Ro^ Soaetyin 
England! that Galilei, in ifo/y; that Gassenci, in France/ 
that Tycho Brahe, in Denmark g that Keplbb, Hevelius 
and Leibnijz, in Germany; and the two Bernoulli, in 
Switzerland, proceeded; and. in consequence of pursuing 
bis direction* as far as was practicable, they made such im- 
provements and discmeries in mathematical and philosophi- 
cal knowledge as justly astonished the learned world. But 
to all this the people in Connecticta were entire strangers. 
They knew nothing of the state of learning, at this period, 
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Teached them; btxt they were not suffered tb 
-dimk that any vaktdble improvements weref to be 
expected fiom philosophical innovatioiis* They 
were told that a new philosophy would soon 
bring in a new divinity, and corrupt the pure 
religion of the country; 2mi it was not intended 
that they should vary the breadth of a hair from 
Ames's MediJla and Ckises of Conscience^ and 
Wolkbius. The Trustees had been careful to 
establirii these as the standard of ordiodoxy and 
true theology as- soon as they were authorised to 
act: for at a meeting on the 11th of November, 
iroi, hdd at Soifbr&oky they- appointed for their 
^rst and most fundamental rule— -^ That the 
*^ Rector take specisd care, as of the moral be- 
^ haviour of the students at^ aU times, so with 
^^ industry to instruct and ground them- well in 
*^ theoretical divinity^ and, to that end, shall 
^ neidier by himself^ nor by any other person 
*^ whomsoever, allow them to be instructed and 
** grounded in iany other system or synopsis of 
^ divinity than such as the said Trustees do order 
*^ and appoint: but sl^ take effectual care that 
. '^ the said students be weekly (at such seasons as 

but as it existed near a century back, before tt had been or- 
ganized, quickened, and directed by Che penetrating genius 
of Sir Frakcis Bagom. 
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^^ fate #hqdl #ee cauae to apfioiai:) caused' memof l> 
*^ ter ^ i^Qil^ the 4f^mM^^ Qa^cbiam ia Lati^ 

^ or Q9l}se ^ 4>e hm^i frppAltiiw ^ linite, eiicb 

'^^ siejAt im 4^ pnacifde^ of lijbe dHiad^o PfD- 

The ^tnj^t^ b^mg cQflip^iUed to »»Gve m 
)}i^fi4& Ikeraiy md 4h€^]Qgj^ ta^RMagdb^ coi^ 
viAe favit onisU ptQgvess ill u^e^^ Aiid« 

iodaed, had id^ey not bcmi ^im^ xMc»mi»cA\xd$ 
dtkeir c^qpoftuakks {for imjax^iQKxvont wens imoGWr 
^idecabk* There 'W.eiie np hodcs in ttie coim- 
^ hut ftuch a» wjere kopoDlted mti Ait first 
.{SKSttlers^ Hfigr « oentiuy Jbefore, and which urere 
•{M;Miabe4 before learning was methodiaed and 
«e£nedibaa(i the rubbiah and dross of the achooi- 
men; it was looked ^^lon as .tin;ie wefl employ-* 
€d, and, aU ithings considered, perhaps it jrealty 
was, ftr those who were desirous /of soaking a 
figUTj^ m IcAnungtoxlraw up a synqpsas or abridge 
.ment :Cf some of those .dd English or Dutch 
systems which the country s^rded. In this way 

• See Mr. Chap's MUlory of X<sh SgH^f P- ^^^ 
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Mr. JOHKSON wstt eminent; smd he went so far 
as to venture upon drawktg up a small but gene^ 
id system of all the parts of learning within his 
reach, in which the numerous scholastic dis* 
tinctions and definitions were duly adjusted and 
arranged. 

He was now thought an adept, and he himself 
had no small opinion- of his own abilities as a 
scholar^ But after a year or two he met with a 
book, which his curiosity prompted him to pui^ 
chase. This was Lord Bacon's InsUmraiU 
JtbgfiOy or Advancement of Learnings and per- 
haps the only copy that was dien in die countryt 
He sat down to it with great eagerness; and as 
his tove of knowledge and truth was his ruling 
passion, he endeavoured to divest his mind of 
^ prejudice, and to study that great work'widi 
the utmost impartiality and candour; The care- 
ful reading of such a book «o<m brought down 
an his towering imaginations, and reduced him 
to a low opinion of his own abilities. In short, 
everything appeared new to him, and he seemed 
to himself like a person, to use his own expres- 
sion, ^ suddenly emerging out of the glimmer 
of twilight into the full sunshine of open day." 

About this time some presents of modem 
books were made to the college libraxy. The 
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cdlectkn cent met hf Mr. Dummer^ whb wasi 
agent fcrdk&cdoiiy, ^nounted to 800 volumes;: 
io irinch coKectkm niaay MnkKBt Mrritere of dae 
C^cdi of Engbnd, both lasymieA and clergy- 
xaon) oootrUduted, by giving a set of their owik 
works; particularly Sir Isaac Newton, Str- 

Mecsaiuo BxACKHOSis^ Sir Richard Stsei^e,. 

* 

Sr* BoRjiXT, Dr. Woodwaed, Dr* Hajli;.eT| 
Dr. fiiarrLET, and Dr. Kenket. Mr. Johii^ 
MM tfaent embraced, widi inexpifessfble {ikasiHv^ 
dae opportunity of readiog the works of our best 
£iigiididivinea^.philoso|)ka», and poets. AmoD^ 
other audMrs, he carefially i(ead the works of tfae^ 
great Dvs. Baeilow, Patrick, South, Toi- 
LOTSOK, Sharp, Scott, Whitby, and Sher- 
ish::k^ To ooe mhis aitttatipn, aH this was fika- 
a flood of day breaking inri^pon bis mkid. 

Under these new admantages, one woiild inub- 
gme that the general HleiiLry state, both of the 
couDtiy and the ocdl^ge, woidd waosk have put 
on 9L new and %etter appearance. Yet Mr. Joioi- 
aoair oba^ves., ^at but ^ery few disoovered an 
inohnaticnior cniiosily toconsviltaivir of liie above*- 
Bseotioned excoUeat wrtlers, <es:o^ Messrs. Cut^* 
]LEE, £liot, Hart, WsiTTEtsET, Wetmars,. 
Beqwv, and himself^ Mr. Cutler was edu- 
Mted at Barvard C^e^« ia Qfmirf^e, gradu« 



aiedm ITOd, and hadCls^jir^^vri^no^oidifl^ 
ftt S^atjcrd wt 1710^ wlKve he' eonkinued^ ta 
iiig^ esteeo^. as the paddi Miobfei^* Afeiiara* 
Wx^miQiiii and Bftomi weee Mr. Johii«o»'«. 
«laB8>*«Mites at colleger tbi» otfaerr wcffe youngs 
ministeiB. in some, ol die soeig^sjxnisitig towQ9^ 
andoMilnBd disb readii^ dtuefy t0 the wnMrs 
» theology*. Their commott fondneas. for dier 
«ew hbrary oftesi hromg^ dnew gendes^en to« 
^^edwr, ^d occaamMd diew to. enter into a paty 
tieidar acqszasntgiice aod eorreqxMKideiice widnoner 
another* Of dtese Worthy a^sociastea, Mr. Johhn 
mfa» and Mr. Browit esatcred uilo die closest 
league of £rieiidahtp; and they joined togodier 
in study mg dte philosofdiets as. well as die di^ 
vines. Th^ also read the cbtaics in some of 
the best editions. 

In X71& die college at Soybr&ok was in no 
small dbinger of tweaking to pieces. The acfao** 
hm entertained so. mean an opinion of theiv 
tutors, diat they de6|>Bed diem, and refused 
to pay diem any mariss of re^ct, openly com«i 
pUniag diat they could Lesxa nothing from 
^sui^ teachers. At length most 'of them, one 
3i(br ^lother,. went off, seeking for better in* 
ataructkxi, which, indeed, it was difficult to find* 
Those belongffig to die tavna €» Cormectiaa 
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River joined together, under the direction of 
Messrs. Woodbridge and Buckingham, Mi« 
nisters at Hartford^ who were Trustees of die 
c(Aege. These two gentlemen being desirous 
of obtaining a removal of die ccdlege from «S«^ 
brook to WeathersfiM^ in dieir own netghbouiv 
hood, persuaded Messrs. Williams and Smith 
to set up a collegiate school at Weathersfieldy to 
which all the young gendemen above*mentioiied 
speedily resorted; while some, who belonged 
to die towns on die sea-shore, put themselves 
under the tuition of Mr. Johnson, at GtdlforjsL 

This occasioned a general meeting of the 
Trustees. The majority of diat board, together 
widi Mr. Saltqnstall, the Governor of die 
colony, were for establishing the college in New» 
Haven; but, as the academical schism was so 
great, they diou^ it expedient to refer the mat>> 
ter to the General Court (or meeting of die Go- 
vernor, Council and AssemUy), which was to 
be held at New^Haoen in October, 1716. 

Accordingly, when the matter came to a hear- 
ing before the General Court, it was found that 
a majority of both houses was for establishiiig^ 
the college in Neiv^Hcmen; and during that veiy 
session an act of assembly was passed for that 
purpose. The Trustees, who approved of this 
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removal, proceeded unanimously to choose Mr. 
Johnson, who was no more than twenty years 
of age, to be one of the tutors; and, with a view 
of reconciling the party at Weathersfeld^ they 
af^inted Mr. Smith to be the other. A sub- 
soij^on was immediately set forward, to raise 
money for the purpose of erecting a college; 
and an architect from Boston was proctured to 
conduct the biulcbng. 

All this was very mortifying to the Weathers* 
field party. However, Mr. Johnson was com- 
xnjssioned by the Trustees to wait on Mr. Smith, 
and to prevail with him, if possible, to come 
over to the established college, and bring his 
scholars with him. But Smith proved to be 
inexorable, as were all the party; being resolved 
to continue and support their schism' at all ha- 
zards. They occasioned, for some time, no 
small disturbance in the colony. The students 
along the sea coast, however, came together at 
New^Heeoen^ to the number of near twenty ; and 
Mr. Johnson began his course of instruction 
there, assisted by Mr. Notes, the Minister of 
the town. 

Thus both parties were resolyed firmly to 
maintain their ground. The party at Weathers^ 
field was obstinate, and went on in all the fonns 

C 
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of a regular college. At length they held a 
public commencement, and gave degrees, Sep- 
tember 12, 171 r, (which was the same day on 
' which die college held its first comnMacement in 
New^HcBoen) in direct opposition to the act of 
the whole legislature of the colony* At die 
commencement in New^Haoen^ Mr. Johnskht, 
with some others of his class, received the degree 
of Master of Arts; and the Trustees chose his 
dear friend, Mr. Browk, to be joined with him 
in taking charge of the college. 

These two amiable and worthy young gentle* 
men could hardly wish to be more agreeably situ* 
ated. Happy in each other, having the same 
turn of mind, the same disposition of heart, the 
same thirst for knowledge, widi the inestimable 
treasures of the new library now in their hands, 
they united their endeavours to enlarge the 
minds, and improve the taste, c^ their pupils, 
by the helps of those lights wfaidi had but lately 
appeared above dieir horizon. The^introduced 
the study of Mr. Locke and Sir Isaac Newtok 
as fast as they could, and, in order to under- 
stand the latter, the study of mathematics. Till 
now the Ptolemaic system of die worid was as 
stvangly believed as the holy scriptures; but 
^y were soon able to overthrow it, and to esta- 



Life of Dr. Johnsotu 15? 

blish on its ruins the doctrine of Copernicus* 
Some opposition would probably have been made 
ta diese innovations; .but it was a favourable 
circumstance that the disputes concerning the 
college engrossed the public attention. 

Mr. Johnson had a strong desire of entering 
into the depths of Sir Isaac Newton's jJiiloso- 
phy, but was not furnished with a sufficient de* 
gree of mathematical knowledge, to the study of 
m^ich branch of learning he had unhappily 
been averse. Yet finding it necessary to so 
fevourite and impcxtant a design, be resolved to 
endeavour to conquer that aversion. This he 
effiscted by a diligent and resolute amplication; 
and in the course of lus studying them, the 
mathematics, which before had been his aver« 
si<m, afforded him a pleasure that was new and 
exquisite. 

The college at New^Htmen gained strength 
and reputation daily, and the building went on 
vigorously^ so that by the latter end of the year 
1718 several apartments were finished; and Mr. 
Johnson was the first that lodged and set up 
house«>keeping in the college. Mr. Brown soon 
after fdlowed his example. 

The government had hitherto connived at the 
^'eiUherafield htfaon^ (for so it now deserved to 
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be called) hoping it would die away of itself j 
but at length the Assembly thought proper to pass 
an act, enjoining all the scholars to repair to the 
established college. The delinquents made an 
appearance of submission, coming all in a body; 
but it was soon discovered that they had no good 
intention. They pretended to be dissatisfied 
with every thing, and made all the mischief they 
could; and after about six weeks they went back 
to Weathersfield. At the next general Assembly 
the difference was compromised by this agree- 
ment: — That, in case the scholars would return 
to their duty, and abide at New^Hctoen^ the de- 
grees that had been given at Weathersfield should 
be confirmed, and a state-house should be built 
at Hartford^ at the public expense. Upon this 
the faction expired, and the scholars came and 
lived ^t NeW'Hctoen; but they proved to be a 
very vicious and turbulent set of fellows, as 
might naturally be expected from the part they 
had acted in opposition to the govenunent. 

The college had hitherto been only under the 
management of tutors, without a resident Rector 
or President. Mr. Andrew, the Minister at 
Milford^ was the Rector at that time, and took 
all the care of it that he could at the distance of 
ten miles; and he presided at»the commence- 
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mentt. But now i^ resident Rector was thought 
necessary; and he not inclining to remove from 
Jlilfordy at his advanced time of life, the Trus- 
tees chose Mr» Timothy Ctttler, who had 
been ten years the Miniver at Stratford^ and 
was the most celebrated preacher in the colony, 
to succeed to the Rector's chair, and to take the 
college under his immediate inspection. This 
gendeman was universally allowed to be well 
qualified for the station, being a man of genius 
and application, of integrity and resolution. With 
him the tutors were very happy, and the college 
prospered under his administration. After his 
coming to reside at NeW'-ITaoeny Mr. Johnson 
continued there no longer than a year. 

^He had always intended, with the concurrence 
and s^probation of his friends, to become a 
preacher of the gospel; and, therefore, at the 
earnest solicitations of the people at WesUHaoen^ 
but four mites distant from the college, he con^ 
sented to fix himself there in diat station, and was 
set apart to the ministry March 20, 1720, in the 

m 

twenty-fourth year of his age. He had met with 
much better o£fers in some respects, but he was 
not governed by mercenary motives. His grand 
point in view was to im{»x>ve his own mind in 
knowledge, in order to be more usefbl to man^- 

C2 
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kind; and, therefore, for the sake of bemg so 
near the coHege and its library,, and his friends 
Mr. Cutler and Mr. Brown, he gave this 
place the preference, although it had but litdc 
to recommend it; and he was extremely happ^ 
in this situation. 

Mr. Johnson was always of a serious and de^ 
vout turn of mind, but averse to every appear- 
ance of enthusiasm; and he never could be 
thoroughly reconciled to the practice of public 
extempore praying and preachings which he 
looked upon as the great engines of enthusiasm. 
When at college he had conceived an avemon 
to extempore prayers, by observing the use that 
was made of them there, and the tendency of 
this practice to promote self-conceit and spiritual 
pride. The scholars, in his time, frequendy 
held private meetings for prayer; and those of 
them that had acquired something of a talent at 
extempore praying could not forbear appearing 
vain of it: one, in particular, who was allowed 
to excel in that way, had the vanity frequendy 
to boast of his gifts. On the other hand, 3ome 
modest young gentlemen, of good sense and fair 
character, who wanted the assurance to pray in 
this manner, were discountenanced and despised* 
Mr. Johnson also could not help frequently ob* 
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seirving many familiar, impertinent, and inde» 
cent, and sometimes almost blasplhemous ex* 
pressions, that were uttered on these occasions,^ 
wluch were shocking to him, and gave him an 
early dislike to extempore praying. From such 
observations he could not avoid making the con- 
clusion, that it would be much better to have 
our prayers pre-composed, widi due care and 
attention. 

In 1715 he happened to meet with Archbishop 
King's discourse. Of the Inventions of Men in 
the Worship of Godj which confirmed him in 
his opinion* That excellent writer proved, with 
an evidence that Mr. Johnson thought but litde 
short of demonstration, that public worship car- 
ried on in the extempore way, was wrong and 
utucriptural; and that pre-conceived, well-com* 
posed forms of prayer were infinitely preferable. 
They. show a much greater reverence to the 
Divine Majesty ; and in the use of them there is 
no occasion to rack our invention in finding what 
to say, or to exercise our minds in ascertaining 
the meaning and propriety of what is said, as 
is necessarily the case in extempore prayers. 
When a form of prayer is used, we have nothing 
else to do than to oiFer up our hearts with our 
words, which, indeed, is the only proper busi« 
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ness of prayer* He had beoi educated QiidiH^ 
strong prejudices against the Church of Eng* 
land, of which he knew but very little; but the 
next year (IHG) the Book of Commton Prayer 
was, for the ftrst time, p»t kito hia hands, bjr 
one Mn Smithson, a pious member of the 
Church, >who had lately setd^d in GmlforA 
On perusing the Liturgy, he found that it chid^ 
consisted of a very judicious collection of ses* 
timents and expressions out pf the hoiy scrip- 
tures ; and these he had always reverenced and 
loved. This inspection, together with Hr* 
King's book before-mentioned, caused aU his 
prejudices against the Liturgy of the Churdi of 
England entirely to vanish. 

Mr. Johnson had, likewise, been always mui^h 
embarrassed with Ae rigid Cahimstkal doc- 
trmes in which he had been from his infiEmcy in-^ 
structed. He thought himself bound to believe 
them, because every body else did, and because 
some sounds in scripture seemed to favour them : 
but then, as many passages in scripture appeared, 
at the same time, to be utterly inconsistent with 
&em, he never could be perfecdy reconciled to 
these opinions. When di^ libraiy came over, 
and after he and his associates had read and 
considered the writings of some of the most ce* 
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lebrated divines of the Church of England, and 
conversed together freely on these subjects, they 
had the unspeakable satisfaction of being able to 
remove all their doubts ai^d objections, and of 
obtaining rest to their minds, which had been 
long agitated and wearied with the perplexities 
that attended their inquiries. However, the 
times were such, that they found it necessary, to 
be very cautious in these matters, and to keep 
their thoughts much to themselves. 
• Mr. JoHNsoir had also an early dislike to the 
itdependent or Congregational form of church 
government, in which the people have so much 
Muence. This, as weH as extempore prayer, 
he plainly perceived to be productive of conceited- 
ness and self-sufficiency, and, by natural con- 
sequence, of censoriousness and uncharitable- 
ness. The discipline was often applied to the 
mere frailties of nature, or prostituted to the 
purposes of private revenge, and issued com- 
monly in great animosities, and sometimes in 
the most virulent separations and schisms; He 
was of opinion, that such a popular form of eccle- 
siastical discipline could not long subsist in such 
a manner as to answer the main ends of govern- 
ment; but must, from the very nature of it, 
ioon crumble to pieces, especially in a country 
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where every individual seeiQed to think hi8-o#nf 
judgment infallible. Observations of this kind 
prepared him, when he came to read and to un^ 
derstand the nature of Episcopal government^ 
to see its reasonableness and the great advant^ 
ages that attend it« 

Such was the state of Mr. Johnson's mind 
when he setded at WesUHctoen. It may, there* 
fore, be well supposed, that it vrould then have 
been much more agreeable to him to have been 
ordained in die Episcopal than in the Congrega- 
tional way; and this, he informs us, was really 
the case. But although he thought it eligible ia 
most circumstances, yet he did not thizdc it ne- 
cessaiy, in point of duty, as he was then situ* 
ated, to conform to the Church. Accordingly 
he made himself ea&y, and went on in the ]»tv 
secutioa of his studies, and in the discharge of 
parochial duties, not appearing to vary from the 
customs of his country.-V^ 

Notwithstanding, with regard to his public 
performances, his method was peculiar. As to 
his prayers, he commonly made use of forms, 
which he pirovided for himself in die best manner 
he could, and chiefly out of the Liturgy of die 
Church of England. And as to sermons, his 
practice was to write about one a month, taking 
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ttme to render die composition as perfect as pos- 
Bible; while he contented himself at other times 
widi carefully reading the sermons of Dr. Bar- 
how and some other celebrated preachers, minut* 
kig down onlf die heads of their discourses, and 
expressing the sense of his author in language of 
his own, as he was able to command it at the time 
of. speaking. In this way, while he greatly im- 
proved his niad, he acquired a facility of expres- 
sing himself on any sid>ject. His composkig no 
mcnre than one sermon a xnonth was by no means 
the effect of indolence, or an aversion to business ; 
but merely of a regular plan that he had formed 
for rendering himself as useful as possible. The 
attainments he had hitherto made in literature 
he now considered in the light of a foundation 
only, on which he conceived it was his duty to 
rsuse the highest ipiprovements he was able to 
make. Accordingly he pursued his studies with 
intense apjdication and ardour of mind; notneg- 
lectmg die classics, mathematics, physics and 
mets^ysics, yet devoting himself chiefly to divi- 
nity^ ethics, and history both sacred and profane. 
In the coozse of his inquiries, the doctrines 
and facts of the Primitive Church, among other 
things, came under his examination* With re- 
gard to this subject he ccaisulted freely with his 
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friends above-mentioned, who often met toge^ 
ther at the college, or at one another's places of 
abode. The result of these conversations and 
inquiries was, that they could see but little le- 
semblance of the Primitive Church in the disci* 
pline and worship that were established among 
them; and that the Church of England appeared 
to them, in its general constitution, to come the 
nearest to the purity and perfectioniof the first 
ages of Christianity of any church upon earth. 

But those conferences, which had hitherto 
been so agreeable, began now to be productive 
of uneasiness and anxiety. These gentlemen 
became unhappy, on finding themselves in a state 
■o very different, in many respects, and parti- 
cularly with regard to ecclesiastical government^ 
from that of the Primitive Church. How to 
conduct themselves in this case they could hardly 
determine. They all loved their country, and 
were gready respected by it; being esteemed, in 
point both of moral character and literary ac- 
complishments, the most considerable persona 
of their years belonging to the colony. It there- 
fore pained them to think of forming conclusions 
which they knew would be distressmg to their 
friends, and offensive to the country in general* 

On considering these things^ they resplved to 
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«et themiselvcB down tx> re-examine the subject, 
being desirous of continuing in their present 
'Wtty^ if it couM be done with a quiet conscience. 
They formed a resolution) however, to act ho- 
nesdy and impartially, axKl to read the best 
books on both sides of the question^ Accord- 
ingly they carefaily compared together what was 
ofered by Hoadly and Calamt in their long 
controversy on dte subject: th«y put into the 
opposite scalels Sir PetsR' King^s Inquiry and 
Slater'b Original Draught: they then exa- 
mined Potter on Church Governments to which 
no answer has been attempted; «id Mr. John- 
^o» i«ad several of the earliest afid best fathers, 
in their original languages. The eiFect was, that 
ftom ^t facts i$i scripture^ compared with those 
<if the Primitive Churchy it 2q>peared plain to 
diem that the Episcopal government was univer* 
s^3j estsd>Ii^ed by the Apostles wherever tliey 
propagated Chnstianit^; ti^at through the first 
cixier of the ministiy, called Bishops, the power ^ 
of the priesthood was to be conveyed from the 
great Head of the Church; and, although Pres- 
byters preached and administered the sacraments, ^ 
yet that no act of ordination and go^rnment^ for 
several ag^s^f was ever allowed to he lawful^ with- 
end a, Bishop at the head of the Presbytery. AH 

D 
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this appeared as evident, fraud the "universal 
testimony of the Church, as the true canon ^ 
scripture itself. It was therefore iiApossible for 
them, after this inquiry, not tp suspect, not only 
the regularity^ but even the lawfukiess and vn- 
kdiiy of their own ordination. 

At this period the Church of England had 
scarcely any existence in Connecticut* There 
were, indeed, about thirty families at Stratford^ 
chiefly from Engkatd^ who professed themselves 
members of it, and who had applied to tlie society 
for a Minister; and thiat venerable body, in 
consequence of this application, <)fdered Mr* 
PiGOT, whom diey had taken into their ser- 
vice, to reside at Stratford for a few months. 
While he was there, Mr. Johnson waited cm 
him, in June, 1722, and, in the course of con* 
versation, invited him to make a visit to the 
college; to which he consented^ and apporated 
the day. Mr. Johnson gave notice of this 
to his friends, and they agreed to meet him 
there on that occasicm. On the day appointed 
they all met at the college ; and these gentlemen^ 
in their conversation widi Mr. Pigot, did no 
more than express their charity and veneration 
for the Chmxh of England ; but this was^so un-> 
expected, and so agreeable to Mr. Pigot, that 
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he could tiot forbear giving some hints of it 
among his people at Stratford. 

By this time the frequent meetings, and the 
great intimacy of these gentlemen, began to be 
noticed, and became the subject of si^culation. 
Some suspected that they were about to aposta- 
tize into Arnumanism, which was* looked upon 
as one of the vilest heresies; and odiers v/ent 
so far as not oifly to utter their own suspicions^ 
but to raise and propagate several false reports 
concerning the principles of these gentlemen. 
In short, by the commencement following, in the 
month of September, the whole country was in 
att alarm, asd many people came to New^Hceoent, 
exacting some strange occurrences. 

The Trustees of the college, who highly 
esteemed all the gendemen, did not doubt but 
they would be able to dear diemselves of every 
unfiivourable suspicion. Accordingly, the day 
after the commencenient, diey sent for them, 
with no other expectation, and with a view of 
removing the dark apprehensions of the people. 
They were all requested to meet the Trustees 
ia the college library; upon which Mr. Cutler, 
Mr. Hart, Mr. Eliot, Mn Whittelbev, 
!Mr. Wetmore, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Brown, 
zxiade their s^pearance. The examination was 
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formal -, and they were desired, from tlie youngest 
to the eldest, to declare the true state oi the 
case about which diey were questioned. The 
declaration of some of them was, that they doubted 
the validity of Presbyterian ordination ; and of 
the others, that they were fully persuaded of the 
invalidity of it* The Trustees were struck with 
astonishment, and expressed the utmost grief and 
concern* They desired that the declaration might 
he given them in writing; which was accordingly 
done. In return, the Trustees sent them a pa* 
per, in which Aey entreated them to consider 
the matter again with greater attention^ and, if 
possible, to get over their scruples, or, at worst, 
to desist. This was in September, 1722, and 
the General Assembly was to sit in the October 
following. 

In this interim. Governor Saltonstall, who 
liai an esteem and afFection for these gendemen, 
and was desirous of reclaiming them from their 
errors, proposed that they and the Trustcea 
should meet together, and argue the points in si 
friendly manner, in his presence. They accord- 
ingly met and disputed ; and he *acted the part 
of a moderator with great candour and polite- 
ness. 

The debate, for a considerable time, was ma* 
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naged with decency by bothparties; but it soon 
appeared, that diey did not come together under 
equal advants^s. The subject was in a great 
measure new to the Trustees, who had never 
much considered, or studied the points in con- 
ffotesay; but, on the other side, the advocates 
&fr the Church had weig^d and examined them 
with the utmost care, and were at no loss for 
answers to every objection. The principal argu- 
ment that wasv advanced by the former, was taken 
from the promiscuous use o£ the words Bishop 
and Presbf^er^ in. the New Testament. But 
the latter, in their reply, took notice, that men 
might wrangle for ever about the meaning of 
words, and therefore they urged that, in the 
case before them, the surest^ and safest way was 
to have recourse to facts.- Now the facts to 
which they appealed were the evident superin* 
tendency of Timothy over the clergy, as well 
as laity, at Ephesus-^-^t Titus, in Crete^-^oi 
the Angeb, in the seven churches of Asia^ &c« 
That these &cts were righdy stated, was evident, 
as they contended, from, the testimony of the 
very next writers after the Apostles, and of 
succeeding writers for several ages, as well as 
from the authentic history of those times, with- 
out; exception* 

D2 
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Mr« Je&HtON noi die parallel, as to matter of 
evidence, bettreen the fact of E^acopactfy ami 
tbe JEicts of mfant i/aftism and the fratday.sab^ 
kahj as the xnatter i^ipe&red from the Hg^ of 
Idstorf. He observed tor his opponents, that fae 
conceived tbsy were rig^t in their reafmihgSk 
eottcemiiig'de ttro latter points; but that encfihr 
Ae same leasonmg^ inoald conclode mutk more 
fiinibljr in&roitrof tfaefisrmcr^and, therefore^ 
if they mould be coasuiesit, that they must either 
fecehe JS^mcofiacy^ or rgeet tufani baptism and 
the first ikttf oaibaik* He went on, and declared 
kis fidl conviction and belief^ from every kind 
of iaforuwt iog he could gain, that dieie never 
was a time, tiD latteriy, ki which, if he had acted 
in opposition to Episcopacy, a» Atmv^ did, he 
would not have been excommsMneatcd for a he* 
retic and schinnadc, as AEitttTs was* He con*^ 
eluded with saying, diat he had such arcTerence 
fer t)ie i^^nse and practice- of the ancient Churchy 
that he couidfindno way of making liitnself easy 
while he neglected to fi^ow it« This defence 
ef Episcopacy by Mr* Johnson, exeiting siome 
irritating remarks frem the odier party, Gorer* 
nor Saltonstall put an end to the oenftrence^ 

Three of die gendemen who a|^ared on the 
side df the Church, although they could repdl 
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tlie atgumoito of their oppottenls^ yettrere not 
able to widiatand the attemate reproacheft and 
entreadea of tbeir friends. At length they were 
so lucky aft to cfocover bouk wsyof getu&gover 
^ir scra}desy and tibey coitfiacied m their sta^ 
tttasr^lring to a good old age^ tmaxteax m tbdr 
pt-ofessioii^ and iiiBdi.3ss{)ectcd by their eoiiiitry« 
And it ban oftea been observed fA them, to their 
bonoiuv that, amidst all the amttoveraies in 
which the Church ^ras engaged dtirisg their 
Eves, i3cmy were never known to act, or say, or 
iaamuate, imy thuig to her disadvant^^ie. 
. As to Messrs. Cutlsa and B&owir, (die lbr« 
sner prendsnt of. the cGJOege, and the latter a 
tutor in it,) and Mr. Jobhson^ they were de* 
tenomed'to go forward. They had taken can 
beforehand, gradually to prepare their fnends 
for the event, and had reconciled them to it^ 
in a great mea$ure, by means of the books 
which they had put mto their hands, and peiv 
snaded thc;m to read* Accordbgly, after kat^ 
noflUy resigning dieir reqiective pbces, in a few 
days they set out far Boston^ proposmg to en^ 
bark fl-om thence fox' Engkaul^ to obtain Holy 
Orders in the Church* Mr. WstHon^ followed 
them in a few monifas. 
Whfio Mi^ loiBMON jfiook leasrp of his peopli^ 
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whom he greadjr loved, he affectionately toU 
them,' that if tliey could see reason to coiiform 
to the Church <^ England, he would never leave 
them; but after obtaining such ordination as he 
thought to be necessaiy, that he would return to 
them again in the character of their MinistA 
But, with such aaoSer they were unable to com- 
ply, notwithstanding their esteem for him. He 
eiq)08tulated with them^ and uiTged them seri* 
ously to consider the matter. Among oth^ 
* things he said, that they had hitherto professed 
to admire his preadiing, and especially his 
prayers. And, indeed, his prayers were so much 
admired by people in general, .that it was com* 
mon for persons belongmg to the neighbouring 
parishes to come to WesUHavcny on purpose to 
bear them. Now he tcJd them that his instruc- 
tions and prayers had all along been taken from 
the Church of England; and that they ought to 
be esteemed as much, after this circumstance was 
known, as they had been bef(»e. This declara- 
tion gready surprised them: however, no more 
than four or five of them could then be recon- 
ciled to receive him in the Orders of the Church. 
After a few days, therefore, he took his final 
leave of them, and proceeded on his journey to 
Bo^on^ in company with Messrs. Cutleb and 
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Brown. At Shode^Jkbad mA Biatony Aejr we^e 
treated vifh all possible respect fay d&e members 
of the Church* At Boston they were about 
to erect a new churdi, and this was offered to 
MnCtTTLsa. The g^ntkmendiere also engaged 
a passage for die diree associates in a skip diat 
was just ready to sail; and, at didr own expense^ 
fixmished diem widi every thii^ diat might be 
needful or useftd to them during the voyage. 
After spending dbout a week m Bostatij iincf 
embarked on the 5di of Nbveiid>er. 

They arrived in the Dofuma^ after a rough and 
stormy passage, and hmded at Mamsgate on the 
lifiik ci December; whence they went the saaoe 
iscy to Canterkiry* There they were obliged to 
wait three days for the stagecoach; and an op* 
portohity was thus afiUtded diem of seeing die 
chief curiosities of that ancient and venerable 
chy« The day after dieir arrival diey attended 
divine "service at die Cathedral Church. Hers 
every diing was new and surprising to them. 
The magnificence of die building, the solemnity 
of the service, and the music that attended it, 
all conspired to fill diem with admiration and 
exquisite pleasure. ' 

They had no introductcny letters to any persons 
in Ckuitifbury; however, on their request diey 
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werr iiitroduGed to the Dean, who was the leara^ 
cd aad excellent Dn Stanhope. When tbev 
came to the Deanry^ they sent in word, by the 
servant, that they were gendemen from Ame- 
rica, come over for Holy Orders^ who were de- 
sitx>uso£ paying their respects to the Dean. The- 
Dean himself came- immediately to the door^ 
took them, by the hand, and, to their surprise, 
said, *' Come in gentlemen ;> you are very weU 
" come*. I know j'wi weHj for we have just 
^^ been reading your declaradon for die Church."- 
It seemS) the declaration, with dieir names an- 
n^ed to it, had got into the Londm papers^ 
and the Dean, with a number of Prebendarietf 
who dined with him, were at that ins^nt readinj^ 
it». The company treated them widi gi«at 
friendship and respect, and desired to hear iroax 
them their whole story. This was circumstanti«i 
ally told, and the evening was spent agreeably 
on bodi sides. 

The next day the Dean,, who was then tOt set 
out for Loruhn^ took his leave of them for the 
present, giving them his advice and diiection ;- 
and aitenrards hje did them, many kind offices^ 
as he had opportunity. While they continued 
in Canterburyji they were hg*ppy in the notice ahd 
frie9dship of the Sub4)eao, Mn Cosx^zir, and 
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of ^e Prebendaries, especially Dr. Ghandoroe, 
irho was Chaplsun to the Earl of Thanet. This 
gentleman, some months afterwards^ meeting 
them in Land&n^ took them to his lodgings, and 
counted out to each of them ten guineas, which 
Mras a present from the Earl, his patrcm, for the 
purchase of books; and afterwards he procured 
from his Lordship forty pounds mca-e for Mr. 
Cutler's church. 

On commg to London they were received with 
all possible kindness by Dr. Robinson, the Bi- 
shc^ of London^ and by the Society for the Propa* 
ga^sm of the Gospel: And it was readily agreed, 
that Mr., Cutler should be sent to the new 
church in Boston; Mr. Brown to Bristol^ in 
Ntw^Engkmd^ a mission that was vacant; and 
Mr. Johnson to Stratford; and that Mr. Pigot 
should be fixed at Providence. The two Arch- 
bishops, Dr. Wake and Sir William Dawes, 
the latter especially, received them with parental 
afiection. Many gentlemen were fond of com- 
mencing an acquaintance with them, particularly 
Dn King, Master of the Charter^House; Dr. 
AsTRY, the Treasurer of St. Paulas; Dr. Ber- 
lUKAN, then Chaplain to die Bishop of London; 
and the Chaplain^s brother, Mr. John Berri- 
KAi«, a most worthy Clergyman. With diem 
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Mr* JoBHBOH afterw^EUPcb mamttiitied a kmg 
friendly ccnrespondeiice by ktten, bat more 
especudly with Dr. Astrt and Mr. Bx&rimaii« 

WhSe die three candidfttes were preparing far 
ordil»tion, and going on with great dbpabch, 
Mr. CxjTLfik was taken ill of the snudkpox^ and 
had it severely; bat by God^s goodness he reco» 
vca^d. This caused their ordination to be de* 
ferred till the latter end of March ; when, by 
lett^:^ dimissoiy froni the Bishop of tandotiy 
Dr. RoBiNsoK, near the pduit of death, to Dr. 
G&EEK, then Bishop of Ntnrwich^ and Rector of 
St. Mstrtinsy they were ordained by the latter, 
first Deacons, and then Priests, in Si. Mdrtki^ 
Church. They now proposed shordy to make a 
visit to Oxford. But widiiin a week Mr. Browk 
was seized with die snudt-poxy which proved 
fatal to him! He expired on Easter^Eve-'^o 
the great loss of the Church, and the inexpres- 
siUe grief of his two friends, especially of Mr« 
JoHMsoK. He was universally aBowed, by all 
competent judges, to be one of the most pn>- 
mising young men dutt his country had ever 
pn)duci$d. 

In the begriming of May Mr. CirrLEti :uid 
Mr. Johnson, in prosecution of their former 
intentfonsy went to Oxford. On dieir arrival, 
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Aey fotoid that their friend, Dr. Abtrt, had 
procured from the universitjr the degree of Doc* 
tor in Divinity for Mr. Cutler, and that of 
Muter of Arts for Mr. Johnsok, and diat the 
d^^hmas were prepared: diese were respectflill]^ 
presented to them by Dr. Shippek, the Vice^ 
Chanceiior. The kindness and politeness with 
which they were treated by ihe heads and fdlowa 
of the houses in general, exceeded iheir highest 
espectations. These gentlemen all seemed to 
study what could be done to increase the happi-i 
ness of these American visitants. On this occa-* 
sum, Dr. Dklaune, President of St. Jokr^s Col- 
lege, and Dr. John Burton, Fellow of Corpua 
Christiy with whom Mr. Johnson afterwards 
held a correspondence, particularly distinguished 
themselvf s by their acts of friendship. 

After spehding a most delightful fortnight at 
Oxfordj^Dr. Cutler and Mr. Johnson returned 
to London: and, in the beginning of June, they 
made a visit to the university of Cktmbridge^ 
where Dr. Snape was Vice-chancellor^ and where 
they were admitted to the same degrees^ and 
treated in the same respectful manner as at Ox^ 
ford. Mr. Wetmore, who had lately arrived in 
England^ accompanied them in this tour. After 
pending a fortnight at this university, they came 

£ 
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back to the metropolis. The remainder of die 
time, before their embarkation for America^ was 
employed in conversing with their friends, in 
seeing the curiosities in and about London^ \and 
in making short excursions to Windsor^ Mamp^ 
toft'Courty Greenwich^' &c. &c. 

(They received their letters of licence from 
Bishop Gibson, who, by this time, had been 
translated from Lincoln to London* With this 
learned and excellent prelate they conversed fre- 
quently, on the state of the Church in the cc^o^ 
nies* They urged the necessity, as they had 
repeatedly done with their friends in LombUj 
and at both the wuversitiesj oi sending Bishops to 
America; representing it as, in their humble opi- 
nion, a dishonour to the Christian and Episcopal 
nation of England^ that America^ which had been 
planted for one hundred years, and contained a 
largje number of Episcopal congregations, should 
still be without some of the most important of- 
fices of the Church, for want of an Episcc^pate. 
His Lordship was of the same opinion with 
*them; and, the next year, on occasion of the 
yacobites sending two Bishops over to the colo- 
nies, he entered warmly into the affair; but he 
could not prevail with the Ministry to give his 
proposal the attention it deserved.] He continj),ed 
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to be z«dous for sach an establishment as long 
in he lived; and condescended, in many kind 
letters, to cotrespond with Mr. Johksok, on that 
and odier subjects rdMting to the Church. 

Taking leave of tileir friends in London^ £hv 
Cutler and Mr. Johnson em^lxirked for Ariie* 
rica on the 26th of Jtily; and, after a pleasant 
passage, landed at Piscataquas whence they 
proceeded direcdy to Bos^tm. On the 4th of 
Novem|>er, 1723, Mr. Johnson anived at his 
mission in Stratford^ and wns joyfully received 
by his litde flodk. Mr. Pigot dien Itastened to 

hia charge at Pr&^d0]nee% 

At Aat time there were about thirty £piscopsd 
£ttn3ies ^tStrcuford^ but all of di^ti poor; and 
about forty more in the neighbouring towns of 
Faii'Jkld^ Norwalk^ Newtown^ Riptcn^ and West* 
Htxoen; at each of which j^ces Mr. Johnson 
agreed to officiate once every tiiiree months, but 
chiefly on week days. He was then the only 
£pi8C(^)al Clergyman in the cok>ny, and found 
himself on all sides surrounded by bitter ad- 
versaries. He was generally considered and 
treated as a schismatic and apostate; and the 
people seemed to be resolved, by thwarting him, 
and rendering his situation uneasy, to drive 
him, if possible, frpm the country. However, 
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he had prepared himself itx such treatment, and 
showed a steadiness and firmness of xnind equd 
to the occasion. He still preserved his wonted 
cheerfulness and benevolence of temper, and 
conversed with those who had been formerly his 
friends, when they gave him an opportunity, with 
his usual frankness. At first they were suspici- 
ous, and shy of him; but, at length, won by his 
courteous, prudent, and oUig^g behavioiu', many 
of them returned to their former good humour, 
and others abated much of their severity. 

Some, who did not personally know him, took 
him to be a nxan c^ deep design and much 
worldly policy. They were unable to conceive 
it possiUe, that he could have conformed to the 
Church from any odier motive than merely to 
advance his temporal interest. But they who 
were best acquainted with him knew him to 
be so £ftr from being governed by mercenary 
views in any thing, that he was rather apt to be 
ne^igent of his wdildly a&irs, even to a fault. 
Of this he was sensible himself; and therefore^ 
as he found it impossible to live among his poor 
people with any tolerable decency, without keep- 
ing house^ he thought it highly expedient to 
marry some person in whose experienced econo* 
my he could safely confide. 
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£xacdy such a person, and one possessed of 
many other excellent qualities, he had the good 
fortune to find in Mrs. Charity Nicoll, to 
whom he was married Sept. ^6, 1/25, bemg theft 
in the 39th year df his age. She was a daughter* 
of Col. Richard Floyd, and the \Vidow of 
Benjamin Nicoll, Esq. of Long-Island,- by 
whom she had two scms, William and Benja- 
HiK, and one daughter. After this marriage, 
Mr. Johnson undertook to instruct her sons in 
the languages, and to superintend their educa* 
tion; which office he performed with die utmost 
vigilance, care, and affection. They were both 
sent to the college at Neuo^Haotn in 1/30, and 
graduated at the common period* 

About the year 1736 Mr. Johnson lost his 
father, aged fifty-seven years. He was a man 
of integrity and good understanding. He was 
fiondof reading; and at last was so well recon- 
ciled to the Church, that nothing but want of 
opportunity prevented his becoming one of its 
commimicants. Mrs. Johnson, his wife, died 
a year before him. 

At this time Mr. Burnet, a son of the fa- 
mous Bishop kA Salishury^ was the Governor of 
New^Tork. He was a lover of books, and a con- 
siderable scholar; and never was happier tfaap 
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when in the company of men who were able to 
converse on the various subjects of literature. 
With him Mr. Johnson, who frequently made 
visits to NeW'Tork^ was a favoiuite: but diis 
connection at length brought the latter into much 
perplexity of mind. The Governor, whose ec- 
centrical genius was not to be confined within 
ihe vulgar limits of orthodoxy, had greedily im^ 
bibed, and made himself master of, die {nindU 
^es of Dr. Clarke, relating to the Holy Tri- 
nity, and of Bishop Ho a dlt, relating to eccle- 
eiastical authority ; and he was zealous and alert 
in his attempts to prosel3rte his friends to his 
own way of thinking. He flattered himself with 
the expectation of succeeding with Mr. Johnson 
m particular; as he knew him to be no dogmar 
tist, but inquisitive, and, from an impartial love 
of truth, willing to read and examine any thing 
that was o£Fered him. Accordingly he assailed 
him with all his strength and dexterity, and fur«- 
ni^ed him with the best books that had been 
written by Clarke, Whiston, Hoadly, Jack- 
son, Stkes, and others on that side of the ques- 
tion, both in the Trinitarian and Bangorian 
controversy. Mr. Johnson, who read these au- 
thors willingly, could not but admire them as 
writers, but was much shocked with ob^^rving 
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dieir artifices and subtilties. Yet had it not 
been for his habitual principle and resolution to 
act impartially, and to examine things with the 
l^reatest care and exactness on both sides, he 
would have been in no small danger (and in* 
deed for some time he actudly was in danger) 
of being borne down by the weight of their rea* 
flonings, or, at least, deluded by the plausible 
apjpearaace of iheir arguments* 

In order to do justice to the cause of truth, in 
these cases of no small importance, Mr. Jobn- 
^BON, having read the before-mentioned authors, 
with his usual impartiality set himself down to 
examine, with great care and exactness, what 
had been offered on the other side, in the Trinitdh 
rian controversy, by Bishop Bull, Bishop P£ ar- 
son. Dr. Waterland, and others; and in the 
Bangorian controversy, by Dr. Rogers, Bishop 
Sherlock, Bishop Hare, Bishop Potter, 
Dr. Snape, and Mr. Law. He was sensible 
ths^ this examination required the prudent exer- 
tion of all his abilities, which he bestowed upcHi 
it very seriously and conscientiously. 

In the process of his inquiries under the first 
head, he was convinced, more than he ever had 
been, that the only way of coming at the truth, 
«as to lay aside all preconceived ^chemes^ 4q4 
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evety hj^thesis for accounting philosophicsdtf 
for the moduis of the Trinity, which is beyond 
the reach of our faculties; and to have recouive 
to the scriptures diemselves in the original lan«* 
guages, in order to find what diey really teach; 
and then to consider the suUitner doctrines of 
revealed religion, not as subjects of philoso* 
phical disquisition, but as truths or facts whidi 
the scriptures ass^t. He therefore went o|i^ 
in this manner, to inform himself whedierthe 
sacred writings do or do not, in fact, teadi 
the doctrine of a co^ssential Trinity in the one 
essence of the Deity; and whether they do c^ 
do not assert, that Christ and the Holy Ghost 
are God, in the same sense of the word as when 
it is applied to the Father. He then proceeded 
to inquire into the sense of the Primitive Churchy 
with regard to these points, reading the original 
writers that are still extant. Consulting the 
Fathers only as witnesses of the fqct^ he was 
anxious to dkcover, with certainty, not so much 
the opinion of individuals, as whedier or not 
the doctrine of the Trinity, or of the proper 
divinity of Christ and the Holy Ghost, waa 
generally taught and believed in the Church, for 
several ages immediately succeeding that of the 
Apostles* The result of this labor iqy s ^xarni* 
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nation was, a full conviciion both of the truth 
and importance of the doctrine of the Trinity; 
in the firm belief of which he afterwards coati- 
mied to die last, widiout Mravering. 

jR was indeed no small instance of self-denial 
in a man of his turn of mind, to submit his un- 
derstanding to the obedience of fiiith. He was 
desirous of seeing to the bottom of things, and, 
consequendy, disposed to reduce the doctrines of 
Revelation to the standard of his own reason. 
He was naturally disposed to invent h37pothese8 
for explaining the manner o£ divine things, and 
the grounds on which they^^ thus represented 
to us in scripture; and to use the same liberty in 
speculating on the articles of fiiith as on the phe- 
nomena of nature. But at length, by a serious 
and dose application of thought, he was convinc- 
ed of the folly of thus speculating on subjects 
which are beyond the reach of our faculties. 
Thus, for instance, it appeared to him, that it 
is as really beyond our abilities to conceive how 
the Unity Man can consist of Spirit, Soul, and 
Body, as how the Unity God can consist of Fa* 
ther. Son, and Spirit. And that God and man 
should be so united as to constitute one person, 
actuated by the divinity, was, in his opinion, as 
dearly intelligible, as that the spirit of a man 
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Qfaould be so unked tx) his body, as to move the 
whole or any part of it, by the bare act of vdi* 
tion. 

Upon the whole, he came to the following 
tonduaions, which were ever after his.'iSea 
jH-inciples: viz. " That we must be content 
" chiefty, if not only, both in nature and revdft- 
" tion, with the knowledge of fact^ together 
*' with their designs and connections^ wi&out 
^^ speculating mudi further: and, <hat one great 
" end of all God's dhcoveries, both in nature 
*^ and grace, is to -mortify our pride and sel£» 
" suffictency-^^4o make us duly sensible of our 
*' entire dependency-->-and chiefly to engage us 
^^ to Hve by faith and not by eighty suEid in the 
" practice of every grace and virtue, in which 
^^ our true perfection and hap{»ness altogether 
'' consbt." 

His inquiry into the merits of the other con- 
troversy was not attended with any great labour 
or difficulty. He was soon able so sati:sfy him- 
self that Christ and his Apostles did actually esta- 
blish a certain form and order of government in 
the Church, which, as Xo all its essential parts, 
was to continue ^' to the end of die world ;" and 
that it was not left to the discretion of any hu- 
man authority to alter or reject it, as might best 
suit with worldly convenience. 
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In the month of Februaiy, 1729, Dr. Berke- 
ley, then Dean oiDerry, in Ireland^ arrived in 
America, and resided two years and a half in 
Rhode'Ishnd. That he was a man of a truly 
^eat genius, of profound erudition, of a fine 
laste, and unbounded benevolence, as well as of 
strict and exemplary piety, is known not only 
in America, but throughout , Europe. As his 
coming to America had an important effect upon 
the 'religion and learning of the coimtry; and 
as'Pr. Johnson always considered the period in 
which Bishop Berkeley resided in this country 
as one of the most interesting periods of his life, 
it may not be amiss to give, a more particular ac* 
count of that extraordinary person, and of the bu- 
siness that brought him hither, than has probdbly 
been laid before the American reader in one view. 
This I shall now do by the assistance of Dn 
JoHNsbN's papers, and other information, com« 
pared with the life of Bishop Berkeley, in the 
Bidgraphia Britanmca; diat noble and lasting 
monument, erected in honour of the most emi* 
nent worthies of Great-Britain Bndlreiandj from 
the earliest ages down 4o the present times; 
and of which it has been said,^ in the words of 
Virgil: 

* By Gilbert West, Esq. 
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" Hie fflanus 6b patriam pugfiando vulneni pirn ; 
** Quique sacerdotes casti, dum vita manebat ; 
" Quique pii vates, et Phoebo digna locuti ; 
« Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes ; 
'< Quique sui memores alios fecere merendo!" 



Dn Berkeley was the iM>n of a worthy Cler- 
g3anan in Ireland^ and was born in 16/9. His pro« 
gress in grammar learning, at the school in JQU 
ienm/j was so rapid, that at the age of fifteen years 
he was well fitted for the universi^, and was 
admitted a pensioner of Trinity College, JDubSfU 
He took his degrees at the periods appointed by 
the statutes, and, at an eaily age, was elected a 
Jellorv of the college ; in which he resided afteiw 
wards for about twelve years, making a distin* 
guished figure in many branches of learning, and 
giving many proofs of a strong original genius* 

In 1713, having been some years in Holy Qr* 
ders, he .went over to England, carrying with 
him a recommendation from Dr. Swift, the 
celebrated Dean of St. Fatrici\ to the Earl of 
Peterborough, who soon appointed him his Chap- 
lain; in which character he attended his Lord- 
ship on his embassy to Sicili/ and the kalian 
States. He continued abroad four years in this 
station, and improved the opportunity in visiting 
every part of Italy and the adjacent islands. In 
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)m absence the umversity of DubBn created hiiti 
Doctor in Divinity^ by tUphma^ in \1f\7>> After 
fimshing this delightful tour, he returned to 
Trinity College^ and prosecuted his studies with 
his accustomed vigour* 

Whik Engknd was groaning under the dis« 
tress occasicmed by die &tal SouUh^ea project, 
Dn Berkeley published An Essay towards pre* 
venting the Ruin ofGreat^Britain^ in 1721. This 
seaisonable, judicious, and benevolent produo- 
tioo, together with his known excefient and 
aoQJsMe character, induced Mrs. Hester Vak* 
HOMRiQH, the Vmiessa of Swipt, to appoint him 
one <^ her executors, and residuary legatee, al«. 
dioug^ she had never seen him but once; by 
which q>pointment and devise he obtained not 
less dian four thousand pounds. Soon after, by 
the interest of die Duke of Gra/?on, the Deanry 
of Derry^ wordi elevai 6r twelve hundred pounds* 
per annum, was conferred upon him. 

About this time he published A Proposal for 
tiie better siqyplying of churches in the American 
plantations widi Clergymen, and for converting: 
the savages to Christianity, by erecting a college 
in Bermuda. The first branch of this design 
appeared to him in the light of importance; but 
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Iris principal view, on whidi he most insisted iti 
his Proposal^ was to train up a competent liuiti- 
ber of young Indians, in succession, to be em* 
ployed as missionaries among the various tribes 
of Indians bordering upon our setdements. It 
appeared to be a matter of very material conse- 
quence, that persons- diould be emj^oyed fai this 
service who were acquainted wi& the languages 
necessary to be used; and he had also a stiiong 
persuasion that «udi missionaries as he proposed 
would be much better received by the savages 
than those of European exdacUoo* These In- 
dian lads were to be procured from the difierene 
tribes, in the fairest m^iner, and to be fed> 
cloadied, and instructed at lh& expense of the 
institution. The ^expoise of thus maintaining 
them was computed at about ten pounds sterlmg 
yearly for each. 

Why Bermuda was chosen for ihe place of 
the college will best appear from the Dean's own 
words. In spesdcing of the choice of a ^tuation^ 
he says, ^' It should be in a good air; in a 
^ place where provisions are cheap and plenty^ 
^ where an intercourse might easily be kept up 
^^ with all parts of America and the islands; in 
^^ a place of security, not exposed to die insults 
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'^of pirateSy savages, or other oiemies; where 
" there is no great trade, which might tempt the 
^^ readers or fellows to become merchants, to the 
^^ neglect <^ their proper business; where there 
^^ are neither riches nor luxmy to divert or lessen 
^^ their apfdictidion, or to midce tiiem mieasy and 
^^ dissatisfied with a homely, frugal subsistence; 
^' lastly^ where the inhabitants, if such a place 
^ may be fonqd, are noted for innocence and 
'^ simplicity of manners." AU these advantages, 
he imagined, ware to be found in the islands of 
Bermuda m a mofe considersyble degree than 
in any other place in the British American domi* 
inons. 

The adieme, for some time, met with all the 
encouragement tliat was due to so benevolent a 
piroposal. The King granted a charter, appoint- 
ing Dr. Berkeley the first President of the in- 
tended college, who, for die sake of this office, 
with a salary annexed to it of not more than one 
hundred pounds per annum, was desirous of 
exchanging, and actually signed the resignation 
of, his rich Deanry. Mr. Thompson, Mr. Ro- 
gi:rs, and Mr. King, three worthy Clerg^^men, 
Fellows of Trinity College^ Dublin^ who were 
in a fair way of preferment at home, agreed to 
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attend him, and were named as Fdlows in the 
charter.* 

The monies arising from the sale of lands in 
SU Christopher* s^ that were ced^d to the British 
crown by the treaty of Utrecht^ amounted to 
eighty thousand pounds; and Queen Amme de» 
signed that sum as a fimd for the support (^ four 
American Bishops. But that design failing by 
her death, Dr. Berkblet, by the dint of ap{£* 
cation and address, notwithstanding Sir Hobest 
Walpole's opposition, procured a parliament 
tary grant of twenty thousand pounds of that 
money, for the estabtishment of his college. 

On the first day of August, 1728, the .Dean 
married a danger of the Right Honourable 



* Dr. SwirT» in a letter to l.ord CAHTmxET, fp^vtu. tift 
following liUmorouB account of the Dean and his scheme : 
••* He is," says he, " an absolute philosopher, with regard 
" to money, titles, and power; and for three years past 
"< hath been struck with a notion of founding an university 
** at Bermuda*, by a charter from the crown. He hath sc* 
'* duced several of the hopefulest young Clergymen, and 
■•* others here, many of them well provided for, and all of 
'* them in the fairest way of preferment : but in England hb 
** conquests are greater ; and, I doubt not, will spread very 
** far this winter. He sh(»wed me a Utde tract, whkh he 
*' designs to publish ; and there your Excellency will see his 
<* whole scheme of a life academico-philosophical, at a col- 
** lege founded for Indian scholars and missionaries ; wh^ie 
'* he most exdibitantly proposeth a whole hundred pounds a 
** year for himself, forty pounds for a feltow, and ten povoda 
** for a student. His heart will break if his Deanry be not 
^ taken from himi and left to your Excellency's disposal," 



Ufe bf Dr. yohrisoiu 55 

JoBif F0R8TER, Esq* tiie Speaker of the Irish 
-JHocBe^of Commons. This engagement, how- 
ever, was si9 far from retarding his design, that 
Jle actually sailed, in the execution of it, about 
the ntiifafle of September. foHowing, his ladjr and 
-her sister accompanying him. He came imme- 
^diaEtdly to JR^de^Iskmd, wiili a view of setding 
« correspofiidenee there, for supplying his college 
^irith such provisions as might be wanted from 
•the aorthem coioiites; But soon after his arrival 
he was convinced tet he had beeh gready miflf- 
informed with regavd to the state of Bermuda^ 
and Aat the establidiment of a college there 
would not answer his purpose* He then wrote 
to his friends in England^ requesting them to 
get the patent altered for some place on the Ante" 
rkan continent, whkh would^ probably, have 
been New^Tork; and to obtain the payment of 
die sum that had been granted him. 
- Accordingly, Bishop Gibson applied to Sir 
Robert Walpole, dien at the head of Ae 
Treasuty, in his behalf; but the answer was unf- 
avourable. Wkh regard to the request for the 
payment of the money. Sir Robert replied : ** If 
** you put the question to me as a Minister, I must 
^ and can assure you that the money shall most 
^ undoubtedly be paid, as soon as suits with pdUiic 
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^ convenience; but if you ask me as a friend; 
^' whether Dean Bekkeley should. continue in 
** America, expecting the payment of twenty 
^ thousand pounds, I adviae lam, by iA meaoMy 
^ to return home to Europe, and to g^ve.i^ lus 
*^ present expectations." The Dean, being in- 
formed of Ais conversation by his good fidicnd 
the Bishop, and fidly convmced that his whole , 
plan was defeated, resofared to return to Eng* 
hmd; and accordingly he embarked at Boetoit, in 
September, 1731. Not long after the whde 
eighty thousand pounds dbove-mentioned was 
l^v^ to the Princess Akk%. on her marriage 
with Ae l^ince of Orange* 

In November, 1733, die Dean was informed, 
by a letter from &e Duke of Netucastk, ox^e of 
the Secretaries of State, that it was the King's 
pleasure to promote him to the see of Chtfne. 
This promotion he neither sought nor desired; 
and at the time of accepting, it he determined 
never to consent to a translation. Thus, when 
the Bishoprick of Chgher was offered him in 
1746, the income of which was, at leasts double 
to that of Chyne, he made his excuse, and re- 
fused to accept the offer. He constandy resided 
in his diocess, from the time of his consecration 
(one winter excepted); till ^ year 1752, in ^ 
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fi^^il discharge ^ all Episcopal duties^ and in 
studymgvto pronikote. the iqm'itual and temporal 
hapfHoesa of his feUow crealwes^ by eveiy me» 
tkod within his powet. 

In the.yev last mentioned he txMik a journey 
to Oxford^ in ofder to superintend, for some 
time, at diat tiniv^rsil^, the edncaitibn of his 
son, who afterwards becasne a Clergyman of 
-distinction, being ptomoted to the Rectory of 
Acton in Middk^ex^ to a Doctorate of laws ^ and 
to a Prthend in. the cathedral of Canterbury. 
On tfa^4th of January following, it being Sun- 
day, the good Bishop, while utting with his fa- 
mily at tea, in apparent Jh^th, and just after he 
had explained .to them the ISth cheater of St. 
PauFs first Epiatk to the Corinthians^ instanta- 
neously expired in his chair,^ without the least 
struggle or groiin^ and even without the notice 
of the company that was present. He was buried 
at Christ Churchy Oxford; where a handsome 
marble monument is erected to his memory, 
with the following inscription, drawn by the clas- 
jBical and elegant pen of Dr. Marxhah^ Bishop 
of Chester •* 
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GraYisstmo PkwsuK 
Georgia J E^scopo Qonensir 

Viro, 

Seu Ingenii et Enidkiotnsf 

Seu Pinbiiatis ct BenefeestMe*, 

Lmidem flpeotemtis; 

bter sununbs ciouiiiim j£(»tuiix 

Numefandob 

Si Chrkriamuft f iierb> 

Si amaat Patriae^ 

Utroque nomine gaudere potes: 

.Berkkleiuk vixisse. 

Natus Anno 1BT9. 

Obiit 

Annum ag^ns Septuage^imum teitium^ 

' Hoc Monumentum 

Anna Coi^ux 

L. M. P. 

And on a square stone over his grave is this line n 

To BfiRKBLSY every virtue under heaven. 

Pope. 

Mr. JoHivsoir was no stranger to Dr. Berk e- 

Xey's character before he came to America^ and 
had read his Principks cf Human Knowkdge witl^ 
much pleasure. As soon, therefore, as he fieard 

of his arrival ^tRhode^Jbtand^ he made it his busi-* 

1^ 
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xiess to wait upcm hinti, to pay him the respect 
that was due to him, and to have an opportunity 
of conversing widi so eminent a scholar. The 
Dean received him with kindness and affection, 
and conversed with him, on all subjects;, with 
the greatest condescension and freedom. From 
this time a correspondence by letters commenced 
« between them, idiich continued as: long as they 
both lived. Mr. Johvson afiterwards visited 
him repeatedly, being' desirous of making the 
most of such an happy o}^rtunity as the Dean's 
residence in America aflforded, to improve him- 
self in useful science. Many difficulties that 
had attended his theological inquiries were, by 
this means, removed; and he became an endre 
convert to the Dean's philosophical system. It 
sq>peared to him to be the most effectual method 
for precluding scepikUm^ whatever use some 
writers may since have made of it; and that k 
left no room, like other systems, for endless 
doubts and uncertainties, in any matters of real 
impcHtance. The denial of the existence of 
matter, at first seemed whimsical and romantic ; 
but it was for want of understanding the sense 
in whidi it was denied: for he found that it was 
only the idk, unintelligible, scholastic notion of 
matten as essentially cmisisting of such a sub* 
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stratum as no human creature could coBceive, 
Ae Dean meant to oppose; substttuting in the 
room of it a stated union and combination of 
sensibk ideas^ excited fh»n without by some 
intelligent being. This scheme, in his opinicm^^ 
was attended with this vart advantage, that it 
hot only exhibited new smd incontestible en^ 
dence of the existence of ihe. Deity, bot elsd 
tended to impress the mind whh a much strong- 
ger sense of his perpetual presence and immec^citif 
agency in the prodaetioi of events, and conse^ 
quently of »our dependence upon him, and our 
obligations to him, than ai^ other system; Ott 
these accounts Mr. Johi^son wished that Drv 
Berkeley's writings might be fairly considered,, 
smd care&Uy* studied; and he did aU in his power 
to introduce them to the notice of the literatu 

While die Dean resided at Rhode^Iskmd, he 
composed his Akiphrtm^ or Minute Plulosophers 
written by way of dialogue, in the nnanner of 
Plato. The design of it was to vindicate the 
Christian religion, in answer to the various oIk 
jections and cavils of adieists, libertines, endui*' 
eiasts, scorners, critics, metaphysicians, fatalists, 
SBdA, sceptics. In the (idoertisement prc^xed to 
these dialogues, the author affirms, that he waa 
^* weU assured one of the most noted writers 



" life of Dr. yoknsofu , 59 

^^ {^suBst Christiaxttty had dedared, he had found 
^' out a demonstration against the being of a 
^^ God." A^. Johnson, in one of his visits to 
the Dean, conversii^ widi him on the subject 
of the work then in hand^ was mote particular^ 
infonned by hii&«-*-that he himself (the Dean) 
liad heard^diis strange declaration, while he was 
foesi^xt ki. on^ of the dehtical chibs^ in the pre- 
tended character of a learner-— that Collins 
was the man who made it-— and that the demofp* 
^tration was whstt he afterwsupds published, in 
an attempt to pfove diat every action is the effect 
Bf fate and necessiti/^ in his book entided, A 
Pidh^hical Inquiry c&neeming Human Liberttf. 
And, indeed, could the point be once established) 
that every thing is produced by fate and neces* 
sity, It would naturaliy follow, -diat there is no 
C^vod, or that- he is a veiy useless and insignifU 
cant being, which amounts to the same thing* 
As this strange anecdote deserves to be more 
generally known, a place is given it in this me-^ 
moir. 

When the Dean was about leaving America^ 
Mr. Johnson made him hk final visit. As he 
iietained a strong affection for Taie CoUege^ the 
leminary m which he was educated, and with 
nrhich he had been otherwise connected, he took 
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die ISoettf^ on this oocaBkai, to reoosmneiid it to 
die Dean's nodce; hoping diat he nugbt iSbaak 
proper to send it some bocdn, and not expecting, 
or sdming at any diing furdier* But widun two 
years from that dme, Dr« Berkelbt, assisted hy 
several gendemen trho had subs&ibed mon^ for 
his intended ccdlege at Bemmday sent over a va- 
luable cdlecdon of books, as a present to Tck 
CoBege. It amounted, inchiding what he had 
given before, to near one thousand volumes, of 
vrhich two kwidted and sixty ware in folio, and 
very large. The cost of this collection could 
have been litde less tiaai^ve hundred pounds ster^ 
Ung» At or about the same time he transmitted 
to Mr. JoBNsON a deed, in which he conveyed to 
that adlege his barm in Rhoeh'Jbkmd^ consisting of 
ninety-six acres. The annual mterest of it was to 
be divided between three badielors of arts, who, 
upon exGonihation by the Rector of the college, 
and a Minister oi die Church of England, should 
appear to be the best cbssioal scholars; provided 
diey would reside at college the three years be- 
tween their bachelor^s and master's degrees, in 
die prosecution of their studies; and the forfei- 
tures, in case of non-residence, were to be 
given in premiums ot books, to those that per* 
formed the best exercises. 
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These were most ^raluaUe and important do* 
aadons, judiciously adapted to die state of the 
qeHege? yet, asdey camLefmm a wrong quarter, 
that 18^ froma Clerg;pm»i of the Church* of £iig« 
ImA, the Trustees were almost afeiid to accept 
of them. However, they soon put on the appear* 
ance of much graCitiide to ifaeir bene&ctor, who 
was their sincere fii^id, and had no other view 
than to promote die interest and reputation ct 
their cdikge. 

One woidd imagine that, after this, the pattnms 
of the coQege would, at least for some time, be- 
hove widi decency, if not widi respeet, towards 
die Chuxdw But, vA the Teiy next commence- 
meat, as afterwaids sqipeared, Mr. WilliahSi 
the Redor, entered into a combination with the 
ifamptkire Ministers, his &ther being at the 
head of them, to try, if it were possible, to get 
die members of the Church, of which there 
were now six or ,s«ren congregations in Connect 
troif, deprived of their Ministers, by contriving 
that the latter should be stripped of their salaries. 
This is evident from dieir letter to the Bishop 
of London^ transnutted by Dr. Colmak; which 
was full of groundless and unwarrantsdl>le com* 
plaints. In this unjustifiable attempt diey were, 

G 
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however, as was to be expected, whollyiiAsUG* 
cessful. 

Mr* Johnson had resided at Stratford iot z, 
number of years, in the* regular and pradent 
discharge of parodiial daties; but the ChurcAi 
there had increased but litde, -as aH possible care 
had been taken to prevent its growth, and as^he 
did not make it his^business to proselyte the 
Dissenters. But ia die. ndghbouring towns, 
where he sometimes officiated, many faamh^^ 
GcmSDnned. In FcirfiM a considerable congre^ 
gadon soon grew up; and^ in 1725, Mr« Henrt 
Canbe, educated at Tak CoUege^ and* a candle' 
date for Holy Oide«, ,f«en»«ls a Xtector in 
Divinity^ and Mmister of Kii^s Ciiapd, Bo9^ 
ton, be^m to read pzayens there. In If 1^ Mr. 
Caner went to £»^ibitt/ for ordmadoB, and the 
society appointed him their missioiiary to JVb r- 
j^eU. His occasional services at Norxvaik gready 
recommended the Church; and it was not long 
before he had a respectable congregation there^ 
as well as at Fmrfeld. 

Mr. JoHNsoiJ, inhb excursions, often preadi- 
ed at Neruaorum, with peculiar auccess* At that 
time Mr. Beach, siQqe well known l^ his many 
able defences of the doctrine and government of 
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the Church of England, tras the Congregadmisd 
Minister of the place; and was in high estinia-' 
tion not only there, but among the Dissenters in 
TStratford^ for his learning and piety. After a 
iwhile this gentleman began to doubt of the oof- 
fUty of the oreBnaUmi he had received. For a 
constdemhLe time he endeavoured to get over 
his scn^iles, but, in die end, he found it iinpos- 
ftiUe. He th»<elore declared his conformity to 
the. Churdi in 1782, and many of his people 
eonfannedindi hiih; oil which he went to Eng* 
kmd for Hdy Orders, and was appointed their 



This event ptit many on thinking, and had no 
soudleffieet upon die Dissenters at Stratford. 
,Mr. Beach's brodier, a man of distinction and 
|iroperty 9t Stratford^ with several other persons, 
in a short time, came over to the Church. This 
was aoM followed by the coi^rmity of Mr. 
SEABvay ;^ who took Holy Orders, and came 
over the society's missionary for New^Londony 
where the congregation was consideraUe. This 
excdknt Clergyman continued there many years, 
and afterwards removed to Hempstead^ on Long" 
Island^ where he died, in the year 1763, leaving 

* The Congregational Minister of Grot en. 
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hdmni hkn a character that is held m high 
ealeem, aad an? example that is worthy of all 
imitation.^ 

When,, besides Mr. Johnson at Strafford^ 
Mr. CAN£it was setded at Fairfieid^ Mr. Beacs 
at Newtowri^ and Mr. Seabxtuy at New^London^ 
the Charch began to ntake a risible progress in 
Connectktti; insomucj^ that in the y&fir 1736, 
when an inquiry was made' into the number dl 
Episcopal families in the whok colony, they 
were found to be no less than seven hundred. 
This increase was not altogether owing to the 
labours of the gendemen above-mentioned, but 
was pardy occasioned by the Dissenters them- 
selves; who, in the abundance of their zeal, 
carried their charges of popery against the 
Church, and their other misrepresentations, to 
an extravagant length. This made it necessary 
for the member^ of the Church, in dieir own 
defence, to procure books that had been written 
in its vindication. Many of the more candid 
and inquisitive Dissenters were persuaded to 
read them ; and they were surprised to find in 
what manner tiungs had been misrepresented to 



* The late Right Rev. Bishop Ssabu&y was a son of 
this Clergyman. £(^' 
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d|em— especially after they ventui^d so far as* 
to acquaint themselves with the Lituiigy, and the 
manner of our pgblic service. 

But what, a few years after, more eflfectuaUy. 
contributed to the increase of the Church in Con^ 
nectkiUf was a strange, wild enthusiasm, iotro*. 
^ duced by Mr. Wqitfield, and propagated by 
his followers throughout the country. At ih^ 
first appearing of this adventurer, who was in 
the orders of the. Church of £ngland, and still 
wore the garb of her Clergy^ although he had 
violated her laws, 9s well as his own oath of ca** 
nonical obedience, and put her authority at defi* 
ance — he was received with all the marks of 
high approbation and applause by the Dissenting 
Ministers in general* Some qf them tmdoubt- 
edly looked upon him as an extraordinary person^ 
raised up by Providence, like jfohn the Baptisty 
and comipg in the spirit and power of ££asy to 
rouse sinners from their spiritual slumber, and 
to bring men to seriousness of life, and the prac* 
tice of piety; and, indeed, diere is reason to 
believe that his preaching was attended with 
good effects in several instances. But ther# 
were others of them who seemed to court him, 
because they considered him rather in the light 
of an instrument, by which the Church in Con^ 

Q2 



W Jjfe af Dr. Johmm* 

nectkut might be cnuhed m her usfiauy, or at 
least her gitmth modi retttrded* This h was 
hoped Blight be effected by hit bitter reviKags of 
her Bishops and Ciergjr. But after a while 
many of hiil adiettotB were Gonrinced of their 
adsts^Le, and saw reason to.vep^it o£ the cotm- 
tenance they had shown him. Instead of sidi- 
verting, or eren so tmidi as shaking, die Chim^ 
xrf* Engknd) he neaily occasioned the utter dis- 
aolution of their own cfaorches. 

Soon after his passing tlutHigh ihp country, 
several preachers undertook to be Whitfields 
too. They endeavoured to proceed in his man- 
ner, imitating his voice, his theatrical action, 
his vociferadon; they disregarded all the rules 
of ecclesiastical €»xkr, and strolled about from 
place to place, as he had done. It was not long 
before these were followed by a numerous train 
of ignorant lay-exhorters, uttering the most hor- 
rid expressions concerning God and religion, 
and proclaiming, in the most affecting tones, and 
with the greatest violence and extravagance of 
gesture, the terrors of hell and damnation, in 
(n-der to bring men to comfemon. In several 
instances, by thus exciting the emotions, of 
terror, they actusdty frightened persons out* of 
the use of their reason. Their night .meet* 
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iBgs m particular, at some of irluch Mr. Johk^ 
80K wa3 present in' disguise, eidiilnted the 
wildest scenes of coofui^n and uproar. At 
some of diose assenddies, a number of per- 
8(»is mig^ be seen sighing, groaokig, dread- 
fiilly screeching, ^nd wtinging- their hands, or 
smiting their breslsts; the preadter, gt exhort 
ter^ all die while tormmting them like a fiend^ 
as the only way to bring them to Christ; while 
othera> who- had lately been converted in. this 
manner, were- in- the greatest ecstacies and rap-* 
tures, triumphantly singing anthems and hallelu« 
jahs* Of these, some would fsdl into trances; 
in which they conversed familiariy with Christ 
and his angels, and saw who^were to be saved, 
and who damned ^ and not a few of them would 
fall to censiuing and reviling, as pharisees and 
the vilest hypocrites, those who were not con- 
verted in their way. 

> These transactions at length threw the whole 
country into the greatest confusion, and were 
productive of divisions and separations without 
end. Many of the wiseart, bodi ministers and 
people, foresaw the mischief that threatened, 
v^en it was too late to prevent it. Enthusiasm, 
UkiB faction, is utterly ungovernable; and it is 
not in the power of the ablest conductors to say 
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to eidi^ of them, hitherto shah thou g&y <md7ia 
fc^^htu In. the larger towns altar was raised 
against altar, and new meeting-houses were 
erected in opposition to ^ old ones. Many 
pulpits resounded with declamatiQns against the 
wickedness of schism; mtmf pamphlets were 
piddi^edto prove its sinfulness ; and the governor 
ment thought it necessary openly to discounte- 
naiice it. But eyeiy attempt to restrain it proved 
to.be an addition to its fc^-ce, and was lik& 
throwing in oil to stop the fury of a confiagra-r 
tion. In short, the religious constitution of 
Connecticut was ccmvulsed, and the symptoms of 
its surviving were very unpromising. 

Amidst these confusions, large numbers of 
cool and considerate pe(^;>Ie, finding no rest 
among the Dissenters, betook themselves to the 
Church, as the only ark of safety^ At Stratford 
in particular, many of the principal families con- 
formed; so that the church, which was built in 
irss, was not sufficiently large to contain them. 
They proceeded^ therefore, to erect a new one, 
which was much larger, and on a more elegant 
plan than the f<Hrmer. It was begun in 1743, and 
opened July 8, 1744; on which occasion Mr.. 
Johnson preached an excellent sermon, from 
Psobn xxvi. 8. which was puUisbed at the re* 
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qtxest of the hearers. To this sermon, conceriN 
ing the obligation& we are under to icflDe and de- 
light in the- public worship of God, were added, 
as an encouragement for famikf xvorshipy forms 
of prayer proper to he used 6y Christian'famz- 
lies, with others for the use of the closet. 
About the same time, congregations having been 
gathered, churches were built in many other 
places, as at Norwalk, Stamford, Seading, Darin/, 
West-Stwen, Ripton, Guilford, &c. and several 
young gentlemen of character, who had been 
educated at Yaie College, confonned and re« 
ceived Holy Orders.* 

The Church of England in Connecticut, being 
surrounded with enemies, was, from the begins- 
ning, frequently assaulted in the way of open 
attack, as well as by every secret stratagem that 
could be devised. This obliged Mr. Johnsok, 
and afterwards other missionaries, to write in its 
defence. In 1725, one of Mn Johnson's pa- 
rishioners was zealously attacked by Mr. Dick^ 
ENfiON, of EHzabeth'Town, Nerw^Jersey, (a man 
of parts, and considerable learning, but a true 
zealot against the Church) on the subject of 



* Of that number were Dr. CHA.jffpi.EB himself, Dr^ 
J^SAMiNO, DzBBLECi MaksfielDi and others. £</. * 
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Episcopacy. Being npt able to make a pToper 
.defence against such an antagonist, he appKed td 
Mr. Johnson for his assistance; who drew up st 
sketch of the common ar{;uinents in favour o£ 
the doctrine of the Chyirch, and gave it to hioi* 
This the man sent, in his cfvm name, as an an^ 
swer to Mr. Dickenson, and soon had his re- 
ply i to which Mr. Johnson Amiished him with 
a rejoinder. Some time after Mr. DickenaOv 
enlarged and printed his own papera in thi« diflk 
pute: upon which Mr. Johnson thought proper 
to publish what he had written im the other side* 
Here Mr. Foxcroft, of Boston, Stepped ia, 
and took up the cause against the Church, writ* 
.ing more fully, and largely, and altftdly thaa 
Mr. Dickenson had done*. Mr* jfoKNSON aii^ 
swered lum, and no feply was returned* 

While this controversy was depen(£ng, about 
the year 1732, the Church in Connecticut was 
more violently and rudely attacked by Mr. GHA^ 
JHAM, of Woodbury^ in a scurrilous, m^icious, and 
Awkward baUad which he published. This, togc^ 
ther with the earnest request of Mif. Beach, one 
of Mr. Johnson's principal parishioners, who had 
hfien duirged with the heinous sin of covenant' 
bihiJ^g^ because he left the Dissenters and en- 
tered iqito the communion of the Church, det8i> 

>■> 






Life of Dr. yohnson* 1i 

flitfied him to drSiiv up and publish a tract, con* 
tuning Pktin Reasons for conforming to the 
Church. To this, in the year following, Mr. 
GnAHAx Mrrote an answer. Mr. Johnson re«- 
fjied to it^ Mr. Graham rejoined; and Mr. 
Johnson defended himself and the Church in a 
Mrd tract, which put an end to the dispute. 
These cOTitroversies reached down to 17S6. 

At the time when the enthusiasm before- 
mentioned became rampant in Connecticut^ {fac- 
ing every thing in absolute predestination and 
mere sovereignty, denying that there are any 
promises made in scripture to our prayers and 
endeavours, and leaving no ground for the prac- 
tice of religion on sCny consistent and rational 
prindpleft, Mr. Johnson published an excellent 
pamphlet, imder the tide of A Letter from AriS" 
tocks to Anthades. The design of it was, to 
j]lace the doctrine of scripture relating to the 
divine sovereignty and promises^ in a clear and 
true light. Mr. Dickenson wrote against this 
piece; and it was defended, in a candid and 
masterly manner, in a letter from Mr. Johnson 
to Mr. Dickenson. 

In prosecution of his general plan, for check- 
ing the progress of enthusiasm, and counteract- 
ingkthe absurd doctrines that were perpetually 
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prq>agated tltfougfaout the couiiQy, Mr. Jomr«- 
aON drew up a system cfmoraUiyy contsimiiig ihe 
first principks of moral fMhsophy^ or ethics^ iifi 
a chain of ntcessary conseqttences from certain 
facts; which was published in 1746. In part i. 
which treats of the speculative part of ^momlpM* 
hsopht/j the author particulaiiy considers ^e na^ 
ture of man, his excellence 'ond impeffecthms'-^the 
author of our nature, his perfections and operar 
tions^-<md the end of our being, with the natural 
proofs of a future state. In part ii, concerning 
the practical part of moral philosophy, he treats, 
in separate chapters, of the duties in general re* 
suiting from the foregoing truths^^2sA particu* 
krly, of the duties which %ve owe to oursehes-^ 
of those we owe to God----<md of those which are 
due to our feUorw^reatures, according to their 
Tarious stations and characters, and die relation 
we bear to them. This woric was seasonable, 
and was well received by die sober and judicious 
part of his countrymen; and there is reason to 
believe that it had a ^good effect upon die countiy 
in generaL 

In consequence of Mr. Johnson's signalizing 
himself by his good conduct, and his numerous 
publications, which in England were much ap- 
plauded, his old friend^ Dn Astiit, rec<n- 
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Biaided Him to tiie unh^rsiiy vf Oxford for the 
4egreeo£ Doctor in Divinity; which was readily 
aad uoanimoudy coBferred upon him by dipioma, 
Vk February, 1^43* Twenty years before, the 
university, in the diplone^ given him for his 
Muter'* s degree, used this ezpression: ^' Spe- 
^' rantes nempe, illius Mioijsterio, aliam <^ ean« 
^^dem, olim, aascituram, Ecdesiam Anglica- 
"nam." To this they allude in their {X'esent 
diploTnOi as psally accomplished in the late great 
increase of the Church, in which he had been 
instrumental; and Dr. Astrt, in his letter on the 
occasion of transmitting the diphma^ tells him, 
^' He did not so much consider himself as doi^g 
^^ a good office to a piivs^ friend, as promoting 
" the public interest of religion." Several per- 
sons of rank and distinction, as Dr. Johnson 
was informed by his friend Dr. Astry, were 
very active in procuring his degree ; particularly 
Dr. Secker, then Bishop of Oxford, and after- 
wards Archbishop of Canterbury, and Dr. 
Hodges, Provost of Oriel College, and Vice- 
Chancellor of the University.* To them the 

• Dr. Hodges, in his oration before the umversitj, Oct. 
S, 1744, when he resigned the office of Vice-Chancellor, 
speaks of this degree conferred upon, Dr. Johnson, .as one 
of the most agreeable things that had hapjiened during his 
administration. " Fateor autem me," says he, " Voluntati 
*' veitne obsccundare semper paratami numquam ad jussa 

H 
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Doctor made his iliaidcftil adcsowledgments ; 
and, in his letter to Bishop Secker, he took tbe 
occasion to thank him far his admirable sermoti^ 
dxenjately preached biefore the aodetf; inwhidi 
he had excelled all his predecesscxB in {deadiai^ 
the cause of die Chuich of England in die colo^ 
nies, and had particMboiy urged the necessity of 
sending Bishops to America* The Doctor en- 
laiged on the necessity of estjdblishing an £{»&• 
copate in the cokmes, and requested his Iioni- 
ship to continue the exerticm of his influence and 
great abilities towards obtaining a Messing of 
such importance. The Bish^ wrote the foBow^ 
ing polite and kind answer to h^m, which intro- 
duced a correspondence that ccHitinued till near 
the time of his Lordship^ death, in 1768. 

" vestra capessenda paratiorem accessisse quam in illo justis- 
** simo decreto exequendo, quo egreghim virum* in pr(^- 
" ganda fide apud Indos Occidentales feliciter occupatum 
" Doctoral! Gradu voltiistis inngniTi. Operi tarn diviBO se 
" accingentem, iterque oiBcio tarn pio degtinatum instituen- 
" tern, liberati grad<is magistralis viatico, quo potuistis uti- 
f< lUsimo, aliquando dim instuxistis. Spes vestras minimi 
*< fefellit fidus illi Christi Minister, qui ornaroentum ipsi de- 
** latum in usum £ccles% Beique gloriam egregifc coavette- 
'< bat £rat aequissimum, ut virtutem ita spectatam viribiw 
'« vestris et subsidiis omnibus aleretis, promoveretis. Illi, 
<< qui ex un& min4 lucrifacit decern, dlvini nostri magistri 
*« sequaces plura et honorificentiora esse committenda jure 
•* et exemplo summo decrevistis." Sc§ Dr, Hodgei* Tkcoh^' 
■ml FieosM, IS^c, p. 334. 

* SamuelemJohnsoit. 
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Su yames\ Westminster^ March 8, 1/43^. 



*' I thank you heartily for the &voiir of 
^^ your oUiging letter*^ If I contributed any 
^^ thingtowvrdsobtainingyourdegree, it was only 
*^ by acquainting scrnie members of the univer- 
** sity with your character: and if I have fur- 
^ thered, in any measure, by my sermon, the 
^ de9^;ns df the society, God be thaidted. For 
" ncait to the support of religion, if it be possi- 
'^ ble, amongst ourselves, our principal object 
** should be the encouraging it in our colonies. 
•* Every thing looks very discouraging here, ec- 
*' desiastical and civil, domestic and foreign* 
^^ God avert from isn the judgments we have de- 
^ served; or, if he hadi determined our fall, 
^^ raise you up is our stead, that his truth may 
** still have some place of refuge! We have 
^^ been greatly fahmeable, amongst many other 
'^ things, towards you ; particularly in giving you 
^ no Bishops. But I see no prospect of the 
** amendment of that or any thing, except what 
^ arises from the contemplation of his over- 
" ruling Providence, who brings light out of 
** darkness. 

*' Being taken up, while in town, with the 
^^ care of a parish, which is too much for me. 
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^ and having no interest amongst the great, I can 
" attend the society but litde, and serve them 
^^ yet less: but shall be glad to receive whatever 
^^ you may please to communicate to me ton- 
^' ceming the state of religion amongst yout 
*' which will always have my best widhes and 
" prayers. I earnestly pray God to bless you 
^^ for the sake of it ; and am, with much regard, 
" Sir, your loving brother, and humble servant, 

« THO, OXFORD. 
" To the Rev. Dr. Johnson." 

About this time Dr. Johnson entered upon a 
new course of studies, both philosophical, and 
theological ; which, as it depended upon his be- 
loved Hebrew^ was the more agreeable,' and 
engaged the whole of his time that coi:uld be 
spared from the duties of his station. He had 
met with Lord President Forbes's Thoughts on 
Religion^ and Letter to a Bishops This led l!»m 
to procure the woHls of Mr. John Hutchinsok, 
which, of late years, have made sudi a noise in 
the learned world. These he read over again 
and again. He studied them with the utnx)st 
care and attention, making use of all the assist- 
ance he coidd obtain from the best critics and 
lexicographers. At length he became entirely 
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ao^fitd ia his awxk mahd^. with regard to the fed* 
lowing particulars* On the one hand, many of 
Mr. HuTCjnNAOMV criticisan appeared to him 
to be ufl^tist, and many ofhi&transladcnis forced 
and tmoaloraL He was ako greatly disgusted 
at the svipereiUousness of dmt author, who treats 
the great zuimes of Sir Isaac Newton and Dr. 
Cla&ke coniieaipcuously, and represents them as 
no better than atheists^ and apostates from 
Christianity; nor did he think that he had done 
justice to the characters of Fhilo and the Jewish 
Rabbksy however obnoxious they were in many 
respects, Yety on the other hand, he was struck 
with admiration of the profound and stupendous 
^hhis of Mr. HuTCBiNSO^v which appeared to 
him to bie but little^ if 2A. all^ inferior to that of 
5ir Isaac hunself. He thoaght he had readly 
weakened the principles of the Newtonian phi* 
losophy^ showing its inconsistency in severs^ 
points; and that he had proved that the only 
right system of philosophy is taught in the BH)le. 
With regard to divinity, it appeared to him, 
1. That there was the highest probability that 
Mr. HuTGHiNsc»7 had discovered some very im- 
portant ancient truths, that had been in a mau«. 
ner lost, pmrticulsoly with respect to the c&vine 
namesy the chentUm^ &c. 2« That he had most 

H2 
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efiediiaBy confuted the Jews, Infidels, Arians^ 
and Heretics of other denominations* 3«. That 
by explaining die sacred language and hierogly- 
phics, he had made it evident that the whole 
method of our redemption by Christ was mtich 
more clearly revealed to our first parents, and 
much better understood in the patriarchal and 
Mosaic ages, than has been concunonly imagined. 
4. That, as he had best shown the origin of phi- 
losophy and religion, so he had given the best 
account of the rise of idolatry that is any where 
extant^ In a word, notwithstanding the obscu- 
rity of his language, his pronenesa to run into 
extremes, and his other literary deficiences, yet, in 
Dr. JoHNsoK^s opinion, no man, in these latter 
ages, has ever appeared to have studied so labo- 
riously, and to have understood so thoroughly, 
the Hebrew language and antiquities as Mr. 
Hutchinson.^ In this opinion he was after- 

* T^e reader will find an explanation and defence of se- 
veral of the philosophical and theological principles of Hut- 
chinson in the works of the Rev. William Jones, of 
Naylandi and also in two small tracts written by Bishop 
HoRNE, while Fellow of Magdalen. College, Oxford, enti- 
tled,, An Apology for certain Gentlemen in the University afOx' 
ford: and, A fair t candid , and impartial State of .the Case 
betiaeen Sir Isaac Newton and Mr. Hutchinson; in 
VihicJb is shown bow far a System, of Physics is capable of 
Mathematical Demonstration — haw far Sir Isaac's, at suc& 
a System,^ has that Demonstration — and, consequently, tuhat 
tegard A^> Hutchinson's Claim may deserve to have paid 
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wsdsmoire strongly confirmed, by reading agaih 
Stillingfleet's Origines Sacrcey Gale's Court 

lo k. The following account of the principles of the Hut- 
iBhinsonians is eittracted. firom the preface to the second edi- 
tion of JoNBs' life of Bishop Hosne,. and, it i» thought* 

"will prove acceptable to the reader. Ed, 

* 

** 1. In the first places the followers of Mr. Hvtchh^son 
•• pve to Gcd the pre-eminence in every thing. Mia autho- 
** rity with them is above all authority: His wisdom above 
" all wisdom : His truth above aU truth. They judge every 
** thing to be good or bad, wise or foolish, as it promotes or 
" hinders the belief of Christianity. On which account, 
** their first enemies are to be found among sceptics, infidels 
*^ and, atheists. Their next enemies are those who are afraid 
" of believing too much : such as our Sodnians and their 
** confiederates, who admit Christianity as iifact\ but deny 
" it as a doctrim. 

**' 2i They hold, that only one way of salvation has been 
*' revealed to man from the beginning of the world ; viz. 
" the- way of faith in God, redemption by Jesus Christ, and 
" a detachment from the wprld: and. that this way is re- 
*« vealed in both Testaments. 

" 3. That in both Testaments divine things are explained 
** and confirmed to the understandings of men, by allusions 
•» to the natural creation. I say confirmed/ because the 
** Scripture is so constant and uniform in the use it makes of 
'* «atiu*al objects, that such an analogy appears between the 
" sensible and spritual world, as carries with it aeraible evi' 
" dence to the truth of revelation ; and they think that, where 
" ebis evidence is once apprehended by the mind, no other 
« will be wanted. They are, therefore, persuaded, it may 
** have great effect towards making men Christians, in this 
** last age of the world ; now the original evidence of mira- 
" cles is remote, and almost forgotten. 

** 4. They are confirmed Trinitarian, They became such 
«* at their baptism in common with other Christians : and 
** they are kept such by their principles ; especially by what 
«* is called the Hutcbinsonian philosophy of fire ^ light, and air. 
** Nature shows us these three agents in the world, on which 
*' all natural life and motion depend; and these three are 
** used in the Scripture to signify to us the three supreme 
** JHA»&'» of the GodUeadi in the administration of the spirit 
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of the Gea^esy CvdworthV itieUecHml S^iem^ 
a&d other books of the like iiatm«» 

'< tmi worlds notwithsunding^ the judgment wkkh our new 
•* luogfi^er bath pasasd a^net tiiem. i.«fe.a]iy ^uloMphn 
«« show ua one &inglei «ffi&ct, of which it ma^r be proved, thai 
*< neither fire, light, nor air contribute to it in any o£ th^ 
** various forms. 

Si. On. the authority of l^c Scriptaraa^ they entertain so 
low an opinion of human nature, under the consequences 
of the faU, that they derive evexy tiling in religion from 
" revelation or tradition. A system may be fabricated, and 
« called fuuuralf but a religion it cannot be ; for there never 
" was a rdigion, among Jews or Gentiles, Greeks, Romans^ 
'^ or Barbarians* since the beginning of tiifr wwld^ without 
«< sacrifice and priesthood : of which neural rdigion, hav- 
" ing neither, is consequently no religion. The imagination. 
** of man, by supposing a religion without these, haa done 
** infinite disservice to the only religion by which man can 
« be saved. It has produced the deistical substitution of 
" naked morality, or Turkic honesty, for the doetrinesL of 
** intercession, redemption, and divine g^race. It has no gift 
*^ from God, but that nature, which came pooi^ and blind» 
'< and naked out of Paradise ; subject oidy to. further misery^ 
** from its own lusts, and the temptations, of the Devil. A 
" religion, more fiauering to the pride of man, pleases his 
** fancy better than this; but it will never do htm any good. 
" HuTCHiMSON huBself had so strong a sense of this, that 
** he looked upon natural religion as Deism in disguise; an 
** engine of the Devil, in tl^se lattec days, for the over-* 
** throw of the Gospel ; and therefore boldly caUed it £i6e re^ 
" ligion of Satan or AntichriM, Let the well-informed Chris>^ 
" tian look about him and consider, whether his words, ex>- 
" travagant as they might seem at first, have not been fully 
" verified. I myself^ for one, am so thoroughly pexsuaded 
** of this, that I determine never to give quarter to natural 
** religion, when it falls in my way to speak of the all-suffi- 
«* ciency of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We know very 
** well how the Scripture is brought in to give its countenance 
« to the notion of a natural religion : but we know also that 
** dark texts are drawn to such a sense, as to render all the 
** rest of the Scripture of no efToct;. as hath ha^^ned in- 
*' the doctrines of predestination and natural religion ; by the 
'' formev of which we low the Ckurd^ by the latter it& Faitiu 
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Dr. Johnson had two sons,WrLLi am Samuel, 
bom October 7, lyST, and William, bom 









Facts bring % dispute to a sh<Jrt issue. If Voltaire were 
alive, I would be judged by him, whether Christianity' 
" hath not been going down^ever since natural religion came 
" up. And we know, by what his disciples, the French, 
" have done, that natural religion comes up, when Christi- 
•* anity is put down. These facts teach us, that they will 
not stand long together. Whether they possibly might or 
not is not worth an inquiry ; because he that has got Chris- 
^ tianity may leave natural religion to shift for itself. 

" 6. Few writers for natmul religion have shown any re- 
** gard to thfrtypes and figures of the Scripture, or known 
*' much about them. But the Hutchinsonians, with the old 
" Christian Fathers, and the Divines of the Reformation, 
** are very attentive to them, and take great delight in them. 
" They differ in their nature from all the learning of the 
" world; and so much of the wisdom of revelation is con- 
** tained in themi that no Christian should neglect the know- 
** ledge of them. All infidels abominate them. Lord Bo- 
'* c^iNGBROKs calls St. Paul a Cabbalist for arguing from 
** them ; but the Hutchinsonians are ambitious of being such 
** cabbalists as St. Paul was. 

" 7. In natural philosophy they have great regard to the 
" name of- Newton, as the most wonderful genius of his 
" kind. But they are sure his method of proving a vacuum 
*' is not agreeable to nature. A vacuum cannot be deduced 
** from the theory of resistances : for j if motion be from im- 
** pulsion^' as Newton himself, and some of the wisest of 
** his fdHowers, have suspected ; then the cause of motion 
*' will never resist the motion which it causes^ The rule, 
*' which is true when applied to cmnmunkated motion, does 
** not hold when applied to the m^tiont of nature. For the 
" motions of nature change from less to more ; as when a 
" spark turns to a conflagration : but communicated motion 
*' always changes from more to less : so that there is an es- 
** sential difference between them, and we cannot argue from 
" the one to the other. Mr. Cotes*s demonstration, it, is 
*' well' known-, is applicable only to communicated motion : I 
<* mean such only as is violent or artificial. There is no ndW 
** of a vacuum in the heavens : it is more reasonable and 
<' more- agreeable, to nature that they should be filled \vith sl 
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March 9, 1731. As they grew up, he found 
tt aeceasary to take the instruction of them upoa 

•• ciraiUting fluid, which does not hinder motion, but begin» 
** it and preserves it. 

'< They cannot allow inert matter to be capable (as mind 
'' is) of (Ktive qualities ; but ascribe attraction, repulsion, &c.- 
" to^subtle causes, not immaterial. There may be cases very 
** intricate and difficult; but they take the rule from plain 
** cases, and supposing nature to be uniform and consistent^.- 
" they apply it to the rest. 

** 8. In natural history, they rasdntain, against all the wild 
" theories of infidels, which come up» one after another, like 
'* mushrooms, and soon turn rotten, that the present condi^ 
** tion of the earth bears evident marks of an universal flood r 
'< and that extraneous fossils are to be accounted for from the 
'' same catastrophe. Many of them are therefore diligent 
" collectors of fossil bodies, which are valuable to the curi' 
" ous in consideration of their origin. 

<' 9. What conmionly passes under the name of leamingi 
'< is a knowledge -of Heathen books: but it should always be 
" admitted with great precauison. For they think of all 
'* Heathens, that, from the time when they commeaoed 
" Heathens, they never worshipped the true Grod, the Maker 
«' of heaven and earth ; but, instead of him, the elements'of 
** the world, the powers of nature, and the lights of heaven ? 
« that the love of vice and vanity was the real cause of their 
•« ignorance : they did not inam the true God, because they 
*< did not like to know him : and that the same passions wiU 
** give us an inclination to the principles of Heathens, rather 
** than to the principles of Christians; and that most of the 
** iU principles of this age come out of the Heathen Schod* 
'< The favourers of Mr. Hutchinson's scheme are, there« 
** fore, reputed to be the enemies of learning. But they are 
•* not so. They are enemies only to the abuses of it, and to 
'< the corruptions derived from it. To all false learning, that 
'* is to human folly, affecting to be wisdom, they have in« 
" deed a mortal aversion in their hearts, and can hardly be 
** civil to it in their woVds ; as knowing, that the more a man 
** Vas of false wisdom, the less room there will be for the 
*<4rue. Mets^hysics, which consist of words without ideas ; 
*< illustrations of Christian subjects irom Heathen parallels ; 
" theories founded only on imagination ^ speculations on th« 
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kisffidfi lie entered them into Latin when ski: 
fesxA old, .and sent them to Tc^ College wlieii 

" mind of man, which yield no soiid matter to it, but lead 
" it iato dangerous opinions about itself: these, and other 
f* things of the kind, -with which modem learning aboundSf 
** they regard as they wotitd the |)ainting of a ghost, or the 
<' flitting of an atom.* 

" 10. Of %SDW, they think that they are the inveterate 
*< enemiejs of Christianity ; never to be trusted as our associ- 
" ates either in Hebrew or Divinity. No PbilOf no Jose^ 
** pbtu, no Taimudut, is to be depended upon ; but suspected 
** and sifted, as dangerous Apostates from true yudaism, 
" It is plaunUy argued, that Jews, as native Hebreota, must, 
" like other natives, be best acquainted with their own lan- 
** guage* But the case of the Jews is without a parallel upon 
" earth. They are out of their native state ; and have an in- 
** teiest in deceiving Christians by every possible means, and 
" depriving them of the evidence of the Old Testament. 

"11. They are of opinion, that the Hebrew is the primse- 
" val and original language; that its structure shows it to 
" be divine ; and that a comparison with other languages 
** shows its priority. 

** 12. The Cherubim of the Scriptures were mystical figures, 
*' bf high antiquity and great signification. Those of Eden, 
** and of the Tabernacle, and of Ezekiel's vision, all belong 
" to the same original. Irerueus has enough upon them to 
" justify the Hutchinsouian acceptation of them. The place 
' they had in the Holy of Holies, and their use in the Sacred 
** Ritusd, sets them very high. Their appellation, asf Cbe- 
** rubim of ^iory, does the same; and the reasoning of St. 
** Paul, from the shadows of the law to the priesthood of 
" Christ, sets them highest of all ; obliging us to infer, that 
" they were symbolical of the divine Presence. The T>r- 
" rKf« l^af» in the Revelation of St. John (inrtproperly called 
" beasti, for one of them was a marif and another a bird) 
** must be taken for the same ; where the figures of the old 
** law bow down and surrender all power and glory to the. 
" evangelical figure of the Lamb that was dain. Here the 
" doctrine is thought to labour a little : but, if the ^*rc are 
" considered only as figures, the case alters. And, if thu 

" * See more on this subject, p. 101 of the life. 
'* t Compare Acts vii. ' o ei Hrrs ^a^fK' 
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tfaejr were about thirteen; by which time they 
had read many more of the Latin and Greek 

*'. great subject should have parts and circumstaiices not to 
** be understood, we roust argue from what it understood. 
" They seera to have been known ki the Christian Church 
" of the first centuries; but -not. with the he^ of the yev9i, 
*' So also was the analogy of the three agents {fm, w«f, 
" wfv/tf*,) these being expressly mentioned by Epiphanius^ 
" as similitudes of the Divine Trinity. 

" In their physiological capacity, so far as we can find, 
'* the Cherubim seem never to have been considered before 
" Mr. Hutchinson ; who very properly derives from them 
*' all cmimal-norsbip among the Heathens. This subject is of 
" great extent and depth ; comprehending a mass of Mytho^ 
'* logical learning, weU worthy of a diligent examination. 

<* These things come down to us under the name of yobn 
** JSutchinson ; a character tut generis, such as the common 
forms of education could never have produced: and it 
seems to me not to have been well explained, how and by 
what means he fell upon things, seemingly so new and 
*' nncommon : but we do not inquire vobose they are, but 
** nubat they are, and what they are good for. If the tide 
** had brought them to shore in a trunk, marked with the 
" initials J. H. while I was walking by the sea-side, I would 
** have taken them up, and kept them for use; without 
" being solicitous to know what ship they came out of, or 
*' how far, and how long, they had been floating at the 
** mercy of the wind and waves. If they should get from 
V my hands into better hands, I should rejoice ; being per- 
<' suaded they would revive in others the dying flame of 
** Christian faith, as they did in Bishop Hoane and myself. 
" And why should any good men be afraid of them ? There 
** is nothing here, that tends to make men troublesome, aa 
" heretics, fanatics, sectsuies, rebels, or corrupters of any 
'* kind of useful learning. All these things a man may be- 
'* lieve, and still be a good subject, ^ devout Christian, and 
** a sound member of the Church of England : perhaps more 
*< sound, and more useful, than he would have been without 
" them. For niyself I may say, (as I do in great humility) 
•* that, by following them through the course of a long life, 
" I have found myself much enlightened, much assisted in 
" evidence and argument, and never corrupted ; as I hope 
" my writings, if they should last, will long bear jne witness. 
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dfls^GS, than had been read by any boys in dift 
dMiatry. The elder oommeQced A. B. in 1744, 
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If these principles should come into use with other people, 
" I am confident they would turn Christians into Scholars^ 
** and Scholars into Christians ; enabling them to demon- 
** strate, h«w shallow Infidds are in their learning, and ho^ 
" greatly evexy man is a loser by his ignorance of Revelation*'* 

The Editor cannot refrain from presenting to the reader 
the following testimony to the eminent talents and worth of 
the Rev. William Jones, the writer of the above extract. 
This testimony comes from an English prelate, whose labo* 
iaous writings in mathematical and physical science, as well a* 
in theology and sacred criticism, have ranked him among th« 
most profound scholars and divines that his country has pro- 
duced— Dr. Samuel Hqrseley, successively Archdeilooa 
of St. Alban's, Bishop of St. David's, and of Rocliesterj 
tad now Bishc^ of St. Ani:gt}x-^Fr(^retUatMr r! In his charge 
to the Clergy of the diocese of Rochester, in the year 1800« 
Bishop HoRSELEY thus speaks: 

*' When by assiduity in your public and private ministiyi 
" by the purity of your lives, and the soundness of your doc« 
*' trines, you have gained the good-will and esteem of your 
*< parishioners, ^hey will be ready to give you their attention 
" upon a subject, upon which the people of this country in' 
*' general much want good teaching. I mean the nature €f 
** toe Cburcb, the necessity cf Cbureb commumon, and tho 
'< danger o^ »cbi*m. Upon these points I know nothing so 
** well calculated for general edification as a tract, entitled^ 
** An Estay on the Cintrch, by the late Rev. William Jones^ 
'* some time of Pluckley, in this county, but last of Nay* 
*' land, in Suffolk. It has lately been re-published, in % 
** smaU size, and at a cheap rate, by the society for pro* 
'* moting Christian knowledge, of which the author had 
^ been many years a most useful member. Of that faithful 
** servant of God I can speak both from personal know- 
« ledge ^nd from lus writings. He was a man of quid pe- 
** netrati^Tif of extensive learning, and the soundest piety; and 
'* he had, beyond any other man I ever knew, the talent of 
'* writing upon the deepest subjects to the plainest under- 
" standings. He is gone to his rest, and his works, we 
«* trust, follow him. His Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, 
** and this Essay on the Church, cannot have too wide a cir« 
" Cidation/* SisAof of Roibester't Charge, 2d edit. p. 37. 

I 
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tt»d A. M. in IH/. He fixed upon the lliw for 
kis pr<rfe8sion, in whidi he soon became ens^ 
nent. He was chosen one of the assistants (or 
of his Majesty's council) in Connecticut 17^66, 
by which time the university of Oxford had con- 
ferred upon him the degree oi Doctor of LarvSj^ 
and before the end of the year, the colony ap- 
pointed him their Agent Extraordinary. In the 
execution of this high trust, he embarked for 
England^ December 24, 1766, where he resided 
till towards the middle of the year 177 1.* The 
Doctor's younger son commenced A. B. in 174^^ 
and A. M. in 1751* His inclination led him to 
the study of divinity, and to devote himself to 
the service of the Church. Of him more will 
be said hereafter. 

The Doctor had composed a compendium of 
hgic^ including metaphysics^ and another of 
ethics y for the better instruction of his two sons 
in those studies. ' These were printed together 
in an octavo volume in 1752, by Mr. Franklik,, 
in Philadelphia, for the use of the college in that 
city then about to be erected, and of which^ 



• This gentleman has continued to enjoy, in an eminent 
degree, the affection and confidence of his countrymen. ' He 
has filled several high civil stations, and, last of all, the office 
of President of the college in Nevs-Tori, from which a few 
years siQce he retired to Stratford, where he stUl rei ides. £d* 
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'Mn Franklin, so justly celdbratediltroii|;koitt 
the kamed wcdid for his discoveries, and iwh 
proTcments in electricity, was cme of the most 
active promoters. On that occasion he freciaentlfr 
-eorresponded with Dr. Johnson, whom he ea» 
.teemed one of die best judges of such matters 
in the countr}% He consulted him about the 
planof educaticm for the college, and ifi'ged him 
to imdertake the presidency of it f which proposal^ 
although it was in many respects agreeaUe to the 
Doctor, he finally declined. The college was 
soon after established, add placed under the di* 
rection of Mr. Smith, who had been educated 
in one of the universities of Scotland^ 2isA came 
over in the character of a private tutor to a gen* 
tieman's family, and whose shining abilities, dP 
which the public had already received abundant 
proOf^ sufficiently recommended him as a person 
well qualified for this important station. This 
gentleman went to Europe and took Holy Orders 
in 1753; and in 1759 he again went to Eurqie, 
Tvhen the degree of Doctor in Divinity was CDI^^ 
ferred upon him by the university of Oxford.^ 
Animated by the example of the Philadel^ 



* The Rev. Dr. William Smith, justly celebrated at 
an eloquent writer and preacher, died in the year 1802. His. 
works, ia. several volumes, are now publishing. Ed, 
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fhkmBy a amiriber of gendAmen in New^Tari 
iMiikHTiok to focmd a ocAege aho ia lliftt di^, 
nrkcre it was equaU^ neceasaiy. Most c^ thege 
Kend^nen were memborB of die Chtorh of 
Jungland^ hfsA some of tbem belcmged to liie 
SiHcii Cburdi^ and sc^ae were Presbyteriam* 
Jtlr. D£ LANCET, tlie Lieutenant Governor, anet 
ilien Commander in Chief, was at the head of 
^his aaaoctation. In &e begkotiag of the year 
1753^ an act of AaseacdUy was obtaia»l, appoints 
ing Mr. Ds Lancet and other gendemen of the 
difierent reMgkms deaiominations, Tnistees fer 
Motying die design into e^Lecotion. The san^ 
act made some providon iat a fbnd, by a suc^ 
cession of lotteries. In conducting this scheme^ 
Dr. Johnson was sdi along conmdted^ and, 
dnx)ttg^ Imn^ application was made to Bishop 
Berkelet for his advice and direction, whidi 
lie was i^eased very freely to give, in a letter t^ 
die Doctor* 

in 17^54 die Trustees unanimously chose Ihv 
Johnson President of their intended college, and 
re<|ue6ted him to remove to NewToitk as soon as 
possible, that he might be able to give more eit 
fectual assistance in bringing it forward. But he 
complied widi reluctance. He was happy in his 
people at Stnxtfordy had been alws^s fond of a 



vcmmtry lifie, and iras in easy csosmstances; iti 
wluch were stroog isdacementsfor not accefstiug 
^e offer. But Us pnadpal reasMMis aganst k 
«were, his fe»r of tke smaft^poz, to ^riuch lie 
rmuat be often exposed in the ci^; but loore 
espedailytbe coasidereEdoii of his advanced state 
of life, being now turned of fifiy««even« ' These 
^things he represented to his chief friends in 
IfewmTarhi and the principal managers, of the 
.eoDege; but they declared, that if he declined 
'they wonU relinquish the institution. It uras 
his advice, Aat they ahould procure some proper 
.person for the station from one of the nniver* 
aities in Great^'BriUun; but they did not think 
4it to follow his advice. Finding this to be die 
case, he at length consented to go to NeujhTork 
jdsout the middle of Apil following, by way of 
trial; but he would not absolutely accept of the 
post till the charter should be passed, and he 
could see what kind of college it was likely to 
prove. According^ he left Str0ford^ as he had 
promised, on the 15th of April, lf54s but did 
not remove his family, till after the charter was 
passed. 

His parting with his people was very affec- 
tionate, and one of the most difficult tasks he 
had ever undertaken* He had lived happily widi 

1% 



^dieiii fiir iqnfittds of tUtly j^MtSy aad noddup 

coidd have tecGOEiciiod bk suai and conacleooe; 

tt^ JfiMfku tHffiWi, ^m t fiti t HW hopes of fat rift iwi i ig ' 

--49ore extensiiKljr himM to his Wknt'^cet^tBsnm^ 

in an affidr of so much inportanoe is eduortkiii, 

wdoriirffidly is, eqKciaftfr in a plnoe lAew a pnl^ 

fie seminsiy of leanmigirBS so gread^ wanted* 

Bat befijK fte time last nueatbiiod, a visleBt 

«ppo8itkm was made to the design* Theplanof 

die Tmstees was extaiske smd geoerons, am^ 

ing ai; the genenl good ef all denominations of 

people in ifae psowice* Hovevrer, as a jaugonty^ 

^ that lioard, as wdS as dF die gendeasea ia 

ibe city who had the cause of a college at heart, 

srere of the Churdi of England, they ptafiosed^ 

aad dioug^ it expe^eot on many accounts, dmt 

the Chusch shonid have the preference so &r as 

iJBBA the Praident riiouldalifs^ be a person ia 

iha Gomnnimon of the Chnixh of England, and 

tfiat the coUege prayefs to be used every mosnp- 

big ttid eveamg shoohl be a coDecdon fisaa 

the Litorgy* To dijs the Dutdi geademea 

teadily oopsented* But it was furiously oj^iosed 

by odiers, who fitted the whole provmce widk 

their ciai»our,and exerted tl^o: utmost iaflaeace, 

bodi paUidy and private^, to persuade the Ali» 

eenl% notto grant die cofleipe the moneyrai99i 



%Ulterie8^« toliite anooDtof Mvml AoosaBd 

|»U!idi# Haj ooatBodtd lint mo won 4»f {»«» 

•fasMioe oog^ to be gp^onrto any mie daoioniiaa* 

tioB cf ChMtODK, for ifaef knew it couU not be 

dbmiuul^ for ttewwciw es; and west ao i/ar mto 

<fclMr up^ 4Md pl]U■d^ smi laswitt to the AsteBi* 

li^, Ae form of a diMtcr fitted to- ibeir owa 

ynrpDw^a. However, tfe Aa8esnfafytiioug^pK>» 

fsr io put aside dieir diait^ and^ after a Iktle 

wfeuk, no Buare was heanl of k. The party stiB 

bppOBod the grantiiig of the money, and mai^ 

pi|ie»w€vewr]tte& on both aides. Toputanend 

to the caQtnwec!^, which had a bad effect opoii 

the tenorpeiB of the peo^e, McJ)je Lamcst passed 

die dwteE, October Si, 1754, iacoiporating 60» 

ireral persons e»c§kin^ and tweoty-foor priacipBi 

gendemen of the ci^, indudiDg some of the 

Cletgy of dafereat denomitwtions, and dietr sue- 

cesaocs, by die ibdbb and title of tie Govermf 

iffUK CBUegt xf ihe PrffomDe of New-rori^ m 

,ihe€Sty rf NewmTsrk^ in America* Dr. Johh^ 

aov was appoioted in the charter the fiiat Preal. 

dent| and the fireaident thereansr was always to 

he a member in ^ecommmiion of the Church of 

Rnghmd, and the prayers to be a coHecdmi out 

of the Littsigy, with a particidar Colect fordie 

odkge. Or* JosKsoif t hcancoc f ted of th^ m. 
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poimrn^Qt;. yet on tibk cooditioiit tiutf; he^lirali 
.be at fiher^ ta retire to sonwr place of vahtym 
Jisif^ cowtiy, wlieoK««rlliftaiiiaUHpcDE ahmdd naib 
det it dangesDus for Mntto rei^de in tke oitf* .- 

lb -the montfi of June he piibiMlied an wtver* 
Jbeai^at in the CknsMe^ ffring a 8faort.aceoi]iit 
Sii die design, (tf the cottegCy of the plan of ediu> 
.catfon, and o£ the qusdificataonB- reqm^le for 
admisskni; and he amoiated 'a dav £sft the cob* 
;aminatioii of candidates, On.the day i^ipointedl 
ten yCNUg genden&en, induding tiro from other 
coDeges, were. admitted, and fomed the &rst 
dass. The DocUxxr toel: thia class under his cnma- 
iaimediate caie, and began to instruct th^a^ 
July 17r in the Jarge Vestry*rQOin beloni^Dg^ txt* 
jikt CorpofadoD^of Ttiaky Chuvehw 

About this time he wrote to Dr^ Sherlogx^ 
J&^p of London^ widi whom he had been ho- 
nour^ with a conrespoadeace, aad to dwjo^ 
wtyfor the prapagtOimi of the gospd; inferming 
jhem of the design of die college, of hi&erwn 
xippoinlment to the superintendency of it, and of 
the opposition it met wilh; and requesting for it. 
his Lordship's and the society's patronage. The 
Bishop, in lus aiswer, expressed an entire ap» 
probation both of die ooHege and of die dioice 
ito. had beca iMde of the Fr^doitj i^dha 
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lacod^raged die Uoffbar to go 011, ir&h pHtieDce 
and resoiatioxt) in so good a week. Tlie «3Giety^# 
9IUKWCT wns -to tne sasie tSoct* Soth fais I«orU 
sh^ and die socie^ pvdiDised to paUmdze dio 
college; and the good efiecta of dus- seasoadbfe 
and wettjudged recommoddailion, seooikkd bf 
wok address to iint socaetjr from the Vestry of 
Xilhiirdi, afcei i wai ' ds mffpetaced m sudi 
of Idndnesa and genenMttjr as shoold WBvdt 
■s forgot tff 11 • 

llie Doctor took ^tf fwitsadfm a&ctioiiiftelir 
to Tecosameod to the sodefy fais. late oongrega^ 
lioB^ Arag|lor^9 now left destitute of a Minister, 
eapressing great amdety and coKem on th»r 
accotmt. The socic^ engaged to provide lot 
dieni hi the best manner diey ooald; 9bA^ not 
long after, diey sent Mr» Wmsixmv dienr misi^ 
ssoniy^ to Strnstfordy who was deserrediy es^ 
teemed by die Ckurdi at diat place« 

As soon as die college was established by 
chatter, Dn Jobnson proceeded vigorously in 
bringing things into mediod and order* He 
drew up die Yo^m fer the daify prayers, which 
ha exbacted from the Liturgy, and composed 
die Cofiect for the college, and got them printed 
""Tidi the Psaltar; he compiled a small body of 

17s for present use^ to be ftnther improved aa 
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dm^ sboidd be occaskm; and lie maie a^di^et 
for diesealof the corpom^OB* All diefie things 
were approved and estaUiriied by the Gevemoit* 
At the same tune the pbyti for Ae bidMu^g Vfm 
agreed upoii^ and the urochmen soon got int* 
snotiosi* 

By the adoiiflBkm of a second daas, an assisi* 
ant tutor -was rendefad necessary^ and m Mr* 
WHXTTBLssYyibr whom that place was origmsttf 
intended, if he could be persuaded to acce^ ef 
it,, thought prc^r to refuse it, it wi» given to 
Mrw William JoHysoN, ihe Presideitt's yotmgef 
son ; a young gendeman of fine genius and amift* 
Ue disposition, and a» exceHent dassical^sdiiN 
lar. And now large subscriptions and donationt 
were made and collected, and all things were 
carried on with order and spkit. 
. But the disalEected party ecmtiniied to apftm 
die design with their usual virulence and da* 
mour. It was their immediate aim to proselyte 
a majority of the House of Assen^bly to their 
party,, in order to prevent a grant of the money 
raised by lot^ries. And when it was understood 
di^ Sir Charles Hardy was coming ov^ as 
CovernOT pf the province, wid]i regard to whose 
prindptei$ and character they haj^ened to be mil 
tii^eo, they prepared an inflamniat<»y adite 



Xl^ of Dr. JohnMU 9t 

> 
yi one of tbe immfaen t>F iikWatch^DatJoe^^^ oar 

tfie sukyeot of the coQege, hoping to engage his 

Uitereat' in oppoaitkxi to it;, and on his arrival 

they presented it* But Sir Charles received it 

with coldness, and treated it as it deserved. Qa 

die other hand, he received the address of tba 

Govanors of the college, presented by the Pre« 

$ident, with the greatest respect and pcditeness* 

de signified that he was desirous of seeing their 

Subscription ps^er; and the next day, when it 

was brought to him, he generously subscribed, 

without any solicitations, five hundred pounds 

for the college* This was such a disappointment 

sad mortification to its qpposers, that from thai 

lime they were siknti and gave no further mo* 

testation. Not long after the Board of Cover* 

nors, who had an equitable and just right to the 

whole of the money raised by lottery, for th^ 

sdce of peace, agreed with the Assembly that 

it should be equally divided between the college 

^nd the public. 

The time was now come when the President 

^d his son, who, for sdx>ve a year, had acquitted 

himself to universal acceptance, as tutor in the 

college, were to be parted from each other, 

• Se» Wstcb-Tower* Ko. XLU. 
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msvet to meet agun ia the pveseot wodcL Mr» 
jfoBssON embaxked for Engkaid, Noveaiber S^ 
1/55, with a view o{ returning, in Hofy (kdexst 
to assist and succeed Mn Standa&d, die supei^ 
«imuated missioiiaiy at Wesidmstfr* fie ^ras 
Teceived by the society, by die Bidiops. Shs&> 
S.OCK imd Sbckbii, and aU the Doctor's 6f ends, 
irith die greatest affsctioii* They re€OOMi»e&ded 
him to die univerdty of Oxford for the deg^ree 
^ Master of Arts; which was readily conferred 
Upon him, in die mondi of May; and soon after^ 
to die umvenflty of Cwnbridge^ where he i^as 
admitted ad eundenu He had received Holy 
Orders in March, and had' preached seveial 
times, in and abou^t London^ with great reputar 
tioOi But soon after his return from Cambridge 
he was-seized with the smaB-pox, which proved 
jEatal to him on die 20di of June, 1^56. He 
was buried in Mr. Morlet's vauk, in Su MiU 
dred*8^ in die Potdtry^ where diere is a hand* 
some marble monument ^ected to his memory. 
Thus, to die inexpressible grief and disappoint* 
ment of hk fnends, and to die great loss of th^ 
Church in America^ was this amiable and pro« 
miui^ youdi cut oS, in die Uoom of life; mak* 
ing die 9eventh of diose who, in dieir voyage tr 
JE^bmd for Holy Qtders, from the norther 
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iSblonies, hid perished by suiuky kinds of 

In die mean time die Governors of the college 
appointed to succeed him as tutor, Mn Cutting^ 
who had been educated in £ton and the univer« 
1^ of Cambridge^ and was estremdiy well quali- 
fied for the stations and sdl tMngs were going oii 
]pt>o^>eiooaly at the odlege. Material^ -itwfi 
collected with dispatch fer the bu3din§^ - it hav<» 
lag been agreed to place it in the ^rts of the 
city, on a commodious lot of* ground which was 
given by the Vestry of Trinyt^Xlhttrch* And 
on the 23d of August the first stone, withes 
proper inscription, was laid by Sir CiiARLsa 
Hardt; osk which occasion the Preindent mad« 
a riM>rt, cfegant Latin speech to the Governor^ 
to Sir cflnil^^ and Mr. De Lancsy th9 
Lieutenant-Gk>yemor, congratulating them oa 
this lu^y event, which had succeeded almost. 
beyond expectation, and % 

" Per varios casus, et tot discrimina rerum." * i 

But the President's joy was soon inteiTupte^ 
for, oa the 12th of September the news arrived 
of the death of his beloved son. The shock was 
**ideed terrible; but God enabled him to bear i| 
^cb better than he could have expected* He 

K 
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received many afiectionate letters of condolence 
from his friends in England on this melancholy 
event. AtMnshop Secker, in particular, ex- 
pressed himself on die moumfid occasion widi 
much tenderness. 

It was no small addition to the President's a& 
fliction, that he was soon after (in the month of 
November) obliged to leave the city on account 
of the soKdl-pox. He retired with his family to 
Weatcheater^ hoping to be useful there, in minis- 
tering to the people whx> were deprived of the 
most fiatteria^xyectations, by ithe death of his 
son. Here the Doctor was obliged to continue 
upwards of a year. He left about thirty pupils 
in the three classes; and as Mr. Cuttikg was 
unaUe to take proper care of them all, the Cover* 
nors provided another tutor, ijrhom^ey made 
at the same time Professor of Mathematics and 
Natural Philosophy. ThiswasMr,TEEApwEtt, 
a young gentlemsi^ of a very excellent character, 
educated at Harvard CoUege^ and recommended 
By Professor Wihtheop as eminently qualified 
for that station. Soon after this, an apparatus of 
good mathematical and philosophical mstruments 
was purchased; ^^ and the Rev. Dr. B&istowe^ 
*' a worthy member of the society, latdy de- 
^^ ceased^ having by lua last will bequeadied hir 
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y library, of near one thousand five fmndred 
** volumes, to the society, to be sent to the coUegi^ 
*' of New-Tor ky of which Dr. Johnson is Pre- 
** sidenty or to such other place or places as the 
" society shall direct^ the society directed those 
y^ books to be sent and i^ced in diis college of 
'^ New-Torky in approbation of the generous 
" donor's design."* 

The college, being thus provided for, went 
on successfully, notwithstanding the President's 
absence. He returned to Nexo-Tork in March^ 
1/58.; and soon after met with another heavy 
affliction, in the death of Mrs. Johnson, with 
whom he had lived happily above thirty-two 
years* She died on the 1st of June, and was 
interred in the chancel of Trinity Churclu 

On the 21st of the same month be held his 
first commencement, whqn his first class, amount* 
ing to ten in number, including tw6 from the col- 
lege of NeW'Jersetfy commenced Bachelors of 
Arts; the degree of Master of Arts was con- 
ferred upon others, who had spent some time in 
the cpllege, and were thought qualified for it; 
and several who had taken that degree in other 
colleges, were admitted ad eundem. The whole 

* See ihe.jiktract annesced to the Bisliop of Ely's sennon,. 
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iiumber* of graduates amoonted to upwarcfi 6f 
twenty^ and made a very respectable appearance. 

The year foIlowiDg went on smoothly and 
agreeaUy* The diflferent branches of mstruc* 
tk)n were property divided between the Presi- 
dent and tutors; the former confining himself to 
Greeks hgicj metaphysics^ and ethics* At the 
same time the building was carried on with 
iHigour. 

In 1759 was a snudS private commencement; 
snd in October the Doctor was again forced to 
retire, by reason of the sm^l-pox. He spent 
the winter with his son in Stratford; but under 
Spreat anxiety of mind on account of the cdlege: 
for he kft Mr* Tkeadwell, the mathematical 
professor, in a declining state of heatdi, which 
coon turned into a consumption, and put a period 
to his life early in the spring. 

About the same time, viz. in April, 176DJ 
the college met with another heavy loss, in the 
death of Benjahikt Nicoll, Esq. This gen^ 
tdeman was die Doctor's son-in-hrw, as has been 
formerly mentioned : he practiSed the law in New* 
Tori, and his abilities and integrity had jusdy 
caused him to be considered as at the head of 
his profession in that city* He was a Governor 
of th« college, and one of the most aUe, active^ 
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laid spmted meifibers of that body. He was to 
the President more than a son-in-law, having 
always treated him with all the respect and a& 
fection that are due to a real and most deserving 
parent* The whole city was in tears at his sud- 
den and. untimely death, at the age of 42 ; the 
friends of.th]e c£)Ue|^tsfteh2^d torbejunder an eon* 
etemation; but the' How ^8*stiH*1aiore^6V6irci 
to Dr. Johnson himself. He was now almost 
ready to despond; and when he returned to 
NerV'Tori in May following, he found the scene 
«o changed, that the city appeared to him like a^ 
kind of wilderness*- 

In the preceding winter the Doctor, consider-^ 
ing his own advanced age, which must soon 
render him unable to undergo the fatigue that 
necessarily attended his station, and much affect- 
ed at his being so often obliged to leave the 
college for fear of the small-pox, began to think 
in earnest of resigning his office, and of spend- 
ing the ren[iainder of his diays with his dear and 
only son at Stratford^ He therefore thought 
it expedient, having obtained the consent of the 
Governors^ to write to his great patron, the 
Archbishop, who was by the charter placed at 
&e head of the Governors, requesting him to 
provide, a& soon as possible, two gentlemen 

K2. 
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§t>m the xmivcnides, to come ortf 96A attiisl 
in the numflgement of the college. He desired 
that one of them might be a good msthematkal 
scholar, and that the other might be a proper 
person to succeed him as President, in a isn 
years at fanhest. 

K ., On his retivhr to iftifhTtfrk ;l»e endearoiired 
|o j^osp up Ms ^^irif^ as well its Ue coiildi, by an 
mdefatigable application to business, hoping to 
retrieve, in some measure, the damages the 
college had sustained during his absence* The 
building was so far completed, that be removed 
into it, and commenced house-keeping, a little 
above forty years after he had first done the 
aame in the college at New^Haven. And now 
he was to hold his tliird commencement, which 
^as the first from the college. On this occasion 
he addressed the Governors in a short Latin 
speech, congratulating them on their first meet* 
ing together in the college-haB } and from thence 
the procession went to St. George's Chapel, in 
which the academical exercises were performed^ 
end the degrees were given. After the vacation 
the classes came together in their proper places 9 
ond the President and Mr. Cutting, for wann 
of the assistance that had been affiled for, wer^ 
tthUged to do double duty throt^hout the yeiur^ 
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. Ib Msf, 1761, the Doctor bdd his founh 
commencdment, when his first Bachehrs^ with 
tome others, took their Master^s degree. It> 
was about this time that he published a valuable 
fitde tract, entitled, A Demonstration of the 
Reasonableness, Usefulness, and great Duty of 
Prayer $ which he was earnestly de«red to write^ 
in answer to a paper that was handed about^ 
attemjiting to prove that prayer, as it conmsts of 
petitions to the Almighty, is but an useless cei^ 
mony* As a sequel to this^ he soon after pubi 
Ushed a Sermon on the Beauty of HoUness in the 
Worship of the Church of England, being a brief 
Rationale of the Liturgy, Thus, under his hea* 
viest misfortunes, this faithful steward did not 
forget the obligations he was under to improve 
his talents for the promotion of religion; and 
during a course of the closest attention to thd 
business of the college, he could find some tim^ 
to employ inore immediately in that service* 

After this commencement the Doctor went to 
Stratford; and On die 18th of June he married 
Mrs* B£AGH, the widow of his (dd friend and 
parishicmer Mr« William Beach, before men* 
tioned ; to whose daughter, Mr. Johnson, his 
•on, had been married many years. She was 9 
lady with whom the Doctor had been intim^ly 
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acqu^ted, and whom he had gready esteemed^ 
for more than twenty years; and he was ex* 
tremely happy widi her, after his marriage,- sa 
long as it pleased God to continue her. 

At the end of the vacation he returned to 
New^Tork^ and soon after the Governors of the 
college had an opportunity of providing a mat^e» 
madcal professor, the Archbishop having not 
been able to procure one- This was Mr. Ro- 
bert Harper, a gendeman educated at the uni« 
versity of Glasgow.. With this> assistance the 
President went aa much more easily and agree- 
ably than he had been able to do in the preced- 
ing year, and the several classes were better in- 
structed.. He held his ffth and last conuhence**^ 
ment in May,. 1762. 

. Besides the sums raised by subscription, and" 
the dividend of the lottery money, the college 
had at this time received a beneftictionof^vf 
hundred pounds sterling from the society for the 
propagation of the gospel, and an estate of about 
ten thousand founds currency^ beiq^ueathed to it 
by Mr. Murray. But after erecting the build- 
ing, and other necessary expenses, its funds 
jvere low, and the Governors were obliged ta 
eiqpend annually part of their capitaL The 
President bad often proposed to solicit fer » 
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toQectioJi m JSngtand^ to acKgmem*ALe fond; but 
H had been Reglected. However, Jam£8 Jat, 
M* D. who was about embarking for England^ 
oflPeTing his service to pi^omote there a coBec- 
tion for the college, the Governors were per- 
suaded by the President to accept the offer, and 
Dr. Jay was duly authorised to proceed, Mr. 
Alderman Trecothick, oi London^ and others, 
being joined with him in the commission* 
He was accordingly furnished wkh proper ad* 
dresses from the Governors, in behdff of the 
college, to the King, the Archbishops, the twO 
tmiversities, and the society for the propagation 
of the gospel. When he arrived in England^ he 
Ibund that Dr. Si^th, the Provost of the coQege 
jtt Philadeiphia, was there before him, engaged 
in the like design in favour of his college. The 
Archbishop, who had most heartily espoused 
the cause of King^a College^ and was a great 
friend to the other, imagining that separate col* 
lecdons at the same time would injure each 
other, thought it would be best to join them 
together, and to apply to the King for a brief to 
^ through the kingdom in favour of both of 
them. This measure was therefore adopted, 
and it was agreed to divide the profits of the 
coSection equally between the two cdleges. The 
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King, who had most graciously received tEfe 
address from the Governors of the college in 
Kew'Tork^ and had conferred the order of 
Knighthood on Dr. Jat, who was charged with 
die address, had gpven four hundred pounds for 
the use of that seminary; which royal donation 
was an appropriated benefaction, and therefore 
was a necessary exception from the general cot- 
lection* His Majesty was sdso pleased to give 
two hundred pounds for the college at Philadet' 
phia^ referring it to Mr. Penn as its proper pa- 
tron. This joint collection produced to King'a 
College near six thousand pounds sterlingy dear 
of expenses. 

After waiting two years; fl gendeman o£ 
^ueen^s Colkge^ Oxford^ was recommended ta 
the Archbishop as a proper person to assist Dr«» 
Johnson in the management of the college, and 
who was willing to come over for that purpose, 
on condition of succeeding him as President 
after two or three years. This was the Rev. 
Mr. Mtles Cooper, of whom the Archbishop 
greatly approved, recommending him as a per* 
90n well qualified in all respects, excepting that 
he w^s but about twenty-five years of age. Mr. 
CooPER^ arrived in the autumn of 1762, and was 
extremely acceptable ta the President, and was 
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treated by him with ihe affecdon of a father* 
He was immediately appointed Professor of 
Moral Phihsophy : and in a short time, by his 
good conduct, he gave a more efiectuid recom?- 
mendation of himself to the Governors than he 
could possibly bring from other persons. The 
President had no thoughts of resigning imme- 
diately. His intention was to continue in the 
office at least till after the next commencement 
in May; but the unexpected and sudden death 
of Mrs* Johnson determined him to relinquish 
his ^tuation at an earlier period. 

Mrs. Johnson discovered during the course 
of her disorder, which was the small-pox, an 
exemplary patience, faiA, and resignation, and 
expired on the 9th of February, 1763* After 
this Dr. Johnson continued about a fortnight in 
the neighbourhood of New-Torky receiving the 
visits and condolence of his friends; he then 
sent his resignation to the Governors of the 
college, and went to Stratford^ there to finish 
the remainder of his days. 

The account of Dr. Johnson, for several 
years past, has been litde else than the histoiy 
of the college in New-Tori. His relation to it 
as President now ceased; but his affection for 
it continued with unabating vigour, and his en- 
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deavours to promote its wdfSune and repiiftadon 
were constsatly exerted on all proper occaaionsi 
accompanied vith his best widbes and prayeis^ 
to the end of bis life. It may, therefore, be 
proper to menticm some of the more remaiiafale 
events relating to King*9 Colkge afiar this pe« 
liod. 

Dr. JoBKsON^s resignatioii was in Fetoiaiy, 
1^63; and previous^ to the commencement is 
May following Mr. CooP£ii was chosoa Presi* 
dent. He extremely wasted the assistance of 
another tutor or professcx*, and had engaged one 
of his friends in the university of Chcford to 
come over, in whom Jbe would have been happy. 
But this gentleman died just as he was ready tm 
embark for America. At length Dr. Clossy, a 
gentleman from Dubtin^ who had been educated 
in Trinity College^ had taken the degree of Dac^ 
tor of Physic, and was a Fellow of the Irish 
Colkge of Physicians, came to New^TorL As 
he was soon discovered to be a good scholar, 
and fond of a college life, the Governors ap- 
pointed him their Professor of Natural Philoso^ 
phy^ with such a salary and perquisites as he 
Was willing to accept; upon which he removed 
into the college, and entered upon duty. A 
grammar school^ under the government of the 
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college, was soon after established, and Mr. 
Gushing, a gentleman from Boston^ was sent 
for, and employed to tsd^e care of it. 

The sdrdttJ dasses w^e now taught by Mr» 
Cooper^ Mn Ha&pbr, and 0r. Glossy; and 
aiider such able instructors they had pecttliar tid« 
vantages, stich as but few seminaries of so young 
a standing, especially in Americoj have ever been 
able to boast of* The impirovements of ^e sti^ 
dekts ill general Were, in some good measure, 
answerable^ to these advantages. The ccillege, 
from year to year, produced a number of young 
gentlemen, as candidates for its preferments, 
that would do honour to any academical institu* 
tion. In 1766 Dr. Jobkson made hk last visit 
to NeiU'Tbrkj at the t&ne of the commencement^ 
and he had tlie unspeakable satisfaction df finding 
the college in a flourishing stdte, and of seeing 
the public exercises peiformed in a manner that 
far exceeded hb expectations. 

In his peaceful retreat at Stratfotd^ Dr. J6hn^ 
SON was once more happily situated, in the en^ 
joyment of ease and leisure, surrounded by his 
old friends, most agreeably accoii^modated and 
provided for in his son^s house, and accom- 
panied by his little grand-children; whose blan^ 
dishments and caresses, in some measure, com* 

L 
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pensated for the late losses he had met with in 
his family. 

The year before the Doctor's return to Strat* 
fordj Mr. Wikslow had requested from the so- 
ciety a removal from this mission, on account of 
the* peculiar circumstances of his family ; and 
the mission of Braintree^ in the neighbourhood 
of his friends in Boston^ being oflFered him, he 
thought proper to accept it. This was some 
time after Dr. Johnson hadiixed his residence 
with his son. , On this occasion, the Doctor inti- 
mating to the society his inclination to resume 
the charge 'of his ^Id mission, as he had been 
used to a life of action, and was desirous of 
finishing the remainder of his days in the imrne^ 
diate service of religion, the society very gladly 
replaced him in it; and he Mras agson kindly re- 
ceived by the people erf Stratford^ m the chatac- 
ter of their Minister, in 1764, upwards of forty 
years after he had first entered into this relation 
to them. 

He nwv applied himself diligently to the duties 
of his mission, andthoughtiand felt himself as able 
to discharge them, at nearly the age of seventy^ 
as he had been twenty or thirty years before. 
Indeed, he had always been remarkably healthy, 
halving never suffered more than two flight fits 



Ufe af Dr. Johnson. Ill 

of illness, and two or three turns of the fever 
and ague: but now the fine air of Stratford 
seemed to inspire him with more yigcnt>us health 
than he had enjoyed for many years before. He 
was, however^ subject to a soreness in his legs^ 
which sometimes confined him to his room. 
This he looked upon as partly the consequence 
.of a broken leg which he received in 1747, and 
as aggravated by his sedentary life, occasioned 
by the intenseness- of his studies: and he often 
considered it as next to; a mirade,. diat he had 
•somuch health with so litde exercise. 
. About this time his thou^ts were much en<t> 
;g9ged on die subject of an American Episco* 
pate. The Rev. Mr. Apthorp, missionary at 
Camhridgey near Boston^ had published a small 
pamphlet in vindication of the conduct of the 
society in. establishing-missions in Neiv^England'. 
This puUication was occasioned by some scurri- 
lous reflections on that venerable body, that were 
propagated dirough the country in the common 
.newspapers* In answer to Mr.. Apthorp, Dr; 
Mathew, a man of distinguished abilities and 
assurance, came forward in a huge pamphlet of 
.176 pages, treating Mr. Apthorp contemptu« 
ously, reflecting grossly on the Church of Eng- 
land in general, charging the society more partis 
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ctdady widi flagrant injwtice in mkapplyifig^ 
their money for the support of misokmarie^ it^ 
New-Engbrnd, and raisitig an hideous outcry 
2»gainst the scheme of sending Bishops^ to Jbne^ 
rica. This called forth frem^ Dr^ Johksok a 
short vindication of Ute sodetyi a- paralytic tre««. 
mour in the hand prevenng h]«» from wrkii^ 
largely. It was primHl by wagr of appendix to a. 
much fiiQer vindkation^ which has generaSy 
been ascribed to dbe Rev^ Dr. Cawol. At the 
same time urns published ibrMtiglandj. a candid 
and masterly reply Co Dr. Mathew^ whidi is., 
known to hav€ been the woik of ArchUdbop 
Secker, and is worthy of bis adaiirriile pest 
To bodl diese pamphlets Dr« Matsew rejoind 
On this occasion he showed his abilities and 
address as. a disputant, availing hifls^elf in the 
best manner of every little accidnital advantage^ 
and pushing his antagtmists with vigour on every 
turn. He seems to have establislied some of his, 
particular fiids, but to^liave faHea mudb short 
of supporting his, geiieial charge; and lie was^ 
brought by his oppopients to make some impor- - 
tant concessions^ particularly with regaid to aa 
American Episcopate. He had dso been- at%~ 
tacked in another pamphlet, entitled, Remarh 
^n Dr. Mathew** incickntal Re/lfctions relaihit 
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* 40 the Church of Et^brnd^ which was printed at 
JF^rtsmouth^ m New^HiampMre^ and handled 
with much iou|^eds by a gentleman of theco- 
/9i^ 0/*wfiA9^j&Aiiu/«* but to these pieces he had 
not time.to reply. In tf6S' Mr. Aptborp pub- 
lished a very: pcdite and c^pi^d Revietff of Dr. 
Mathew's SemarMy £s?c. This was- the last 
piece that* appeared in the controversy; and it 
was Dr. Johnson's opinion, that the Church, cm 
the whole, had gained ground by it^as indeed it 
had always- done inpsimiiar casesiK 

What Qccanoned, at this time, so much viru- 
lence against die scheme for sm Am/erican £pis^ 
«o|iate^ was an apprehension that, the peace be^ 
ing settled, the time drew near in which that 
aubject. would naturally command the attention 
of government; and it was well known that 
aome endeavours were using to hasten so import 

^ tant an event. The Archbishop had, for many 
yeais, been determined totake the fiibtfavoup> 
able (^iportunity of urging it forwaid. On hiy 
^rst translation to: the see of C<mterbury\ he 
wrote a long letter to Dr.. Johnson, proposing a 
great number of questions to him, and desiring 
his answer, that. he might' thereby be informed 
of tho whole state of the Church in America^ and 
be. enabled the better to serve it. Henowem 
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tfca y onred to pmnote Ae appointment of Ame^ 
tiauk Bishops, secoaided' bf the di>ilitie8 of tlie 
Archbidiop of Torky die Bidwp of Lmdm^ aaA 
olhen;, and nude consideraUe f ogn ca s ia gaia- 
iag the atfecatioirof the Jiiiiiiatiy.. But diey ynxe^ 
;« yet too nuich essayed in. aetding' Ate civil 
afiuoi. of the colomes' to give the caae of (he 
Clyiich a.ptoper e»wmna(tinn. Theooafiianis 
diA^ aooncaf ter foDowcd, in conaeqaenGe of the 
Han^^ady natuimtt)r cauaed dua caae to be poafe^^ 
poned* Axk addi«ia o&.thiar. si^ect^ fiom Dr*. 
JosEKaON vA the Clergy of CMaegikvt, to Bi* 
ahop TsB&xcx, ontfais advancement to^^die aee 
of Lomkfiy introduced a< correspondence witll^ 
nUch Msr Lordship waa pleased to hoMNnrhifls^ 
As the Axthbiahop's answer to- Dr» Mat^ 
jmw^aaAseeoalidiu^aDd MrxAFTifO&p^ revieta^, 
m nhicb the true deatgn of eatahKAing Biishopa: 
in AigrJwwaa eaphinedy had not been generaify 
citcdated through the colonies, and as it s^ 
peared diat many of the Americana were atS 
unacquainted with> the sdheote^ and therefrrt 
disaffected towards it, Dn. Johnson thought it 
highly expedient that a pamphlet should be writ* 
ten professedly on the subject, for the inlbrma» 
tion of all parties, showing that the Episcopate 
proposed Was of such a nature as not to interfere 



^riiir ilie civil or iriigioua^ nfJD$& oi people of 

any rank or dbnontioadtAwbateyer, .and repre^ 

■a e niiag r the gmmdi dn^iviiidi M»ttsamo£ the' 

Cfawdi was- £oiindecL. The Doctor liknsclf 

^vould have been, die proptst^p^isoa^ ejaxxttit- 

bbjcywB proposal^ fam he lODidd. not attempt it^ 

ca-he waft'Unadile to^ guide hk^ peo wkhout e» 

tmte diftcuky... He dierefeee deskred one of 

his fifieniiis^ widi wtonk he had exchanged many 

ktleis on the aid3j^ct, atod of whose (pialifioatKuift 

fisTthraervice ha had toafavofiaable an opinion, 

to opcnutfaa case of th^ Churckof Enf^and in 

iSas cdonies^ to eacplaia the great disadTantages 

and haxd^pB'itmittider'far waaa of enjoying 

ita owtt. jootilsitioBs.) andtoafaoir that the ei^oy^ 

mtS9t^ of thea& intdie manaar proposed, would 

aSbfd no JuH eansR of jedon^ or uneasiness to. 

peopk gf oAcrper au a s J on a^, IncanpliaBcewith 

diia request, and wxdi d«e app oi mm ent of die 

Clergy of Mno^rk and New^yeraey^ met ia 

oonventioD, the business was: at length under'* 

tidcen, and an append ta Uttpvb&i^ mbekolffifthM 

Church of JEngkmd in Amerkoy was published 

ia 1767^^ Of this I shall say no more than 

* The Appealt the Appeal d^ended, suid the Appeal further 
i^endedy weve all. written hy Dr. Ch akolsh, the writer 
of this memoir. These tracts contain much useful informal^ 
tioQ on the general subject of £pUcopacy, Md^ 



t X6 life of Dr. yohmon. 

that ahhough-it seemed to be saliBfiuctoiy to d' 
*IKntie8:at fint, ytt afterwaidsatwas rqpeatecUj 
attacked in paiii|Mets and periodical papers^ and 
asoften defended. In iht cotUBe of the contest 
every ai^gument that had been .offered by the.aiifc 
Aor of Ae t^ipealj in frvour^of the Epiaoopote^ 
was, in'the opinion x>f those who ate weil-wishcfs 
to the Chioch, dfectuaity supported, . and.eireiy 
material objection against it dearly refitted-. 
. A consideraUe part of Dr. Jobhson's time, in 
his agreeable retreat at Straffardy wa» taken -up 
in corresponding with his distant friends; .but 
much of it, however, was enqdayed ^i reviewing 
his former fituditt in almoat a& the farandhea^of 
learning. He re-exaadned, with paiticular^casr, 
the several conclusi<nis he had madein allthe&ii«i 
merstage&of his life; and^read over again, with 
much pleasure, the beat books with which he iiad 
been acquainted thirty, forty, and «ven fifty years 
before; especially, sevend of the most vahiaUe 
tracts dFihe: fathers and die ancient philosophers^ 
not neg^cting the best productions of the mo- 
dems, who had made -the study of. nature sul> 
servient to religion. . 

About this time Dr. Hornb (now President 
of Magdalen CoUege^ Oxford^ presented him 

* Afterwards Bishop of Korwkh. KtL 
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ndth % cofFfr of JoNEs^s^ PrmctfJes of Naturai 
f&ibsopiiy; in whidb ke endeavoura to prove^, 
by maoogr experiments, and by passages from the 
ancients, Ae truth of Mr. Hvtcbinsqn's Scrips- 
tare PhOasofhy. Widi this book, and with 
im^AMMJixh Inquiry afier I^baophy mid TTieo*. 
Mgffj he was gready deiig^xted. '^^ It is remaii^. 
^ abit^^'mys Dr. Jottnaon, ^ that BUiop Bebjo^, 
^ UT^ in Incbrnd; Mr«. HsTGHimiON, ii^ Eng^. 
*^ bndi and tlie Abbe ¥9LJjcMMy in Franeef the 
^ l^naateat men of die ag^ wMiotttsiy comtBui* 
^ ■ act hMi with, each odser^ ahonld, atthesame 
^ time, though by difewi i t miedUi^^ cone iatodie 
*^ same/OoachinoQ, Tbb that thekoly sciipcureft 
^ teadkdle onlv tnae^avstem of natural Hif Vw H- 
^phy,naweMasthe*OBlytnierdigk»i; andduit 
^ Dr.. Fjuvklib, itai; Jmembo, ahould, at die 
^ jane time, without any design, by his dectr^ 
^ cal experiments, gf«a% oonfinnit." How fin- 
dus curious obseivalioB. nay be justly fi>unded, 
ia sidmitted to thip judgaaent of the kaiBed: 



Dr.. JoHHsOH beita^-amdoua that the introduo*. 
tory parts of the education of his Ixtde grandv 
eons, WiLLiAM-aad CHAijLEat mig^t be mad^^ 
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as easy to tfcem as possible, spent some time iix 
(Bomposing a small English Grammar for theii 
use, and in revising his Catechism^ published 
many years before; and that, at the same time^ 
he might be useful to others, he published them 
both togedier in 1765* He alsd revised, Gor« 
rected, and much impipved hi& Logie and EMcs^ 
with the same view. But what he chi^y Ja^ 
IxMured and delighted in, in diis happy interim 
of . heiAh and leisure, was the study of the holy 
acriptures. in. their saqred originab, and eqi^i*^ 
aDy the Hebrew language, in which those holy 
ixrades, from dve beginning, to the time. of our 
Saviour's manifestation, were delivered. In subi 
aerviency to this study, he read several.volttmes 
jof Mr. Hutchinson's works over again, with 
Dr. Sharp's writings against them, and the de« 
fences of them by Messrs.. Bate, Skearxan, 
HoLJLOWAY, Hodges, Mooii!T,.Catcot, HowEi 
hc^ He was glad tasee so good a temper in 
most of his.defenders; yet be thought there was 
radier too much of a tendency towards extremes 
inaome things on both sides. But, upon the 
whol^, he approved, of Mr.. Hutchinson'^ 
scheme in. general, and especially with regard to 
Ae four points heretofore mentioned. 
Sr. JoBNsoKhad, fixr many years, entertained. 



. lafe of Dr. ^ohnsoru 119 

aistrong opinion, that, " as the Hebrew was the 
" first language taught by God himself to ttian* 
^kind, and the mother of all languages and 
"eloquence, it would be proper to begin a learned 
" education with that language, which lends to 
" all other languages, and borrows from none.''* 



• The learned Dr. Chapman, in "his Miscellaneous Tracts^ 
has an elaborate dissertation, in which he proves that the 
greatest critics and philosophers in general, have been of a 
dffierent opinion, with regard to the, derivation of all lan- 
guages from the ancient Mebreos, He shows, in particular, 
that BuxTORr, Bishop Walton, Bochart, Gerard 
V.ossius, the two ScAiiiGERS, Dt7rkt, Daitiel Hsiir- 

8X17S, SEIiDEK, HuET, VlTRINGA, PbRXZOMIVS, MORIVy 

and Father Calmet, fuHy believed thatiome languages 
owe their origin to the miraculous confurion of Babel ; and 
that it was the opinion of the ablest in this list of critics, 
iSiat the Greek, Latin, Teutonic, and Sclavonic, are fna^ 
trices, or mother languages, and have no affinity with one 
another. In tracing the rise of ancient languages, there is 
so little light to direct us, and fancy is so apt to mislead us, 
that ^le most pnident way is not to be hasty in forming 
(pinions, nor dogmatical in asserting them. There is great 
propriety in the flowing-observation, made by the accurate 
authors of the ancient Universal History, " Some learned 
" men have endeavoured to derive all lang^ges in general 
" from the Hebrew, which they imagine to be the parent of 
** all others. That they should succeed very well in finding 
** a great conformity between that and th3 other oriental 
** tongues is no wonder, since they are manifesdy sprung 
from one common original ; though it be difficult, if not 
impossible, to distinguish the mother from the daughters. 
That they have also given tolerable satisfaction in deduc- 
ing from the same tongue several wovds not only in the 
** Greek and Latin, but in some other European languages, 
" is not matter of such surprise, considering the great inter- 
'* course several nations of our continent had with the ^bes* 
" nicians, whose mother tongue was the Jiebimo. But when 
** these writers venture out of their depth, and pcetend to 
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'Being dierefore desirous of pvomodag the study 
of the Hebrew scriptures in the cdonies, he set 
himself down to comtxise a Hthrew granmoTj 
to go side by side ^with his EngS9h gf^ammaf 
^rix>ve-mentioned-f as there appeared to him to be 



« dedoce the more remote languages from the s:(me fdtm' 
'" tain, they only show their ignorance, and make them- 
'**' selves ridiculous to all who have blit a modenite skill in 
** those tonguei^; for the proof of which we could produce -a 
** midtitude of examples." Univtrs. Hitt. B. 1. c. ii. sect. 5. 
The learned SAmfiN, in his dutertatim on didra subject. 
>concHides, ** that the Chaldean, Syrian, or Jrantean tongue* 
*** was that which Hb^bzr and Ms discendants spake ; that 
<' AvBAHjtJc learned the language of Canaaitf and traoia- 
<' raitted the same to his posterity ; that this language is the 
** true J^bbrwrn, which is called m scripture the language of 
'< Canaan. But nothing proves that tte Chaldean language, 
*' spoken by Hewer's iamily, ^as that only tongue spoken 
** before the biulding of the tower of Babel-i perhaps that 
** only tongue was then confounded, and not continued since 
*' in any one nation or 'family." The .Jews, in defending^ 
the antiquity of their own language, have extravagandy as- 
serted, that it was created immeiiately by'God; that it is 
the onl^ 'language which is understood by the angels of hea- 
ven ; that in this language alone will our prayers be heard 
and accepted; that after the resurrection the blessed will 
converse together in this language, &c. &c. These assertions 
aie mofeexcuiabie in the mouth of a.^eo than in that of a 
Christian: for it is a kind of vanity that is natural to man- 
kind, '* to attribute a great antiquity to their own tongue ; 
'* insomuch that an author in Frksland, viz. 'Gosopzvs 
" Bkcanus, who lived tinder the Eraperor Charles V. 
" thought he honoured his country very much hy deriving 
<* th^Hebrem words from Dutch or Teutomci; for instance, 
** he says that Adam comes from Haat-dam, a haier of 
'* heafit I Abb<<, from 'Maat-belg, a hater <fv>ar'; Caiv, from 
" ^aadt-tnde, an -evd end^ &c." Sec Saurin, ut. sup. This 
ivminds one of Swirr'a humorous attempt to prove, that 
the Hebrev), Greet, and Latin tongues Were derived from 
the present Exglitb. 



a gtmnvBCiaUaitce aithe griailAlHatic^ stnniniK 
of the two lani;uflges« WhSe he .iBis^e^sigeil 
kiiias^'woilkv «dlttd^iooc64alvid)Dat i%^ 
dmya^ k, JieMBit ^vtftk a !itw Hebtew Jeldcoii^ 
ii|}> 'MvJ pABSKMinrt^ m .^vliick.tfaat writovlstre^ 
^KMMj^ plc^rit fiirilie ifeuiie opiaioa ancti jlni&i 
<ice. ^ Tli)s gmitly aosniatedtlnni dufihg thnrvisBit 
tf bis'^KGigi^f snd the vfktiki was oonqtevd^ 
imd pmx^A in LambHj - hf F xbxv, ia- lrW7. A 
seniottii editba of k, corcdcted and niudli imeaid^ 
«d^ \va8 piid^ihe^ in t77%y bf the -saitab boab# 
seller, with ikis 'tidet ^o BngOsk *ami Hdmsau 
Orammarj "Mng ikeJSrit^hcftliudiminta ^ those 
iwo Langtuigesy taught ^^gMer^ : <^r bfr > 
T%6' AoOBor watt grei{%! |d9iwe(L^ivrii}ij(h<| pi»i 
diod and ifiosirsilkms of YMagaiiSLm^hMtim^ 

had not seen till about the same time^ pii^iW|^ 
hcAy y»hi^ At: Fr^tiictims ^of ^Ihtr LotriJa^^e^ 
pTMenc lanMNbasvdiexGcBeM; Bistist) tf Oa^rdf^ 
oa the: Hal/tauf foecry^ Thia adifilratde "wscnfci 
whidi isJughly celefavatedrthioiigliotfi the)c|ai^6d 
iMNddi 4oe«, in (&« opfailanof coiiipbtwt'jud|(c^ 
M&ectf mMJt iiB^Jttpoft df^ ^lioiBs cgtitceBp m 
wtft'ttP tlie'4ubUmi^ <if di»ci<Mii^ ia*ttle tawed 
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wtitbigB -df Hit Old Testament^ ^tmsh any oth^ 
worklhat has ever beon puUidied. • 

Div I Johnson cdM^oed^ dttt»i|^,tihe^reinaiu- 
derot hk h£t^ to SBnapioB time in.» nunuier 
wofthjr of his station and ?diancter# He {Hir<^ 
sued Uisjitiidies whh:ilheAame edgemeiais jthat 
aaiinitfed -hb. youBjgbr yean* He, )ce||f oiip.lua 
oovreiqKndence lo^ith all iiis tEuropean frtemds 
that weKTsiill livings and was very punctual iod 
faithful in answering ^their e:qiectatimis in thU 
way. HisKlifficukyin writing occasioned him 
not to 1ae SD^. exact with his fifieads in Atnerdcoj 
who. tf^cev better acqusunted urith Jbis case, and 
could more easily tecMs^ binu Yet, when wyi 
thing :bfxiiml f:ofisequence was d^>ending, he 
ccmfuUed'oot hia own ease, but would write aa 
iidV ^^ J)8rticul»cly to .them as .the subject re^ 




lA^ith^'^ame tia^.he "Was Jtttentive to die 
fervisiness' 'of hid . tnij^ion. He .commonly read 
ptfiycTs ftod pt«adied twice on eveiy Simday, 
lind;ip<^rfc)rmisd theioixlinaary parochial duties* 
iB^d^'teagth thedisordef in hb iegs iticreteed 
iip98Diiii|(vand began lo .^'^eit^tiiim in ^ 
totm« o£^his aefViQi* H^^liefd^e^inOjecemty^r^ 
1767, he prociured Mr. Tyler, then a candidate 
for SUy Orders, toassisthktt^l^i^ading.prayers 
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and n seraioii ^'the^ congregation^- i^lten ii^ 
should be unable to attend himself. Sodfl aftei^, 
TMr. Kk££LAKD^ already in Holy Oi^erti, hap- 
{letiing occasioi^y to- i^reach in iSifr^rl/S^fv/y iShk 
ccmgregation unanimously agreed - in choosing 
Ititn > an assistapait to* Dr.' l&mto»^ anct hie 'suc- 
tessor when las' place should )^6(t7dhi0va^^ 
i The Doctor waffimpa^ntly d^siVouai dTm^k- 
Hig'tria^ upon his'littie g^nd-^bii»fi) of his sdhem'e 
Ibr 'teaching Hdbrew; ^ite begafii with the elder 
very eariy, and he writes of fliita, while he was 
criy in the siodh^ y^ar of .hi* age, that the child 
Wasrthen^^ ixiakitig aiapi£tvprogross4Ji Sdbrew^^' 
A^ut idle same ^me, viz. onJ^xfirst of Od^ 
ber, 1771, his son, Dr.'* Willi AK^SASiOEt-Jomi. 
80H, who went to'jE^;i&»2^ as ag^^xtm^ 
hfi the colotky^- retumed, afier^'aii :''aiblbence.^^ 
nearlfire^ yeam* Thili was an e^oiticir^wh' 
he had lohg.mshed and prayedi; bat having b 
disftp^inted^fran jrear to- year, ihe «AbyoM dei* 
spaired of ever seeing it^ His mUbsure of worldly 
happiness seemed now td be filled. In aU his 
letters from diis time^aitd frequently in his com- 
mon (cottversatioiiy'he spoke of himself as diie 
happiest man upon, oardi, and showed that his 
Mind was inipneased.with.thejfeepest sense of 
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luB obBgatiooB to Divine Pv«md$m^ <^ tbat 
ikccomit, ?. . • 

Af pur$utt> no4i»r^ai» tothe enjoyment, Oif 8 

&>r49. HU liad Sxod liia lleart jupom und nrri^ 
lost »ght oU 1^ gitftt «nd K^ x^i^pat^ ^^ The 

^* in QhAfmJefm^^ be atteHid^^ ^^ lar^^siog:. 
tow^da itt and \^ omM 'fkM^.p^tift^ thai: 
be now kcB^npdits diata»£i9 ¥13]^ fiist. Ontli^ 
mQi3i9)gof Japitfiry.Q, ITfS, the Jniost ^ri^n» 
£pfpkm^ h^ «Ter b&eld, be comrerted' wkh 
Jbis fwiilj^ cliiiiu&ffiiil:^ect pf bis own dradn ivilb 
the grestest cbeevfuhcaa and s^pwity* Ammg 
9Aer things be js^» ^^ thM a&hougH be deemed 
^^ tQ be btit ttetle indi^XMed; ye^ be £>und bk 
reng^ Ailing him^ tliat he aunt sooift leavo 
item/ but be \^ going hoa&cP'^^siddbig sicK 
cadiQctalailns' as (YBere./tuitdblQ to'lthe sub|e!Ctfif 
bis diftcQurse. He ei^ess^d bis viAes, tbai Jhe 
^^ nii^ resdmble in the manner of bis deofli bi* 
^^.good friend .Bishop BEigcsuT, wbocnihn bfed 
^'greatly ioveijy >and ivhosdHMj^he/had ever 
^* esteemed happy4i^' -. JiaabVcm granted bts wi^! 
For very soop dcer-he bsnl.utlem(l Aese wovdaCr 



tte the* good Bi^op^ lie in^tantaneousfy^e^ired 
in his chair, without the leasit sthiggle otjgroaxi. 
So ihsKt he may rather be said to hav^ heen 
ekangedj or Um^bied, tiintnttothas^^Hedf for he 
fc3t none of ihe agonies of desCth; he underwent 

no struggle ths^ was suffident tQ4ia<^J^^ the 
pleasing serenity 't>f his countenance.- 

Two days after, his remains were interred in 
Ike chantel'<>f ChrhP&tOkfii S»^rkf; where 
« haacbonf e monume^r has beeH- erected to his 
imemorf , with the -f(]itfdwiiig itlseriptic^ri, com^ 
•posed-liy a-^snd, who grea% Ic^ed ^d-r^- 
speetitd' hnttc- •*-' • 

-^ •..'"'• ■ ^' ^•'- M.S;- ' •'• ••"'• " '^ 

■ -^•'- -'SA'!«tif£X/lS'J<»RltSOK,D';]t;' = '■'-• "■ 

Proisidis prittii; - > t' 

£t ySMlyxi Bett6$i^ vSx^r Ric^Miii' - 
' Natus diii Wto Ol«o«. J69^^ ^ 
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If decent ^fS^tf, twd^ned^.n^/ 

The cheerful heart, and.countenano^s^reiie; ^ ^, 

If 'pure re/2^2oir, and' unsullied Iru/i6^ 

Uk age^g'iolace, and hir search in youth; " ' ' ^ 

^/*^^ in alithe pstbs he trpdyV . , ^ii^i ->.'t 

Still TJaing vigorous to hb I.flr(f^n4 <?pc/^. ,, 

If charity^ through all the race he. ran, 

atifr wilding wcUj jduifdoing good td nudir ^ - ' 

Ma 
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ti6 Iffi tfpr. ypkma^ 

If well to tnark tiis Tbeixiff's aim and end,^ 
'♦' 'Vdshliie; through fifii, at i5«i#^afu^,.^i&^^ ' 

Reader^-^T^^ yet thou .qui.t this earthly scei^e, 
• ScWiifetifattfc, intfl)^ What :^ha« been. '"^' '■' 

been assigned, was unable to perforoiiil'^j^i^H^ 
' of health* The serjQO)! wluch this latter gen* 
tleman ha(tt>TCPa|«(i ww^ haWfVfT). preached at 
Stratford^,^^^ ^^ mAm^i^S^ffli '9A the re- 
quest of the zM^j^^ms^ .; 

-r ibit^fll|vj9IHWIf!«f^W»Wlih»t^ 
and, in thft 4»<f ^f |Wtt irf iuiiliifi^i. pgnsiderably 
corpulent. T^bi^X^ YNI^^sqsIpUi^ in his coun- 
tenance that was pleasing and familiar, and that 
indicated the b«ii«V(4enee of his besot; and yet, 
at the sanib time, it^ was, majestic and com- 
manded re^fiv^n ^e.l^ ^ rudcjiin^^s qf^ com- 
plexion, which Witt tht eifi^ of natumlLO^nsti- 
tution, and Was sometimes £arA^r bri^hfened 

by a peculiar >r^^ » ^^ «wwlf»i^W:?# ^ 
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liftMd^ i^:Q0wr lMmr^:JqRibeood&aDas^ 
fllixtoi^f tife^ ; tf.ii]c^ui|rr4ilB«)anliiiapniiaq^ 

toi ipit^.lhfi i iifiiiiQu^' lltts^^ iiftiaaiK^tdifftscBt Ae 

him geiiiir^%:lo(fed( andl rovoiiedi hfaa^I and wovt 
^buriooiGdF Twamnynendjgg; ifceiii«d^«g«& him ii^ 

was the licentiousness of an unprincipled^ itge^ 
unttr iMf^d bfilli tfe.id%iQn andlgnneinmcnt. 
Tlk^ flfuw good I^DSfMr tkM .veBdcsTBii him 
sosiabk'ii^pniMeiUiii lyviited idi[ hk prodted^ 
i^ftgk of • ymUifl «iitae^ ;ibfi piqniar dfiicor<raf)| 
fik^rt BUtksi^MtigL ii wt:afifcepfg!i|lr^iiy' /i»:fan 
(aanftioy^niri iinsMfigs. , Jloieike eondocboditatli 
dooewej* mAt^nimafi^ and tfe grrateat pemnl 
pmwcalbi^Wr <»iiiUiJMii klndUd Jhim ^neo^f ^mi 
t$»t^jffA9jmwlnJi^»^£k^ 11% and 

amieipfirieiic^ inajrconmifir.tit) tMr^brt^n^ 1^ 

<fi^n^9/?m;e was always Si shining part ai^iOn 
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aD companies, and on all occasions.- It<^was not 
bonfianftd to kisifrioads, or toipeaj^ of one d^oo- 
•nunaiiMrooljf fiiiit exondedtto the whole hunum 
-nee rvrithotit ^iceptioii, and eveatbthebmid 
.past: of ibi oraatknki He had an tSkcAmarioir 
€WTj lUng &at God fan made, aoconling to its 
natnve aBd>^iaiafcie8;-aad he to(A^an>exqiusiM 
fleasure in mwhimininatiBg or Tncreawng'happj* 
ness; whenever and; wh e r e vw he had 'an ^ippa^ 
tsaak}* Hnd it jbeen in his power, he would 
hftve made, ewny hqaum asature oomplslefy 
Jsf^ppjr;; aobd.te^fir aslit wis^ in hia« power, hr 
^wver ftikd.of doing so in the moateflkctud^ 



. He flcanadjTveircr soCaedr a dtK3r to pass witb^ 
ou^ddiinglo others^ same gaod oftces, vdatiiig 
to their temporal or spiritual aAirs:widire^ 
gard to ihe fiohnan^ dtlieri«Ueiring, et assistiog^ 
eir:adn£ngihem4 aiid witkregaid^^^^ lattery 
instrocting, . or eKhmtaog, -oa encouraging them^ 
As. the t^asea-requsttd* .: These benevolent en^ 
pi teym e nte were hifr chief Tehoationsiirom study^ 
6r from pidslic business ;.and he always r^ctunied 
from . them ^ more vigocous than if he fai^ in<> 
dulged himself in any vain or usehn maim* 
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Ht^'ii^we (f»4rfitiyl|r !vaft tD< db iifl (podsBale 

wtfiiM^/biif 9hl%'ia uiKin this ^^ if^m^ . woci 
4N»;C>i^«;^^o£ hift^/natciwiratteiitiftiu. This ma^ 

ti£fliitotf for Holy Oivbvs^ who wcte aln»j9^^^sim 
tE»: i»4»iEiMM in hbtt flie lcbdiiew.'of « fitKen. 
Hjb semority^ fOEid Us fntpMSirior influence, tax»- 
jMf flaatdhim at idi»ciifiad.o£ .die fi-psBeoiM^ 
Viargy in C^wwctkut^ and gmre/iiim Jimqanpit 
eppoftsipkifii 6f44Wig^tihem£g!ei^ 

wAeypi^ttQjMi:t9-albcriU Sor jiettr.lB% yem 
tb^e vifrJioC^ I bdywve, at abgllc jamdUette^ 
Hflfy Oixieiv^ itx ^ eetbnjr .who did Aokjaffif t6 
himi forUs adivke » d d irt cli oii» oriwfaa-t»ii» 
tueedfeo^goto iSun0|^'tBtthoitt.Jiy ivoi^^ 
tios, ^ wko did BQt.oita hit'Siii^ceaa, (iiiti gfeat 
neawnre, fo: hk patirami^*. /Xb'thtai':ctf.ttsHi 
whoneedfid peetmiaiy asnstaacerftar ihevd^^i^ 
toJSngkmd^ h^ gave geaevoiialy and tlioerfiiUy^ 
aa proportioRto bis'ahilit»8« . AftortfaeBbntum; 
they con^mod^ waitsd :upan ijka for b.ia fiothe^ 
direetion^ boA «idii)pgBiriite.theil«:atiidieaaiQd 
Ae saafuier of perftmndiiff cleidcdl ttad' paraobial 
dntfiea. Hii D\m uiqm>vdbentB'as:a achoiary^^ 
a dniiiey add ma der^^onaiiy abundaiidy 
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fied him for thb direc^on; and no one ever Ibl*- 
lowed at without finding his account in dfiteg ao^ 
Besides gpiving diem snit^e^and ifiriendly aiMce^ 
it was his practice to recommend, and-then lend 
to them the most us^dbooks^ of whidi h^ had 
aJarge and loduaUe collection. 

I haie here spoken o£ Dr. JOHHsOKa^ being 
0it\ibe kaxd of the Clergy in Canneciicut.- That 
he was rea% sty in ma eqmiiaNe seose^ must have 
appeared Aom .lii^ coorscl of thia histdryK ^oid 
ihat the Clergy 'th^tnsdbres Wished him ta be so 
in a legal B^aoMt^ is [evident-from their unanimous 
recpiest,. first to* Dt. GintON, and afterwaoxlis to 
Dr-SH£BXOGX, that he might be appointed the 
ViAiQip<£.Landorii Cqiuf issart, widi jurisdic- 
tion onwr dftonu Imanswer to the first af^ka* 
<ittiv JBishop4 GIBSON. safs p£ the appomtment 
Kqoeated, ^ aiettax.to^Dv. JowmonKA Septem- 
ber 16,il>rM: :i^ This, I thmk, would be rig^^ <* 
^.at kaattdeaerve cotBoderation^ i£a newcemmb* 
f^ jfWwiere to be granted upon: the dei^ or re« 
f^signattonof Mr. P&ice; but I care not to re^ 
^ ii9ie ^aay partofjwhat I havegrsaited) without 
^^ ins oQBflent. . .Iirthe^miean time you will com- 
^ municatb. tUs;.ta;ypur. neig^ibouring Clerg^r^ 
^i.whooEi;, togetheriwilh.foanielf, I cbmmendto 
^ thfi divine ^pl^tQGtioD*'^ SiihcfiSsji^Bura 



anijwertb due ISceisppUcation, is is a letter to the^ 
BoctMfy dsted Jaimaiy ^3, t $r49. ^^ I received,^ 
aa^ hisrOLcrrdtiiip)'^^ fli letCer-fiiiMii: ike Clergy of 
^ Cormecticut^f'daiteAiitcSAjGF September lsat» 
^ I agre^iiifith the Ckrgjr^ thatkis higUy phjfei' 
^ and'CpovQiiient'to bove^alfistaiict Cdmiaissarf 
l^jfor tkait cdony v and ?it' is a .git^afe sadsfiictk)!! 
iVte o&e toJsKl thaSt diey^har^e ^d w<tt^y a peru' 
^^ BOii..as 3i«rui9df /amongst then^ tuider whose 
\^-^csa€ and inspectite tdiey unmuinouBly desire 
^^\to. bd placed^ 1* shaB make iio difficulty of 
¥. aen^iig a cofmiMS&a<ldSriiq:ocdi]i|^:tto yon^ as 
^^. aoon! as I . takt a: proper audioifity liEitim fhe 
^ King, which I.^whitiiertoii3dbi]?ed).in hopes 
f f of seeing amiher and bettet sfetdement of eo*' 
^^: dtesiaatkal affoixs ia die cosmtay. ItwiBnot 
^/ i«ow be .lf>ng hrfore I shstt be aUe^ lo. write 
i^ tnorti dislincdy^"- i^c^dBinjIiJr, inSeptembeir 
fi>U0¥i$xig) he^x^te again to Dr* |QHK^aif,< en-r 
dofiinj^t a ea|^y 9f his circular le|ttetJo^e.late 
Sishop ftfi'AoiK^i^V^cOiidi^^ .in whkfa he 

^ajasy ^^;ljbiyi!^>btf$|iiii'faslminrilieg^ec^ the 9t> 
^^Jzix^Qf jyom,ch»r^hx»^ awd have been soUcit- 
^^^ing the (^sMbyjibmiiefii^ <9|f jom ^oe^twp' Bishops 
^^^Q.tesick^ in :9ripeft fArtu ^ft fbe .:p]anlat4onst 
^VandjorMve idi^iiPQiitiKifili^an^ dmctioti} of .th$ 
;!'A^rlwi^: lidM) |etisi|de^fci;i8ytadif/^J^ hmi 



^ but- dmrblies, ttid I <am pes^tiUbd) tjknr^aia 
'^ )]ffiiplH^^rendiBg!lnj Enfhmd ^ovigUrtD Sunrei. or 

*f «8 Ircaf^eii&aieiBctt p^ li^^ lipraBeiMda 

*tht sdCbred to his pritici^ afltoei»i>f -state tcr 
^^ b^ cauddmtiP Wk ^msa itdre ifae o&l;^ n^ 

Biflbop ^ctf LomkriB ^kxmttksav^i^iianispe Df« 

csfiised (b tdEO'iiipateiit iffpiA die ir^ifAi for ifae 

ke)\9Q»>pcBStta(ted tfwlififf 0ttlfi0|i Tesidkig' m 
EM^andik2&-Me'm>^]\^ Chords in 

the Affteficim cblbfiles/ 0t' mJ^-tb hu^t 'Are 
chdrge oTitii .4|isi'iwi«d&ip\?dAtbttittd im ^i 
e^iMi^ )ttid[ insert ifw^ pfis^yty.^eflMNt «rifll 
eedefiiMteal ' jdbriidfctibii '6v'i» .^ eqloiaes* 

be iflisile^ t)» (mM» (mi oti^^bM^tfi-mA iq edio 
suchce^rre^ibf.tliie imei«M»iof^^^<^ att 
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^ present ia a veiy bad sitaation: Bishop oi^ a 
" vast country, ivithout power, or influence, or 
^^ any means of promoting true religion : seques- 
^^ tered from the people over whom I have the 
^ care, and must never hope to see. I should 
"be tempted to throw dS aQ diis care quite, 
" were it not for the sake of preserving even the 
" appearance of an Episcopal Church in the 
" plantations." 

As another branch of Dr. Johnson's btyieoC" 
kncey it may be proper to meotion his remark- 
able kospitaUttf. For the greater part of his 
life he kept what may be called a puUic table* 
This was at all times liberally furnished, but 
without superfluity or needless e^ense* To say 
nothing of his parishioners and neighbours, the 
poorest of whom were frequently fed at his 
table, the Church people belonging to all the 
adjacent towns thought it their duty, when they 
came to Stratford^ if their business would admit 
of it, to wait upon him ; and they were always 
hospitably received and entertained by him. 
For a number ai years after he entered upon 
his mission, while there was no other Clergy- 
man in the colony, at Christmas and the other 
great festiwds^ his hoxise was thronged for se- 
veral days together, with the pious members 

N 
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of the Church from the neighbouring; towns^ 
who came to Stratford to spend aome pait of 
those solemn season^, under the advantages of 
his public and private ministradons* On such 
occasions eveiy bed was croii^ed ; and some- 
times the number of diese guests was so lai^ge, 
that several of them were obliged to take up 
with lodgings on the floor. As he lived on the 
great road from Boston to New^Tork^ and ha3 
a large acquaintance in both jdaces, as well as 
throughout the country in general, many gen- 
tlemen that travelled contnved their joumies 
80 as to make a stop at Stratford^ in order to 
spend some time with diis eminent Clergjnman. 
He always received them not only wMi polite- 
ness, but in the most agreeable and friendly man- 
ner; and his conversation was such, that they 
could not but be pleased with it, and itwastheir 
own &ult if they were not the wber and better 
for it. 

His conversation was enHvened andretidered 
more pleasing by the natural cheerfulness ksS his 
disposition. He was commonly the moat cheer- 
ful man in company, and frequendy said the 
sprig^tliest things that were said in it. Yet he 
was careful to keep up the dignity of his charac- 
ter; and one mig^t discover in him the scholar. 
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ijie gentleman, the clergyman, and the pious 
christian, in his freest and most cheerful dis- 
course. He always endeavoiued to introduce 
what might be useful and improi^ng, as well as 
what might be agreeable, in conversation; and 
his friends in general, I believe, may say, what 
-one of them, who was acquainted with him for 
fifty-five years, and for the greater part of that 
time enjoyed his. most intimate friendship, has 
puhlidy declai«dii in the fisllowing words: — 
^ Without an k^rbok^ I may say it, I know 
^^ not diat I ever conversed with him, without 
** fitiding myself afterward the better for it."* 

What readeredi his conversatiion peculiarly 
improving, as well as agreeable, was his know- 
ledge of the affairs of the world, and his general 
acquaintance with all the branches of learning. 
.He was not only a good classical scholar^ but 
well versed in all the Ubercd arts and sciences. 
He knew, and could explain with precision, their 
respective boundaries and limits, their connec- 
tion with each other, and in what manner they 
are conducive to the happiness of man* The 
study of the belles lettres and polite literature 
was his constant and favourite amusement; and 

* Mr. Beach, in his Funeral Sermon^ p. 14. 
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jscarcely any thing of this kind, of any conse- 
quence, was published in the English language 
in his time, but what he read. But theology^ 
including the critical study of the holy scrip- 
tures in their original languages, was his main 
literary employment; and, in subserviency to 
it, history^ both ancient and modem, ecclesias- 
tical and civil, engaged no small share of his 
time. Heaven had Messed him with a quick 
perception, and with a sound judgment; and by 
an almost incredible application of these powers, 
through a long life, he became what a very able 
and competent judged asserts him to have been, 
viz. ^^ The most excellent scholar, and the most 
^^ accomplished divine, that this colony (^Coti- 
•* necticutj ever had to glory in.'* And had his 
memory been equal to his judgment, or to his 
application, he would perhaps have been but 
little inferior to the most celebrated scholars and 
divines in Europe. 

And here I beg leave to recommend the ex- 
ample of his unwearied cSligenccj in the prosecu- 
tion of his studies^ to the imitation of the Clergy, 
especially of the younger Clergy* With an or- 
dinary application. Dr. Johnson would ' have 

* Mr. Beach, ut rajbnK 
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Been respectable for hb literary improvements, 
and useful in his station. But the pitch of emi- 
nence which he g^ned, and the distinguished 
degree of usefulness which he acquired, were 
the effects of a strenuous exertion of all his facul- 
ties, and of his carefully taking the advantage of 
sdl the opp(»tunities that his situation afforded 
for mcreasing the slock of his knowledge* To 
«xert himself in diis manner was his determined 
resolution; and in pursuance of it^ he never 
knew time to lie heavy upon his hands. Every 
day appeared to him* too short for the business 
and duties it required; and therefore he consi- 
dered himself as indispensably bound to husband 
it in a frugal mannen^ He seldom lost an hour 
through carelessness*, smd never through indo^ 
lence; and he always blamed himself if he found, 
upon reflection^ that he had not improved every 
hour to the best advantage... 

Sudi diligence in the use of our time, for the 
purpose of intellectual' improvement, is undoubt- 
edly, in some degree,! the duty of aU men, of 
whatever station or character; as it enlarges the 
mind, and consequeittiy increases a man's abili^ 
to do good, as weU as renders him capable of a 
higher degree of bapfmiess, both here and here^- 
alter. But tiiis general duty is more immedi* 

N2 
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ately incuinhent on the Ckrgy^ on a further 9c- 
count, as, in the neglect of it, they can never be 
sufficient for those things which God and man 
have a right to expect from them, in the.dis- 
chai^ge of their function. He that undertakes to 
instruct others ought not to be a novice himsdf* 
The Clergyman who has a tolerable conpeption 
of the importance and dignity of the sacerdotal 
office, and of the difficulties attending a due exe- 
cution of it (and he that has not, would do well 
to read what St. Jerom, St« Crrtsostome, 
St. Basil, and Erasmus hatve said on the sub* 
ject, or at least some of the many excellent pieces 
relating to it, that have been written in our own 
language), must see that he has not a moment to 
lose or trifle away; but, on the other hand, that 
he ought to exert all his powers with unremitting 
application, and pray for the assistance 9f heaven 
to prosper his endeavours, that he may be ena- 
bled to acquit himself with honour in that ha- 
zardous station in which he is placed. He that 
thinks himself thoroughly qualified, in point of 
learning, for eveiy part of a Clergyman's duty, 
which frequently requires him, among other 
things, to explain the suUime do^tdi^ of the 
Christian religion, and sometimes to defend its 
Iruth and authority against the vanoi|s tribes of 
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Us q;>posers, betrays his unfitness for it by that 
very presumption ; and he that is conscious of 
his own deficiency, it is to be hoped, will endea* 
vour to repsdr it as effectually and as speedily as 
possible. Every Clergyman should be at least 
well versed in theology^ both speculative and 
practical; and the life of a Divine^ like that of 
a Christian, oug^t to be progressive, with regard 
to its proper improvements, continually advanc- 
ing towards a higher degree of perfection, and 
shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

A late illustrious and excellent Prelate, than 
whom none was better able to judge of a Clergy- 
man's duty, and whose advice ought to have 
peculiar weight with the American Clergy, in 
speaking upon thb subject, says, ^^ Giving in- 
*^ struction requires knowledge: and, therefore, 
^^ as a competent degree of it is jusdy expected 
^^ of persons before they enter into Holy Orders; 
^^ so, when they enter, the care of making a con- 
^^ tinual progress in it is solemnly promised by 
^^ them, and covenanted for with them* What 
^^ may be a very good beginning, is by no means 
^^ a sufficient stock to go on with; and even diat 
^^ will lessen, if no pains be taken to increase it. 
^' Continued application is then a duty of im-* 
^^ portance. Persons of lower abilities and at* 
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^^ taiimtents are in danger, without it, of 
'^ useless and despised ; and they who set out 
^^ with greater advantages, are bound to eadea- 
/' your at doing, in proportion, greater service to 
^* the Church of God. Widiout exception, ihere- 
^^ fore, all who are engaged in so serious an etn- 
*' plo3maent as our% if they have any regpard 
^' either to their duty or character, must take 
^' care not to be more remaiiud>le for dieir diver" 
^' wns dian their studies^ nor indokntiy to trifle 
" their time awayj va&ttaA q£ employing it to good 
"' purposes. And though most parts of learning 
>^ win be useful to us, and all parts ornamental; 
^^ yet we must be sure to remember, what we 
*' have been solemnly admonished of, that no 
^^ attention to any thing else ought ever to draw 
^^ us away from the puimiit of such knowledge 
^' as is properly theological. IPot. to excel in 
.^^ odier things, and be deficient in that, cannot 
^^ bat cast a grievous refiectibn either on us for 
^^ not studymg what we profess, or on our piro- 
^^ fession, as having litde in it worth studying. 
^' Our principal business, therefore, must be^ to 
^ obtain a thorough acquaintance with the Chris- 
^> tian fiuth; first ^ grounds, thai tiie doctrines 
" of it."* 

* See Dr. Secker's first charge to the Clerg/ of liil 
diocess, when Bishop of Oxford^ p. 14. 
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Dt. Johnson's industry in the pursuit of know* 
ledge, uncommon 9s it was, was not greater, nor ^ 
more remarkable, than his lo'oe of truth. Where- 
ever truth appeared to lead, he thought it his 
duty to follow, without regarding the inconve- 
niences that might be the consequence* And, 
therefore, soon after he was able to judge for 
himself, we find him laying aside the prejudices 
of his education, one after another; giving up 
opinions which he had received as properly esta- 
blished; and embracing such principles as, on a 
cardul examination, appeared to be true, how- 
ever contrary to his former judgment, or to the 
received doctrines of his country. And this was 

• 

without any appearance of pride, or «ny affecta- 
tion of singularity ; for his whole conduct dis- 
covered that he departed fVom the provincial 
standard of orthodoxy with reluctance. His own 
penetration made an early discovery of defects 
in the theological and philosophical systems that 
had been taught him; and as soon as he had an 
opportunity of bringing them to a fair examina- 
tion, by the assistance of books, or the^ conver- 
sation of those who dared to think for them- 
selves, he acted with the greatest impartiality 
and candour; critically examining the proofs 
that could be alleged on both sides; balancing 
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the difficulties and objections that arose >fiom 
different views of the doctrine in question; and 
endeavouring to regulate his assent by the de- 
gree of preponderating evidencs. It was in' this 
manner that lie gradually exchanged the priiici« 
pies of the old philosophy for those of the New* 
tonian system; that he quitted the rigid predes* 
tinarian notions for those which appeared* to be 
more rational and scriptural doctrines ; and that 
he conformed to the Church of Engkifid while 
jbe leU th^ force of many worldly motives to die 
coiUrajy. 

The same impartiality' whkh distinguished' 
his first inquiries attendM hhn throu^out all 
the stages of Jus life. He was always willing ta 
re-examine an^rpribticiples he had adopted; and 
when any controversies were raised, or any new 
doctrines were asserted, of the least apparent 
importance, he gave a candid attention to 8^ 
that was offered by die contending parties. 

Although the northern American colonies 
have never been troubled widv the controversy 
between Protestants and Papists j as the latter 
have had no advocates among us; yet the Doctor 
was well acquainted with the merits of the cause,, 
being a good master of literary and ecclesiastical 
tusiory, and having read the works of JewxIi, 
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Laud, Brasthall, Chillinowoicth, and aB 
6ur best writers on one side, and some consider* 
«ble pieces on the other. But as to the two 
great standing dbputes, between Qiristians and 
Deists^ as the latter have been pleased to call 
themseh^es, and between Churchmen and Dis'- 
setUerSy we have been more nearly concemed in 
them ; and he made it a rule to read all that was 
published on both sides, either in England or 
America* It is true, no writers on the side of 
inlidelit}^, worthy of any notice, have appeared 
in the colonies^ but we have had large importa-^ 
tions of infidel books, and much mischief has 
been done by the circulation of them. It there* 
fcre as greatly concerns the American Clergy to 
study the controversy as if the writers them* 
selves hdd been the growth of our own soil. In 
ibis branch of study, Dr« Jotfi^sON was eminent. 
There is hardly a book quoted in Dr. Lelakd's 
Vietu of the Deistical Writers with which he was 
unacquainted; and, before diat valuable work 
was published, I remember to Tiave heard him, 
in conversation, give an account of the various 
attacks upon revelation, and of the defences 
which they occasioned, similar to that given by 
that excellent writer. Nor was he less attentive 
to what appeared in the other controversy, which 
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relates to matters of much inferior importance, 
as it was his lot more than once to be personaDy 
engaged in it All this attention was owing to 
his natural love of truth and justice, and not to 
ttiy diffidence of his own religious principles; 
for "he had firmly established all of them in the 
early part of his life, and none of them were ever 
shaken after his examination of the Trinitarian 
disputes, about tlie year 1/S6. 

Dr. Johnson's great fondness for his studies 
was under due regulation, and was never suffered 
to encroach upon the more active duties of his 
station, whether of a public or private nature. 
With regard to freachingy he was careful to pro- 
vide for the instruction and edification of his 
people, in the best manner that he could, accord* 
ing to his judgment. 

He seldom, if ever, ventured to preach extern' 
pore^ notwithstanding the largeness of his store 

* Although, in a general way, extempore harangues are 
Oiore pleasing to the populace than the best discourses that 
can be ..penned, if not recited memorita-f yet there have 
been gome instances, in which sermons that have been 
written, and read to the congregation, have been doself 
attended to, and greatly admired, by every part of the au- 
dience. We are tdd byDr. Birch, in his Li/e qfJlrcbbuinf 
TiLLOTSOM« that he, who is emphatically called, in tie 
Spectator, the great British Preacher, and who was 
more universally admired in the pulpit than any of his co- 
temporaries, *' was never capable of committing his sermons 
** to memory, or preaching extempore, according to the 
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tf ren^mis knowledge, said hik ^rett hdHtybt 
oqiPcstiAg kidttctfi He chose rather ibat dl him 



«( cimojit of the eitrHer part of his time» though so fprett n 
*' master of language, . as wdl as the whole compass of the- 
** oi^gkal lanmfg. TEi« upmred- from «n incideiit (hut i« 
'* related on good authority. Happening to be with a friend 
*f in the country, who was importunate with hint to preach* 
*l Ihoagh he was not furnished with a sermon, he ventured 
*' into the pulpit, where he took for his text one of ftie 
f plainest and fnUest of natter that he could rsGoUeet, Fst 
** Hoe rruut all appear btfore the jud^metvt-teat ^ Christ i upon 
" which he has no less diaii nve discoorseb in his wolrkst 
'* md. yet he soon found himself so much at a loss, that after 
<* about ten minutes spent with great pain to himself, and 
** Q^ fSjetMX satisfaction to his audience, he came down witli 
" a resolution never to make the like attempt for the future* 
« And it n ohservlMe, that the same kind of confusion htA^ 
" penedto Dr. 8AirpERS0v» who vns equally remarkable ^r 
** an excellent memory, and a clear logical head, when, at 
* " tiie persua^oa ^ his friend Dr. Hammoitd, he left hi« 
** sermon with bimi and endeavoured to repeat it in a village 
« eougrsgation/'* 

Indeed* the account given by Dr. Maynaiidi who suc- 
ceeded Dr. TiLi.o'tsosr as preacher at Lincoin** Inn, i& 
some^wluii diflfereiit. He sftys, that beihg with Dr. TxLt.oT* 
SON, and op a certain occasion " observing to him, that h^ 
<< was glad that hn had pitserved his sermons, beciiuse he 
" always thought that his Grace had preached from short 
** notes only, the Archbishop replied^ that he had always 
*' written every wOfd before he preached it ; but used to get 
" it by heart, till he found that it heated his head so much a 
** day or two before and after he preached, that he waa 
« forced to leave jt off." Dr. Maynarb also says, ** that 
'* Dr. Wakc, at the same time preacher at Gray*9 Irm, one 
^ day told him that he was resolved to preach no longet 
*' without book, since evtrj body, even Dr. Tillotsov^ 
" had now left it off."t 

However, accor^g to evexy account, Dr. TiLtoTSon 



•rbeLifecf TiUoUon, p. 33. See TTalton^s Life ofS09' 
derton. 
t JppmiiM «o the tame Hfi, p. 41S. 

O 
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k^rmons should be die production of stiidy vsA 
cool reflecdon, composed with care, dnd written 
down at large ; and in preaching diem he gene- 
rally confined himself to what he had written* 
His sermons were consequendy regular composi- 
tions; and by reason of the cleame3s of method^ 
and a studied plainness, 1>ut correctness, of lan- 
guage, they were at once adapted to4he use either 
of a learned or an illiterate audience* 

In pronouncing diem, as well as in reading the 
Litux^, or any of the occasional offices, his 
tncamer was solemn^ and sometimes pathetic. He 
appeared grave and composed, both in die pulpit 
and desk; but it could plainly be discovered, * 
by the elevadon and inflections of iiis voice, as 
well as by his countenance and gestures, that he 
was often warmed and animated by his subject. 
He had a pcoper strength of voice^ wUch cond- 



carefully composed and wrote down all his sermons ; and, 
during the period of his greatest eminence as a preacher, he 
never troubled himself to get them by heart. And yet» not 
only at LinoobC* Lm, but at St. Lcmrence ytfory, and where- 
ever he preached, " the audience generally stood, or sat^ 
" with the greatest attention, and even w^ted upon his dis- 
*< courses, hanging upon his lips. One should hardly see a 
** ^wandering eye among themj and when his sermons were 
'< ended, they went away with satisfied niindsi and ghud 

*' lueartiit and cheerful countenances."* 

■*". 

• /fftnditiM^^SU same i^^, p. 406. • 
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aued to the last;- but the deamess of it began to 
£iil htm ^some years before his death* 

Nor was he less attentive to the more private 
parochial duties than to hi» public performances; 
As long as he was able to go abroad without dif* 
ficuhy, he ^vas frequently among his parishioners^ 
at their own houses, not overlooking the poorest 
or the meanest. He convepsedfamiliarly with all 
of them, and adapted his. conversation to their 
respective circumstances and capacities. Thoa^ 
that were vicious, he endeavoured to reclaim, id 
the spirit of meekness; those that were apt ta 
be negligent and careless, he endeavoured to 
quicken to a^ense of their duty; tiiose that were 
ignorant, he endeavoured to instruct; while those 
that appeared to be serious and religious, he en* 
deavoured to strengdien. and confirm, by placing 
before them the great motives to perseverance, 
and still furtiier improvements. When any of 
them were sick, he conscientiously visited them^ 
treating them in such a manner as he thought 
their cases required, with great compassion and 
tenderness^ 

In his free intercourse with his parishioners, 
he studied to promote, and was successful in 
promoting, peace and good neighbourhood, as 
well as tiie social virtues in general. But what 
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•Iwi^ lay aearest his heart was tiie interest and 
honour of religion, and the eteraal happiness of 
those widi whom he was oooMcted, That diese 
great ends nu^ be aecompUdiedf aa &r a» pQS<^ 
siUe, he fiuthfiiQy laboured, he eamesdy prayed; 
and he had the satis&ction of seeing hiassdf iiH 
atrumenial in advancing them in many- unques* 
donaUe inatanccs. This constderadon affioofded 
him the greatest pleasure of his life, next to die 
■pintem^ed es^ectadon of a hleased immai% 
tality. 

Dr* Jonvson's pi^^ was without any Bsrstuvs 
of that gloom or melandidy which unfoctunatdy 
too often attends it, and renders it useksa to the 
wotld«. He appeared to live under a strong sense 
ef region from his eariy youth. He nei^er 
seemed fo>;getful of his ohligatiotts to, and his 
immediate dependance upon, Afanig^ty God;; 
but, ockMewkdgid Mm in aO hia wm^j owning 
his power and providence, adoring his wisdom, 
in the daily occurrences of life, and referring 
all things to tas righteous and gracious disposal. 
His patience in adversity, and his resignation 
to the wiB of heaven, under die heavy afBictions. 
he met with in the decline of his life, (^nd t3* 
dien he had hardly any experiaMnt^ Icnowledge 
what affl&cuon was) were as coo^kuous and 
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cxemphoy as 0117 other Christian graces Aat he 
posi^essed* 

He had the hig^test esteem for the pecuUar 
thdrmea of revelation; and he considered, even 
with rapturous admiration and gratitude, the 
wonderful jdan^ that was contrived for our re- 
demption, and the still more wonderful execu* 
tion of it, hy the incarnation and sufferings of 
the etemal Son of God.- He never was diqnsed 
to question God's. wiUingi^ss and desire to mak^ 
kim everlastingly happy, since he was graciously 
pleased not to withhold his Son, but to freely 
give him up, for the ransom and salvation even 
of the worst of sibnerss' 

Accordingly his faith in the divine promises' 
was strong, and vigorous^ and active; asvlie was^ 
conscious to himself of having sincerely endea- 
voured,, to the best of his.power, to perform the 
conditions on which. they are sui^iended. One 
of his most intimate fiiends^ tells us, that 
^ many y^ars: ago he, in the most serious man-^ 
^^ ner, informed him^ that, if itwas God'swiS^ 
^ he found himself willing, when he laid him- 
^' self down, at night, never to> awake ia tiiia. 
^ worid again.?' 

* Mr.' BBAtn^ utMftv; 

03 
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Wid)^ 9Bch- fidth and vmgutkNi fas iwitt 
on, from year to j^ear, proxnotfaigthe fj^OKftd 

mea, and perfecting himsdl£ AtkaQg^lwraig 
finished fStut worit assigned bam, and being npe 
tut inunoitaiay^ God was pleased toi tmndnte 
Urn bom. the w ilda nie s a of thia wodd J» tie cky 
0f the Imng Q^ the htmetdy J^erueakmi^ htmi 
the coaqMoqir of hn esnthljr friends to dM ^an^ 
ous socieljry which oonsasta of angels and aech^ 
ang^ aa wdl aa of lir tpirits efjmt men nuuk 
pttfict. 



Gmdmiiiig^ Mematie ^ Me £diton 

In die perussd of the preceding, pages, Ae 
leader has no doubt been struck widi the rcmsik^ 
aUe £Kt, that at a time iHben the Epiacopidf 
Church was unknown in Omnecticttt^ the Rev» 
Dr. CcTLsst, the President of Yale CoBege ; Dr.^ 
Jormsoh; and odter eminent Congregationat 
Ministers in thatState, were led Id exanune the 
subject of Episcopacy; and diat dietrreseardhes 
terminated in a resolution to obtain wiUd ordina- 
tionfrom the hands of Bisfaops. Thia rescdution 
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^Mioppoatd to all the pNJuiioei <if t^eireda^ 
tat jo H y snctiofied ssd confirmed fajr the genenl 
bdief andpractiec afdtty ceuM tay ua ieiu It cast 
Ae most pointed and tilxiaxtOQS ceieam oatbr 
^pdi^^oiis cc H i a dtu t io it of liieir^ comttiy^ ifhicb 
vftry modve of intevest and re|HStatkin ui^ged 
Aom to respect and anpport*- The impoctant 
dnmge lb dicir vtewB must t to r e iipre lia:febeea 
n rductaat aacxiflGe paid li» lftiM». They could 
kave been excited oidy by diat con6dence whkb' 
a acne of die supreme oU^gationa of trujdi in* 
j^hreS) to cany into eibct a reaokaaon which 
ibcjr foresaw woidd subject them to many woiid» 
ly inoonTeoiences, and to general odium Mid re# 
proadb, at a period when the aacred r%fala of 
conscience were leas undeiatood and ieq>ected 
than at the present day* 

Thcfe are found penonr who assert, that ail 
inqniriea conceniing the mode of conveying from 
the divme Head of the Chnrch the authority ol 
the Priesthood are trivial^ uaeleas, and even 
hostSe (D the interests of pietyi and that those 
who -engage in them betray a narrowness c^ 
mind and dbposttion incompatible with the en» 
larged love of truthj and with Christian charity. 
But may not the language of expostulation be 
justly raised against those who sport diese as* 



151 lifi of Br. fokMon. 

Bertions?' b treating coiiAfm^liiot^ a subjeoli' 
ifMch; to' say the least, many wise and good 
men' in eveiy age have deemed of the &:st imi 
pcntance, do diey not warrant uie suspition diot 
they have never seriously and fully examined it? 
The advocates* of Episcopacy, while they are 
amdous to enforce, what the universal Church 
has ahrays maintained, dK necessity and efficacy 
of the minbtrations of a vaUd PrieMoody and 
the duty of preserving' ^ the vniiy of the spirit 
^^ in the bond of peace," do nor presumptuously 
withhold the mercies' of God from any* who sin-^ 
cerefy seeito know and todo his wilL Doer 
not then the charge of violating the spirit. of 
Christian charity recoil on those who' tfausun^ 
jusdy and intemperately cast it on odierff? 

It is not the intention of the Editor to attempt 
to exKibirthe importance of the inquiry concern- 
ing die modg' in which vaBd ordination is to be 
obtained. This inquiiy is ccmducted to a deary 
and, he ventures to say, unanswerable conclusion 
in the tracts of the immortal Chillingworth^ 
and Leslie;*^ men who )iield to none in strength 
and variety of talents, in closeness of reasoning, 

* The tracts of Leslie here i^uded to are re-published 
m the Scholar Jrmed, 



and in extesituni accuniQr of kontitigv vidto 
, whom the Cfaxirch it iodsbted fbrlibe bc8td&% 
fences that are extant d her&ith and doctrines* 
Nor k it hit. intention to pitove^ that in eveiy age 
of ^ Churchy mtn of the moBt exalted piieQr 
and talents, from die holy maityr Icqiatii78^ 
Bishop of Aji^oeky the- coaitemporary of the 
Aposdea) to many wha aovr shine as distin-^ 
gdbhed lumiaariea in the Church, mufennly 

I lioid the language, ^ Let no. man do any diiog 
^ of vdisjt belong to the ChuBok vnthaut the 

I ** BUkop^^ He deems it, however^ necessary 

I to remark, that no one vho has perused the 
piFeceding pa^s can consider Dr. JoHNSON^a 

! opimon of die necessity of Ephcopcd oreSnatiof^ 
to the exercise of a valid minisiryj as the oS^ 
spring of a weak and uninformed mind, or of 
H narrow and bigotted heart.. And concemmg^ 
Dr. Cutler, the President of Yale College^ 
who entertai^d tlie same views with Dn Joiin« 
SON of the necessity of Episcopal ordinati<ni» 
the Editor begs leave to present an extract from 
Ae Rev. Dr. MiLLEii'li Retrospect of the Eigh*^ 
teenth Gentury^ In his accounts of those persona 

* Iqjtatxvs. £pi|. to the Sm^csDf^ 
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whom he introduces into his work, Dr. Milcek 
certainly eiadences a candodr and an'impartialitjr 
that do him the highest honour. 

At page 359 of vdume ii. Ur. Miller thus 
writes: ^ In Connecticut; at ^is time, Utera* 
^ ture and science were, on the whole, gaining 
** ground. The j^pointment of the Rev; Dr. 
*^ CuTLSR,^ as President of Yale College, was. 
*' an^ auspicious event to that institution. He 
« was a man of profound and general learning 
^^ in the various branches- of knowledge culti^ 



•* • The Rev. Dr. Timothy Cutlea received hU ediica-- 
tion at Harvard College, where he graduated ink 1701. la 
1710 he was ordained and installed Minister of a Church 
in Stratford, according to the constitution of the Churches 
in Gonnteticut. In 1719 he was chosen President of Yaltt 
College, and entered on the duties of the office the same 
year. In 1722'he-relinquished the communion of the Con- 
gregational Church, anid soon afterwards went to England 
and received orders in the Episcopal Church. He received 
the degree of Boetet m Divtnily mm both the universities 
of Cb^ord and Cambridge. He became Rector of Christ 
Church, in Bottom, in the year 1733, where he died in 
1765. He is represented to have been a man of strong 
natural powers, and of extensive learning. He was weli 
aci|uainted with classic literature, and was one* of > the best 
Oriental scholars ever educated in America. The Rev. 
Dr. STiL£s.say8, < he had more knowledge of the Arabic 
than any man in Nevi-England before him, except Presi- 
dent Chauncsy, and his disciple, the first Mr. That* 
CHKR.' Jyr. Cutler was also well skilled in logic, me- 
taphysics, moral philoso{>hy, theology, and ecclesiastical, 
history."' 
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^-yated In his day, particularly in Oriental lite<« 
^ rature, and presided over the seminary which 
'^^ he was called to superintend, with dignity, 
*^ Aisefulness, and general approbation." 
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(.etiers to Dr. Johnmn, fifom Bisliop Bsrkbl&y, Aidi« 
biskop Sb€Kb», Bishap Lowth. and otlicrs. 



ITJk fiUcnoing Latert^ 'Otbieb are hut a tmaii Part of the Cor- 
rttpondmce cf the EngUtb Gergy witb Dr. Johnsoit, are 
firmted^omjaitbfiti Ca^etj taken by Dr, Caxvioi^nvLfrani 
tie OriginaU. It is mud toJft regretted that the Copie* cf 
the rest of tbit Carrufiondenee, together vtitb Dr, Chak** 
suir's 0OJU valuable and eoctenthe Corre^)ond^nce and 
large CuUection ^ ManuBCriptt relative to the Chil and 
Mcektiaetkal Affaire of tbie Comtry btfare tbe I^peUutmitt 
home been deetrcyed^'^ 



Letjprefram Biebop Beekblsy to Dr. Jobiksov. 

JLt is a common fault for men to hate oppositioii* and td 
be too nmch wedded to th«r own opinkuia. I am so sensN 
Ue of this in others, that I cotdd not pardon it to myself. 
If I considered mine any further than they seem to me to 
be trae ; which 1 shall be the better able to judge of when 
they have passed the scrutiny of persons ao weU qualified to 
examine them as ytm and your friends appear to be ; to 
whom my iiiiesf nM»t be an apology for net sending this 
answer seontar. 

P 



« 



158 JiUihjp Berkeley to Dr. yubnson. 

1. The true use and end of satuval philosophy is to ex* 
plain the phenomena of nature, which is done by discover^ 
ing the laws of nature, and reducing particular appearances 
to them. This is Sir Isaac Newton's method, and suctf 
method or design is not in the least inconsistent with the 
principles I lay down. This mechanical philosophy doth 
not assign or suppose any one natural efficient cause in the 
strict and proper sense ; nor is it, as to its use, concerned 
ibout matter, nor is matter connected therewith, nor doth 
it infer the being of matter. It must be owned indeed that 
the mechanical philosophers do suppose (thoogh unneoessa- 
lily) the being of matter. They do even pretjend to demoa- 
ttrate that matter is proportional to gravity, which, if they 
cottld« this indeed would furnish an unanswerable objection. 
But let us examine their demonstration. It is laid down in 
the first place, that the momentum of any body is the pro- 
duct of its quantity by its velocity, 9nolet in cekritatem dueta. 
If, therefore, the velocity is given, the momentum will be 
as its quantity. But it is observed that bodies of all kinds 
descend in vacuo with the same velocity ; therefore the mo- 
mentum of descending bodies is as the quantity or moles, 
1. e. gravity is as matter. But this argument concludes no- 
thing, and Is a mere circle. For I ask, wl^en it is premised 
that the momentum is equal to the ^vbdet in eeleritatpm dueta, 
how the moles or quantity of matter is estimated ? If yoa 
say« by extent, the {>ropo«ition is not true : if by weight, 
then you suppose that the quantity of matter is proportional 
to matter, i. e. the conclusion is taken for granted in one of 
the premises. Aa for absolute space and motion, which are 
also supposed without any necessity or use, I refer you to 
what I have already published, particularly in a Latin tzea» 
tise, de Motu, which I shall take care to send you. 
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2. Cause is taken in different senses. A proper active 
efficient cause I can conceive none but spirit ; nor any action » 
strictly speaking, but^where there is will. But thisjdoth not 
hinder the allowing occasional causes (which are in truth 
but signs), and more is not requisite in the best physics, 
i. e. the mechanical philosophy. Neither doth it hinder the 
admitting other causes besides God, such as spirits of dif- 
ferent orders, which may be termed active causes, as acting 
indeed though by limited and derivative powers. But as 
for an unthinking agent, no point of physics is explained by 
it, nor is it conceivable. 

S. Those who have all along contended for a material 
T7orld, have yet acknowledged that natura naturems (to use 
the language of the schoc^men) is God; and that the divine 
conservation of things is equipollent to, and, in fact, the 
tame thing with a continued repeated creation : in a word, 
that conservation and creation diBfer only in the terminus a 
quo. These are the common opinions of schoolmen ; and 
"DvtLAVDVS, who held the world to be a machine like a 
dock made and put in motion by God, but afterward conti- 
nuing to go of itself, was therein particular, and had few 
followers. The very poets teach a doctrine not unlike the 
schools— ilf«w agitat mdem, Virg. ^neid vi; The Stpics 
and Platonists are every whrre full of the same notion. I 
am not therefore singular in this point itself, so much as in 
my way of proving it. Further, it seems to me that the 
power and wisdom of God are as worthily set forth by sup- 
posing him to act immediately as an omnipresent infinitely 
active spirit, as by supposing him to act by mediation of 
subordinate causes, in preserving and governing the natural 
world. A clock indeed may go independent of its maker 
•r artificer, inasmuch as the gravitation of its pendulum 



jgmxtit^A from another cauae, and that the artificer b not the 
adequate cause of the dock; so that the analogy wonld not 
Ibe juflt, to suppose a clock is in respect of its artist what 
the world is ia respect of its Creator. For ought I can see, 
it ia no disparagement to Ae perfections of God to say, 
that all things necessarily depend on him as their Consenrar 
tor as well as Creator, and that all nature would shrink to 
nothing if not upheld and preserved in being by the same 
force tfaat first created it Thia I ana sure ia agroeaUe to 
holy scripture, aa well as to the writinga of the mont 
esteemed philosophers ; and if it be coBsadnitd. Utat mea 
make use of tools and maehijMa to snpply defiect of power 
in themselves^ we shall think it no hoDonr to the Divini^ 
to attribute such things to him. 

4. As to gpakt, it is the same thing whether I kitt « ima 
with my hands or an mstniaient ; whether Idn itmyself cr 
make use of a ruffian. The Unputatieik theiefiESC vBfoa the 
aaiictity of God is eq^ial* whether we sufq^s* cut aeasatioas 
to b^ produced immediately by God, or by the m»«iw»im» of 
inBtrumentft and subordinate causes, all which, are hk caea^ 
lares, and moved by his laws. This, theological coniridrm» 
tion, therefore, may be waved, as leading befide the qnes' 
tion; for snch I hold all points to be which beac equally hard 
on both sides of it. Difficulties about the principle of 
moral actions will cease, if we consider that all guih ia in 
the wiU> and that our ideas, from whatever cause they aic 
produced, are alike inert. 

5. As to the art and contrivance in the parts of animals, 
&c. -I have considered that matter in the JPrmeifiiet ofimmtm 
Kuawiedge, and, if I mistake not, sufficiendy shown the 
wisdom and use thereof, ccmsidered as signs and means of 
information. I do not indeed wonder, that on first reading 
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what I have written, men are not thoroughly convinced* 
On the contrary, I should very much wonder if prejudices, 
which have been many years takin)gf root, should be extir- 
-pated in a few hours reading. I had no inclination to trouble 
•the world with large volumes. What I have done was ra- 
ther with a view of giving hints to thinking men, who have 
leisure and curiosity to go to the bottom of things, and pur- 
sue them in their own minds. Two or three times reading 
these small tracts, and making what is read the occasion of 
' thinking, would, I believe, render the whole familiar and 
easy to the mind, and take off that shocking appearance 
which hath often been observed to attend speculative truths. 
'6. I see no difficulty in conceiving a change of state, 
such as is vulgarly called DeatJb, as well without as with 
material substance. It is sufficient for that purpose that we 
allow sensible bodies, /. e. such as are immediately perceived 
by sight and touch, the existence I am so far from question- 
ing (as philosophers are used to do), that I establish it, X 
think, upon evident principles. Now, it seems very easy 
to conceive the soul to exist in a separate state Ci. e. divested 
from those limits and laws of motion and perception with 
which she is embarrassed here), and to exercise herself on* 
new ideas, without the intervention of these tangible thing? 
we call bodies. It is even very possible to apprehend how 
- the soul may have ideas of colours without an eye, or of 
sounds without an car. •••••••• 
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Cksne, Jmg. 23^ 1740. 
Bxv. SiE> 

I am obUged for th« acconnt jmi haane 
9Cnt me of the proeperoii» estata of leaming in yomr dolkge 
of Nen»'IIa^}cn. I apfwowe o£ tlie Begidationft saade tbfiis^ 
and am particulady: pleased to find your scsia have oEmde 
^uch a progress as appears from th«ir elegant addnNft tone 
10 the Latin tongue. It must indeadi s^ve me a very scBsafaie 
satisfaction to hear thajt my weak endeavoqn liave Iseen of 
^fms, use and service to^that part of tite world* I hawe tmm 
letters of yours at once on my hands to- ansvrflr, for wJbidi 
business of vacious kinds must be my apologgiw As to the 
^t, whejein you enclosed a small pamphkt.vdating to- tar 
water, I can only sa^ in bahalf of tliose points in which ths 
ingenious author seems to differ fxom me» that I advance 
^thing which is not groundad on es|>enefle^ aa mof he 
aeen at large in Mr. Prior's naisraliire of tiiacefibctaxf tar 
water, printed three or four years. a||o» aadLwhicdtmay be 
supposed to have reached Amerkim 

For the rest I am glad to find a^ spiiifc towanls. learning 
prevails, in those paits> partifiuUiif Jf/m-QSati^. wbem: you 
say a college isprojected».which haa.n^ bait. wiaheSi. At>die 
same time I am son^ that, the condttien otlrehmk cesMaia^ 
ing such numbers of p^Kvunednoaited pen^li^ forinhoseisafae 
charity schools are erecting throughout thf kin8dom»,obfi9eds 
lis to draw charities from England; so far are we firom being 
sible to extend our bounty to New'Tork, a country in pro- 
portion Tnuch richer than our own. But as you are pleased 
to desise my advice iq)on this undertaking, I send the fol- 
lowing hints to be enlarged and improved by your own judg- 
ment. 
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I trould not advise the apj^yiAg to Sngiand for dmrtert 
or ttatxaes (which might came.gx«at tcoubie, expense and 
delay),, but to do ^ait bitnness quietif within yoivselves. 

I heliftve it mzy suffice to begin with a piesident and two 
fellows. If they can pnicure but three fit perKms» I doubt 
not the ee^egfif ftont i^ smaUest begkmingi, would soon 
ff9w eoaeidemble. I should conceive good hopes were you 
at the head of it. 

I^t them by all meana supply themselves out of the semi- 
nariea in Nem^JEtiglmid, For I am very appiehensive none 
ca« be got^in OU Ef^md> (w^ areiwil&ig to go) worth 
sending;, 

l.et the Greek and Latin classics be well taught. Be this 
the first care as to learning, But the princ^Md care must be 
good life and morals, to which (as well as to study) early 
hours and temperate meals will much conduce. 

If the terms for degrees are the same as at Oxford or 
CamhridgCt this would give credit to the college, and pave 
the way for admitting their graduates ad eundem in the En- 
glish universities. 

^OEiaU premiums in books, or distinctions in habit, may 
prove useful encouragements to the students. 

I would advise that the building be regular, plain and 
cheap, and that each student have a small rpom (about tea 
feet square) to himself. 

1 recGonmended this nascent seminary to an. English Bi-> 
shop,, to try what might be done there. But by his ansxver 
it seems the colony is judged rich enoug^i ft educate its^owa 
youth. 

CoUegofti fnun small beginnings grow great by subsA* 

qiient bequests, and, benefaaions. A small matter wiU su& 

^ ficft toset 09a a-gpia£^ And when, thisis^ once well doQC^ 
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there is no doubt it will go on and thrive. The chief &m' 
cem must be to set out in a good method, and introduce 
from the very first a good taste into the society. For thi« 
end its principal expense should be in making a handseme 
provision for the president and fellows. 

I have thrown together these few crude thoughts for you 
to ruminate upon and digest in your own judgment, and 
propose from yourself, as yon see convenient^ 

My correqxmdence with patients that drink tar water 
obliges me to be less punctual in corresponding with trj 
friends. But I shaU be always glad to hear from you. My 
sincere good wishes and prayers attend you in all yom* laud- 
able undertakings. 

I am your friithful humble servant, 

Ck GLOYNS. 



dayne, July 17, 1750. 

A few months ago I had an opportunity^ 
of writing to you and Mr. Honymak, by an inhabitant of 
Mbock'lMland government. I would not nevertheless omit 
the present occasion of sahiting you, and letting you know» 
that it gave me great pleasure to hear from Mr. Botbk, a 
passenger from those parts, that a late sermon of yours at 
J/evj-ffaven, hath had a very good effect in reconciling se- 
Teral to the Church, i find aho by a letter from Mr. Clap» 
that learning continues to make notable advances in your 
coUege. This gives me great satisfaction. And that God 
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maty bless your worthy endeavours, and crown them with 
success,, is the sincere prayer of» Rev. Sir, 

Your faithful brother and obedient servant, 

G. CLOYNE. 
F. S, I hope your ingenious sons are still an ornament ta 
Yak Colisg^t A»^ tread in thdr father*! steps. 



CH^m, yufy 35, 1751. 

I would mot let Mr. Hall depart with- 
out a line from me in ackno^idedgnient of your letter which 
he put into my hands. 

As for Mr. HuTCBiirsov's wtitiogB, I am not acquainted 
wiA tiMm. I I'nre in a remote comer, whese nm^ mbdeni 
tiung8> escape me. Only thia I caa say, that I faaEfeoi>iBTved 
tiiat author to be mentloiied as an enthnraut, which gvrt 
me no pre p oe w ssion in ha £avour. 

I am. glad te fiiid» by Mr. Claf's letter^ and the tpedawng 
el Ikexaittre eadoeed in his packet,, that kaniii^ continuct 
to make a pmgress in Yale College; and hope liiat yiitM 
aod ehristian charity may htep pace witk it. 

The letters which you and Mr. Clav say yon had written 
in answer to my last, never came to my hands. I am girnl 
to hear, by Mr. Hall, of the good heakih and condition oC 
yoans elf and family. I pray God to bleu jaa and yoiBV, 
and prosper your g^ood endeavours, 
lam, Rev. Sir, 

Your faithful friend and humble servant, 

G. CLOYNE. 
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Letters Jrom Bishop Sherlock to Dr, Johnsok*. 

London, Sept. 19, 175ft 
Sir, 

As I have written to'the Conimissariea 
of the late Bbhop, to give them an account how matters 
stand here with respect to the Ecclesiastical state of the 
Churches abroadi I have ordered you a copy, and shaU b» 
•hliged to you for any information you can give me. 
i am your aflfectionate brother and servant, 

THO. LONDON. 

(COPY.) 
Rev. Sir, 

I have no excuse to make for the silence 
I have oSserved towards you and the other Commissaries 
in the plantations, but only this, that I waited in hopes of 
giving you an account of a setdement of Ecclesiastical affairs 
for the colonies, in some, shape or other. I^have been far 
fiom neglecting the affairs of your ChiHches, and havebeen 
soliciting the establishment of one or two Bishops to reside 
in proper pasts of the plantations, and to have the conduct 
and direction of the whole. I am sensii>le for myself that 
I am capable of doing but very litde service to those distant 
Churches, and I am persuaded that no Bnhop residing ia 
Kngland ought to have, or willingly to undertake, this pro* 
yince. As soon as I came to the jsee of London, 1 presented 
a memorial to the King upon this subject ; which was re* 
ferred to his principal officers of state to be considered. But 
so many difficulties were started, that no report was made 
%f> his Majesty. After this I presented a petition to thft 
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King in council of like purport. His Majesty's journey to 
Hanover left no room to take a resolution upon an affair that 
deserves to be maturely weighed. This lies before the King 
in council, and will, I hope, be called for when his Majesty 
returns to England, This is a short state of the case. 

You will see by this account that I am not yet able to say 
any thing as to the effect of these applications: but as in 
all events a new' patent must be granted, either to the Bishop 
of London, or to a new Bishop, I desire to be informed by 
you how the jurisdiction has been carried on during the time 
that the late Bislpp of London acted under a patent from 
the crown. I know the jurisdiction so granted extends only , 
to the Cleigy ; but witl^ respect to tbit branch there seemi 
to me to be some defects in the patent. But I wiU not point 
them out to forestall your judgment, but shall be much ob- 
%ed to you for any observation upon this head which your 
expexUnce has furnished you with; which I shall endeavour 
to make -use o£ for the service of the Churches abroad. 

I aav Sir, yours* &c. 



Dr. Johnson's Amvter to the preceding. 

Stratford, March 26, 1751. 
May it please your Lordship, 

The bearer hereof is Mr. T. B. Chandler, 
whom a number of us jointly recommended to your Lord- 
ship last fall to be admitted to Holy Orders, and he has now 
leave from the society lo go for that purpose ; concerning 
whom I need add nothing to what is contained in our joint 
testimonialy to which therefore I refer your Lordship, and 



doubt not but he will prove sl very wok&ij ttaanonuj, and 
Tmntmiiff to dnenpe wdi tbat reeomniendation. 

Oa this oocaaion I write my nott Aaakf ul ackaowledineiit 
of TOUT Loiddttp's 4dnd letter of September 19th last (whkh 
Cttue not to mj hands till this yery month), and wontd 
honUy inform your Loidahip how extKmely thankful we 
aU are for the tendsr caie yon express for our Churches, and 
the solkitous endeavours you are using to promote Bishops 
for these lemofee parts. We eaniesiiy pfay God that your 
endnivours may be attended with the desired success t and I 
heiewith send your Lordship a o^ of our> joint answer to a 
paper of propotaU whkk has been sent into these partt 
(signed by as noany as could have^opportunity), if peradven- 
twe it may be of some use, diough it may probably be too 
Utb 

As to what your Lordahip desires in your letter to the 
late Bishop^s Co mm i ssa ries, I must humbly beg to be ex- 
cused, and to refer your Lordship to the answers they wilt 
give to it, because I have no> cepy of his late Lordship's 
^tent, nor ever had more than^ very transient sight of it, 
and by reason^f my distance and extensive care here, I have 
not for many years been at any convention .of the Clergy, 
nor was there ever any juridicid act carried on when I was 
present, besides inquiries into the condBtion of our parishes; 
80 that J am unaUe to (p^pe any light that can be of any use 
to your Lordship on this subject. I eooU wish the Bishop 
or Commissaries might he empoweved or directed to require 
an annual accou&t from the people of their punctual per- 
forming their part towards the support of their Ministers, 
and that some piovisiou could be made of a modesate dUeei- 
plinet puvely lyiiritnal, in puxsuance of the rubric to sospemt 
open and. noiarioHa evil li^ecs from the holy aacnuncat 






Bat i dMbt not Jb«t f<m LordMi^ wiUdo ^ stmost jou 
can -for as, if at lA wbj tlonc; caw be 4cmc. There aie 
«wo more candidates to vhffR ¥re fvve our tefttiroonialg, 
^ho I believe will shortly embark ; by whom, if aay thing 
recurs to methat can be of «ny ii8e« I afaaU write further to 
jrourJuordahip. In themeaa ttmAliemiiinj my Lord, 
IToiir Iiovdsh^'s most dukifttl* and most obedient s^n. 
And iuHibte Mfvant, 

SAMUSI* JOHNSON. 
T9 Wf iMrd ef Isondm* 



'0napond9, pdadi^ to Aksmgan Bcskam, «eA«4o Sf^iemd 

As the chtef obstruction to llie settling 
bishops in itfmtWw ^arises from an apprehension hew that 
the several colonies abroad wouhl be unwitting to have 
"W^iahofA among Hkern, from a jeaiousy that introducing ec- 
jclesiastical power among them may interfefe with some 
irigkts which, by chstom, or by acts of their respective as- 
'■emblies, ai« now vestsd in other hands ; it is become nte* 
•eSBsary, in order tp know their aentiments, to inform them 
fighfiy in this case. 

Their objections (if they have any) mnst be, as is ii^jpoaedy 
«pen one or all the following accounts. 

1. With respect to the coercive power soch Bishops may 
c xereis e over the people in canses coclesiastieal. 

3. With respect to the interest or authority of the Cover- 
"itors there* 

S. W' th respect to the burthen that may be brought upon 
the people^ of supporting and maintaining Bishops there^ 
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4. With respect to such of the ookmieB wliere tlie gever^ 
tnent is in the hands of the Independents^ or other dUssen^ 
ters, whose principles are inconsistent With Episcopal g«^ 
•vemnnent. 

As these objections are aU founded upon a misiqipreheii- 
aion of the case, it may be proper to have it understood, 

Ist. That no coercive power is desired over the Uiity in 
any case ; but only a power to regulate the behaviour of the 
Clergy who are in Episcopal Orders, and to correct and 
punish them according to the law of the Church of England* 
in case of misbehaviour or neglect of duty ; with such power 
as the Commissaries abroad ilwve exercised. 

2dly. That nothing is desired for such Bishops that may 
in the-least interfere with the dignity, or antWrity, or TtUt 
terest of Governor, or any other officer of state. Probate 
,of wills, licence for marriage, &c. to be left in the handa 
<where they are, and no share of the temporal gOYemioeirt 
« desired for the Bishops. 

3dly. The muntenanoe of <8uch Bi^opc not to be at tlie 
fCharge of the colonies. 

4thly. No Bishops are intended to be settled in places 
where the government is in the hands of dissenters, as in 
2ijnv'JEngland, &c. but authori^ to be given only to ordain 
Clergy for such Church of England congr^ations sis a^e 
mnong them, and to inspect into the manners and behaviour 
of the same Clergy, and to^onfirm the members thereof! . 

:It is proposed to the society torecooMnend to such of their 
members as have correspondence abroad, to aoqpiaint their 
friends "with these particulars, in order to know the sense 
of the people there, when duly informed of the case; and 
to know what other ol^jections they vuf havje to ikut^M 
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< We, the subscribers, having read the foregoing objections, 
are not able to recollect any others made by the dissenters* 
here against resident Bishops in America, but what are here- 
in contained ; and notwithstanding these objections, we are 
heartily desirous that Bishops should be provided for the 
lilantations, and are fully persuaded that oiir several congre- 
gations, and all other congregations of the Church of Engr 
land in NievhJSn^land, ai« earnestly desirous of the same. 

TIMOTHY CUTLER, 
EBENEZER MILLER, 
HENRY CANER, 
CHARLES BROCKWEU<,> 
I WILLIAM HOOFER.. 



Mttterijrotn'^ubop Sbeklock to Dr. Johnson; 

London, April 21, 1752. 
&BV. Sia, 

r am very much obliged to you for your 

% letters of the 26th of March, and 25th of September, 17511 

Lhaye, for above a quarter of a year^ been under a fit of the 

gout, which. has disabled me from attending to business;. 

otherwise you should have heard sooner from me. 

. The observations you communicated to me, with relation 

to the, settlement of Episcopacy amongst you, are very just, 

and worthy of consideration; but I am afraid that othei*8# 

who have more power and influence, do not see the thing. 

in the light, diat we do, and I have but Uttle hopes of soc- 

^ <icding at ^resoit. 



1 tliink myself U pfwent in A^wy hauA sltiiatM>iii Mtkop. 
dT a ▼suit countcy, without powet^ or influence, or aiiy^ 
means of ptsomoting true reBg^n : sequestewd from the peo« , 
]de crftr whom I have the can, and mu5t never hope to see. 
I should be tempted to throw off att this care quite, were it 
not for the sake of preserving' even ilie appearance of aii» 
Episcopal Church in the plantations* 

Your letter of the 30th of October last» sent by Messrs* » 
Camp and CoItTOn, came but lately to hand. I thank you for 
it, and particulatly for giving me some light into the quarrel 
between Mr. Gbavbs and Mr. Colton. Mr. Gkaves wrote* 
to me a^ very bad chaiacter of him, but could not conceal his 
passion and resentment, ehmrgm^ him with very heinoua. 
crimes. His letter gave mc great offisnce, aa be wiU find 
when he receives, my answer. 
J am, Sir, 
Your affectionate^^ther and humble servant, 

THO. LOMDOirl 



Fulbam, Oct. 20, 1754. 

Rxv. Sis» 

Itt eonsideration of Mr. Falmss's cifciim- 
Bfancfff, and tiie strong- recommendation he bioagfat fromi 
you and other worthy clergymen, I appointe4 a special or- 
dination, and not being able myself to ordtfin, the ^shop 
of Bangor, at my request, was so godlft as to come hitheif 
and ordain him ; but I refer myself to him to give yeu ant 
account of his reception here. 

Sir, I do heartify congratulate the Church abroad> npoft . 
the prospect of the settlement of ta College ti.Kew^Varfj 
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under the circumstances and conditions you specify. There 
is nothiJ^if that has come from your parts that has given me 
so much satisfaction; and I am, and every fnend of the 
^urch of England will be» very much obliged to you for 
undertaking the care of it ; for upon tl;ie prudence and fide- 
lity of those who have the first fbrmation, the future success 
of this undertaking will very much depend. I remember 
9ome time ago, that I heard of this scheme, but then it was 
insisted, that the dissenters should have the direction entirely, 
and that the service of the College should be in their way. 
One reason offered in behalf of such settlement was, that 
It would be very convenient for the education of the young, 
gentlemen of the islands ;. which, I own, was far from be^ 
ing an argument with me ; for as the inhabitants of the 
islands are almost generally of the Church of England, I . 
thought the putting the young people under the conduct of - 
Uike dissenters, and obliging them to their manner of wor* 
ihip,. might, in time,, be attended- with great inconveni*- 
ences ; but if the College can be setded upon the terms you 
Qientioned, it will go a great way in showing that the zeal 
for establishing the Church of Ei^and is. not so ineonsi*- 
derable in Nen-England as it has sometimes been industrat- 
ously represented. 

I pray God grant yon health and strength to accomplish' 
this undertaking, to whose protection I recommend yoiiy 
and the. good work. 

If I live to hear that you are settled In this new office, I 
aballpay great regard to your recommendation of Afr. Beach. 
I am. Sir, 
Your affectionate brother and very humble servant, 

THO, LONDOJJ. 
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39. Pimi^M JOmMfj^ Lmdmi JM. 37« VSi: 
Cphoo Xhu }MiirM3i, 

I am ^0^ wony tkai I Ixmm 
Kirtiftf pcnbmiCQ yew dntR o» procvrai^ 3i>«wi|fJM iw M^* 
Gkavduck, nor aiwgi c d your letici! sooner. But 1 iMipif 
yottwiUaeexeMOMtoeaRMeme. Om bit first appiicatfioif f» 
ne» I engaged the Bbhop of I^or^neh to oribaa him, witii 
the Bishop of XoNdWs approbation; for t was gating i&ystlf 
into Ofefmi$birg, Time X mentioned ymr Mqtieit on hit 
belnlf to aeveial bsmib of housefly wii# pfomised their a» 
•istance, batiririied he haKl- brought a certificate of the d«« 
gree which he reoetred abeood. Abovt ttie flnme tiiM h« 
wratat to me, to desise tlias I troiM oidain Ititt"; hccane he 
believed the Bishop of Narmeb wooid be too mach engaged 
vidi the Prince of Wakw^ i ictnnicd bins answer, that tbt 
IKshop had proRBsed me to do it: aadtlM f vnttlorseMM 
liflseothervise employed in my diocese; taking it for gmateij^ 
Ihat lie would afterwards come to O^efordt m^ he iMd tcAd 
■SB hcintended. Bnt 1 heard nothing moieof Mm, tiB, ob 
my return to town, Dr. Bearckoft . told me tbnt he Ml 
been oidaincd by the Bishop of Jhf^iek, and was gone 
bnck. Stiit 1 appsehend the dsgvee may be d>fttBied, en 
transmitting a certificate of that which was oonfisrred o» 
]&tt in Neim-Mn^and^ and a BeeommeiMiatory letter from one 
cor more of the Episcopal Qetgy ; which may be dSreete^ 
either' to me, or to the Bbhop of JSrUtol, w4k> is likewise 
Bean of Christ Church^ 

Yon receive, I doubt not, constant accounts from Dr. 
BxABcaoFT and others, concerning the state of the so* 
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ciety's affairs here. Our fund is reduced at present very low i 
mad the last yc^*s bcnelactions have been very small. God 
incline the hearts of men to liberality at the apiproachi]f|^ 
gtnenl collection. The kang hath given five hundred pounds* 
1 wish it had been more. Bat I know iMt whether his pre* 
dccesaon have given any tiiiiig. I am r^rinting, on thif 
«ceasi«B» ray sermon before the society, hi hopes k may d» 
aeme good; and shall give a copy to each Minister of a pa-* 
lish in my diooese. It will be of use to as to xcceive, ag 
•ally as possible, both accoants and copies of whatever ig 
printed in. your parts, relating to the cmosnia of the sockt^^ 
The dissenters here have lately had seme tfatnga of thig 
kind befoee us : andl thaakwehavehadthemonlytliMiqglf 
tbeur hands. Concerning the impanant scheme ^ est»* 
UbAiing Bishops abroad, I can, at pveseiit, g^fv no encsoui^ 
laging prospect. We must endeavour 4^gaaa when we 8e# 
eppovtaaityf aad pray always, that He who hath put itie 
timea and seasons in his> own. power, woidd, in the tim# 
that he sees proper, revive diat, and enry part of fars ^frorfc 
amongst us: for indeed r^gioa continues to deca^ moat 
huaentaUy. But we know, that alL dungs work togetker 
for good ; and that the kiagdomaof this world sha& becoos 
the kingdoms of our Land and his Christ. 
I aasy whh great esteem asid legardr Sir> 
Yaui leviag brothss and hwahh servant, 

THQ. OXFORD^ 



C ITS T * 

2>ewvy if St. PaulU, March 19, 17^-- 
IPoop D&. Johnson, 

I- should have returned you m^ 
hearty thanks before now, if extraordinary business had not 
]iut it pardy out of my power and partly out of my thoughts^ 
for yoiu* fovours by Mr. Smith. He is, indeed, a very in<^ 
genious and able, . and seems a very well-disposed young 
nan. And if he had pursued his 'intention of residing, 
ftwhile at Oxford, I should have hoped for more of his com^*- 
pany and acquaintance. Nor would he, I think, have failed 
to see more fully, what I flatter myself he is convinced of 
without it, that our Universities do not deserve the sentence 
which is passed on them by the author whom ho cites, and 
whose words he adopts in p. 8i of his General Idea of the 
College of Mirama. He assures me they are effaced in al* 
most all the copies.^ I wish they had not been printed, or 
that the leaf had been cancelled.. But the many valuable 
tilings which there aie in that performance, and ia the pa-^ 
pers which he published in Ne^o^Torij will atontf for this- 
blemish with all candid persons. And there seems a faii^ 
prospect of. his doing great service in the place where he it 
going to setde. I.am particulariy obliged to you for sending 
me your book : of which I made a very acceptable present 
to the late excellent Bishop of Chynets scm, a most serious, . 
igid sensible, and .prudent young man, whom his father 
placed at Christ Church, and who, with his mother and 
sister, spent the last summer with xne in Oxfordshire, I 
have now lately received from Mr. Smith another copy of 
it, printed here ; and have read several parts of it, and all 
with much pleasure. You have taken very proper care to 
keep thoBei who do not enter into all the philosophy of Hbm 
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good and great man from being shocked at it, and you have 
explained and recommended joaf resficoung^ virtue) and re- 
ligion/ so as not only to make them well undemtoody hut 
ardently loved. Would God there i»ere any present hopes 
of executing what the concluding piece unanswerably prover 
^ to be harmless, useful, and requisite. But we have done 
all we can here in vain, and must wait for more fa^ourafate' 
^imes ; which I think it wiU eonta*ibute not a little to bring. 
• lion, i| the Ministers of our Cbutfch in America^ by friendly 
' «ttnre$ie with the pinncipal diflwmeK, ean satisfy them^. 
"* ' 'tliat fl^tking more i» intended q» desit«dy than that out* 
Ghuich Vna^ enjojf the fW bene&t <4 it* own institutions, at> 
aM others dOr * For sd long as Oiey a»e uneasy, and remoiw 
Btrate, ngard wHl be paid td them and fheb friends h«t# 
Iqr our M inisters of State. And yet ft wiQ be a hard matter^ 
fdr you to prevent tki^r bemg uneasy, while they find yoif 
l^iuiag ground i^on^ Hmol That so much of tlie money 
of the society was employed in gi^)poiting £|iiseopal con* 
gregations amongst tteeiHy. was indnstrtously made an avgu^ 
ment against the lace coUection. And though, God be 
tlianked, the collection hath nbtwiCfcstandliig proved a yety 
good one, yet unless we be cautious on fMat head,- we shaS' 
bave farther clamour : and one knows HM whttt the eSec^ 
tdi it may be< Our friends in Amiriea wi^ frfirnlsh us, E 
hope, front time to time» wl(^ all such ibcts, books, obsei*^ 
TatioAs, and reasosungs, as may enable us the better to de- 
fend otts common cause. 

I am, with great regard and esteem. Sir, 
Yov loving brother and humble servant,. 

THOv OXFORDl 
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[^'^be copy ^ a long LiCUerrf September ^tVrS^ ^arintubr 
Jtcb-Bitbop Seckkr, on hUJint preferment to the See ^ 
, Canterbury t i* unfornmateiy /art.]. 

Lambetby ^nly 19, 1759/ 

l4lMudc you heartily for yoar tw6'« 
lett«r» of Maich 30th, and Aprils 15th. I have recdvedU 
louch nsefiil infcmnatum firom both of thero^ e^ecially froip' 
the fanner and longer, of which I- hope to have the seqnil) 
in a littktime.. On aconsnltmtion amongst the Bishops, k 
was agreed, .that though establishing a mission at Cambrid^ 
might probably furnish a< handle, for jMore than osdisary 
clamour, yet the good to be expected there from the temper, 
and prudence, and abilities of Mr« Aytkobp, was likely to 
oveibalance that inconvenience considerably: and that it 
would be best to propose the matter in the society, without 
taking .notice of its being liable to any peculiar objections! 
which was done acoordingly, and the resolution taken una^ 
nimously. Tour views in relation to a successor zn> very 
worthy of you: but I hope many years will pass^beforet 
there be occasion to deliberate on that head. Bray, wilLit 
not be proper that I should send over a proxy, as a Governor 
of the College ? and will you permit me to nominate you ? 

How thomatter concerning Mr. Beach hath been accom«< 
fnodated, I have not heard, but shall be glad to hear. 

Nor have 1» ever, seen the .Jpdependent Reflector, or the 
Watch-Tower. Nor will Xi be of usf to haye^vQyy number 
o^ a periodica] paper transmitted, but only such as relate to« 
the concerns of the Church and the society. I have an Or« 
dination sermon, published by Mr. Hob art in 1747, audi 
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it second A^ddfess, but not the IBrst. Just in* like manner 
-I' had the Continuation of Mr. Beaches Vindication, but 
4xot the Vindication itself, tiU you lately sent it me; for 
-vihich I «m much obliged to you. Dr. Bearcroft hath 
•shown me Mr. Barclay's remarks, which I like very well, 
«o far as they go. But I hope a fuller answer to the several 
reflections cast upon the society may be drawn up, of which 
lus remarks will make an useful part. Your letter of last 
March contains likewise very proper materials. I was a 
very young Bishop in 1735, and almost my whole time was 
taken -xtp in the -caxe of "St. yamu*% Pari^; by whk:h 
means it happened, that I either did not know any thing 
••••••••••^ 



XTU dau tftbeLttttr ^ which the folhwing h a ^agmei0 



a Mr.TGftA«AM, Fellow of Queen's College, in Oxford, who 
was reader of philosophy and mathematics in the Cdlege 
at Wiilianulmrg, and reckoned a rman of good character} 
but I can learn nothing more of him, not even whether he 
is in America or in MngUaid. One Mr. Cooper, a Fellow 
also of Queen's College* hath been reconmsended to me 
as a grave and good man, and very well affected to the go* 
Ternment ; well qualified for the inferior tutor's place, but 
not inclined to accept it ; not unskilled in Hebrew, and wil- 
JgAgXo take .the VicfriFreaidentfs office; but not of a^ far 
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Mart's Ord«r« till next FcbruMy. I am afraid, thom^lk J 
lutve not aaen him, that h» ■bould a|^ie»r too yoiwgi Imt 
teve given no tUcisive ancver. The only itmaining per«M^ 
liidierto mentioned to me, though I have 4M>t inquired diK- 
l^tly, is one Mr. WA.iri<* Fellow of Christ College,, a 
ritiidionsman, and very good ma^maticjan: agood|ireachsr 
«lsos but hts voioe is 4iot strong, though clear: his age* I 
4i^eve, towards thirty s hut he u^ierstands Utile er nothing 
4>f the Hebrew : and as he would not accept the inftrigr 
fdace, so, i^Km the whole, he thinks himself unfit for the 
•nperior, though the tead of his CoBcge thinks otherwiK. 
Jie wanted to know, as others may* what is the particalar 
iiusiness of the President and of the Vice-President ; whether 
the manner of living be collegiate at a common table* and 
whether the country be a very dear one. I am unable to 
-answer these questions. It .fpieves me that you should be 
without help so long. If any other person can procure it 
4w you, I shall he heartily glad. But I think yon had 
4>etter wait than have a wrosig pexson sent you from henoe. 
Oould not you get some temporaxy assistance in your neigh* 
-hourhood? 

I come now to your letter of July 13ih, 1^60, and assure 
70H that I shall always be pleascii with yoar notifying aad 
i|vopo8in^ to me whatever you apprehend to be materislt 
4iecause I know it will always be done with good intentioa^ 
«nd almost always furnish me with useful nottees: aad uh 
4eed will be of no small use, even when you may happen 
*to Judge amiss, as it will give me an opportunity of setting 
you right. In my opinion, the paper intended for the Lm^ 
dm Magazine, and the letters for Lord Halu'Az and Mr* 
JPiTT, are of the latter sort. The thngs said in them aie» 
in the mam, right, so far asiht^^may be practicable^ M 
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poHishtng; them to the world beforehand, instead of \7ait- 
ing till the time comes, and then applying privately to the 
persons whose advice the' King wiH take about them, is 
likely to raise opposition, and prevent success. Publishing 
them, indeed, in a Magazine, may raise no great alarm ; 
but then it will be apt to produce contempt: for thostf 
monthly collections are far from being in high esteem. And 
«s soon as either of those gre^t men should see that th0 
^eries offered to him were designed to be inserted in znf 
of them, he would be strongly tempted to throw them aside«> 
^thout4ooking ftirther into them, even were he otherwise 
disposed to reatd them over : which men of business seIdon« 
ere, when they receive papers from unknown hands, few 
of them in proportion deserving it. You w^ pardon the 
frankness with which I tell you my thoughts. Whatever 
good use I can make of your notions, I will. But the use. 
which you propose is not agreeable to my judgment. 

The dissenters here, and too many who continue in the 
Church, hftve been running, for a considerable number of 
yaxs, into what ycm call Ttryloritm. I am glad thut the 
Clergy in your parts are orthodox. Mr. Maclancghilic 
gives them a very different character. I hope they wiU cut 
off all occasion from them who desire occasion against them, 
by preaching faitbfitUy amd fieqttently the dittinguUbing doe-% 
trine* ^'the gotpeh whidi we in this nation have neg- 
lected too much, and dwelt disproportionately on morality 
4nd natural religion; whence the Methodists have taken 
advantage to decry us, -and gain followers.. > 

I will take notke of wh»t you say in this letter, att well 
1^ a former^ concerning missions and missionaries, and 
write further to you, as soon as I cttn do it to any purpose. <. 

Tour obsef?s|tions concerning a ceitain colony shall not 

E 
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be nentiQiiedi to your detrimeitt. I luTe % pi^er on dio 
flPkme syfajoct, in a great fMassra, wtthovt 4ate> and nal: 
of yoor hanfL-writrng, but mdonadliy AKhbiiha|i Hmxao* 
as cottla|» from 7011. God gtant tiwi ooaluaidii awf te • 
voiaced into ovder, and tiMt, in tlM meadi timc^ Mnt good 
najr come oat of tibo c^. 

I hare apoke» concenUag « iMntX irmiwa i t-3QOTg»> C i'» in 
6ifi manaer vbioli ]ro« dttmd, to 1h6 Dnke of Ifetmmtk 
and Mr. Pitt, alid alfo to JLoid EeMfa»^ bi wlwai ikia 
cbioice is. Tbof all adodt ibc re^wst to be a vtrj leasM* 
ahio and kapDitaat •■• ; sMfvoiiibe liiat caieidiidl bo taki^ 
about It. Tbe Isat of thenk it vvify earnest lor Biabe^ an 
dmarka, I bqpe we maj hare a chance to sacoeed ia that 
great pointi vbeai it sbaU jdcase God to bleya us-wttfaa 



We liaveloftt oar good old Kaoig, atms vtdl^viiilMvtdhia 
people, and a man of many piwate virtiiea. Hia auccesaOr 
is a vegofaur, and worthy, and pioas young man ; and hatk 
dedaved bimaelf, I am satisfied vsry^inceaeKy, to have tbe 
interest of religion at iMsrt God keep hiai in llie sane 
mind, and bieu his :endcaTO«fS. lie contannes tlK asms 
ministry which his grand&dier had, with as fewebaa^ea 
as possibia : and I know not whether this nation «wa6 ever 
so mocb at unity in itself «a it it aft present. 

Since I have writtfen thus far, 1 have seea Mr. CooFsm, 
who appears well ; bot tells me, ti»t he only made a shon- 
atlempt to learn Hebrew, and hud it awde. Yfaovifbra J' 
dare not send him without especirf.diMetioB. 

God bless yoa, good X>r. Jokivsow, and all your bivthron* 
and his whole Chupch in yoor pasts. I am, With legari 
aad e«teein« your loving btotiieri 

TOO. CANT. 



Lambeth, yon, 20, 176L 
Coofir Dm. JoHVSO'st, 

The University of Oxford have 
unaniinouBly given Mr. Barclay, at my request, the degree 
of a Doctor of Divinity, by a diploma, which is in my hands^ 
,]Mit shall be sent to the Doctor in such manner as he shaU 
dixect. Be pleased in the mean time to congratulate him 
from me on the justice done in this respect to his'merit. • 

My farther inquiries for tutors in your college^ though dt^ 
lif^nt, continue to be unsnccessfiil. Kor do we find person* 
.to sapfiy our vacant missions, which are now seven or eight. 
Pray is Mr. Gzbss, of Siouiwy, in a condition to do any 
duty properly, and what ? Ahd is there any hope that Mr* 
Lyoss, of Brookhanen^ if removed with an admonition* 
.would mend) I hope yon will^scnd-us over good young^ 
nen for missionaries when yon can. We must supply the 
^0ld parishes before we attempt erectixig new ones. 

The King hath had no of^partmsity as yet of showing^ 
what his dispositions are towavds the Afntritan Chorcfaeii# 
excepting that in general all hia dispositions are good. But 
whom he will consult particularly on this head hath not 
•hitherto a{^arcd. I presume the £piBcq>al Clergy will 
transmit addresses to him, as their predecessors, when they 
were much fewer, did to the late King. This may lead, 
him to mipjait conceming thenv and .express himseH in re^ 
litioa to them. If any such addiessea come to me, I wiit 
take the best cas« of . them that i caa. 

You shall hesr furtbcTi as occasion muf wpaitt from your 
|0vii^ brotbow 

THO. CANT, 
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Lambetb, December 10, 17fll* 
Goo9 Dr. Johksok, 

I have been a very bad corres- 
pondent, and scarcely dare promise to amend, though I piif- 
.pose it, God willing. Besides much extraordinary business 
Arising from the King's accession, marriage, and coronation, 
and two visitations of distant parts under my jurisdictiony 
1 have had a severe fit of the ston^, and am now under -a 
second fit of the gout within these six months ; and most 
not hope, in my 69th year, that these complaints will grow 
lighter, but ej^ect to be overwhelmed by additional ones. 
Howevei, I have forced myself to take up my pen, to maki 
my excuse to you. as well as I can. 

You judged rightly from my letter of January 20, that -I 
had written a former, which had not come to your hands. 
Jl wa& written November 4, ir60. I should have sent a du- 
plicate of.it soon after. But all that I can do now is to send 
you a copy, and. another proxy, that which accompanied it 
being, I presume, lost with it. 

I thank you for yoin* draught of an address for Bishops 
on a peace. Would to God both events were nearer than 
they seem to be at present. The right time to try is cer- 
tainly when a peace is made, if circumstances afford any 
hope of success. But thisus a matter of. which you in Ante- 
rica cannot judge ; and therefore I beg you will attempt no- 
thing without the advice of the Society, or of the Bishopi. 
The address of the Clergy in and near Botton to the Ki^g 
upon his accession, which was sent to the late Bishop of 
London to be presented, never was present, because lie 
Jkhought it mentioned Bishops prematurely. When I pre- 
sented that which came from Ifev'Torkf signed by you, I, 
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tbii iht King tint fhirtf ^had botn one from 2^fin»-£^^f^bK/ 
traatmicttd to Biilwp Sbxrlock (wko was dead when I 
Ifioke to hia Majeatf), b«t tfiat what he had done with it I 
knew not. I gave him that copy of the coH^ge addieM 
which was imder the connion seat. 

\hM,rt ieceiv«d<a very obUgiag ktter from the Ckrgf 
MseaiUod uPbiUnk^^Ma, May 29, 1^61, on occasion of my 
httter to Mr. MAeLAXEOHiLv,. with a reqaest tint iMoM 
five it»ve for its betng printed. Bat as Tam asaond thai 
Jus psity is dediaiag, I thought it «nnccessaiy« 

Many thanics'to you&r the tracts which yoe hiw writ* 
ton and sent me. I have tcad.them.wUh much pleasure, aa 
2>hope many havis done. - 

Befoie I- reoeived yov tetter, infomyng me that Mn 
¥zKTSy apenon, I tiuttk,..unknown tome, desired he might 
oone and he oedaaacd to asiist Mr. Gisbs, the Society had 
todened that a focoestor to Mr. Grnas shonid be sent. But 
aie^ng hath been done in consequence of this order. And 
if Mr. GzBBs be- in low circumstances, and the asustatit 
wiB be oonleat with paM otthe s^aiy, that will be the bet- 
tar aeheme.. 

Mr. Rbab; wHo seems to he a very pradent worthy man, 
IMk been at Ooefijrd, and made inquiry concerning Mr. 
CoOFKHy whom he seems desirous to have at Ken-TorA 
college, and probably hath written to yon concerning him. 
Mia character in the university is very good ; and^he hath 
ipplied himself d^igently to Hebrew this year. He is very^ 
williBg to come to you, but only as Vioe-Pre^dent. You 
^Niitt consider of this, and specify what you can afibrd to 
give, mtot yoithtve heard of any othec person. I ca^ 
iMurof nooUier. 

R2 
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The new Bishop, of LondoH (Dr. Hattbb) U a vei^ 
able, aad active, and spirited man, and hath much influence 
with some who have influence with the King. I hopey 
thcrefofe, that he will be very useful to the coloniesi 

Dr. Beabcroft is dead, and we have chosen Secfetarf 
Dr. DAir^ELBuaTON, who was many yean my Chaplain, 
and is Chancellor of the Diocese of (hcford^ and Canon of 
Christ Church, a very pious, and sensible, and diligent^ 
and caiefuU and dirintcrested man; who, I am fully per^ 
suaded, will give entire satisfaction,. both on. this side the 
water and on yours. 

Wc teceive.cofflplainta.that J?^ hath been vacant, and 
without the administration of the saeraments, for a -long 
lime. But I think we have had no*reqiiest to send a new 
missionary : and young Mr. Wetmo&s tdb us that tbfe 
Minister must be .chosen by the Vestiy. I have directed 
our new Secretary to see if he can find any thing in our 
hooks or papers about this matter. CHd Mr. WxTMOBft 
was there before 1737. 

Mr. Ckazo, missionary at C6erfer, in Anfujp^Mitttf , sailh 
that as he was appointed by the Society before- the people 
petitioned for a new Minister, they are very backward in 
complying with any reasonable terms. He is coming over 
for his health ; by which means we shall hear more partico- 
lars, and settle whether he shall return to them or not. 

I have not learnt yet what has become of Mr. Camf, 
since his return from the south. Mr. Linpsat, missionary 
jat Trimty-JBay, Newfoundland, hath left his mission, and 
seems too much confused and disordered in his head to be 
fit for any other. I am told from the newspapers that 
good Dr. Cutler is dead. Mr. James Gesaton wa&. 
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wduned last year for his Carate, with a view of making 
l|im his successor if proper. 

The Convention, which met in Pbiladelpbia in Mafj 
X7G0, sent word, that the Church of Newcastle, in that 
country, was grown vei^ thin, and that the othe^ apd mort 
nunierous (Lsuppose at White-ClayJ had refused to receive 
Mr. Ross for their missionary. Pray can you tell me what 
the reason of tlus is ? And what becomes of. those who i 
have rejected Mr. Ross ? 

Mr. MoiK, in NoKtb^Ckixolina, sends over large accounts ' 
of multitudes baptized by him. At the' same time Governor 
DosBd4akh, he hears Mr. Moim doth but little, and doubts 
the truth of his numbers. Can you give me any infomuk 
lion .about this matter? . 

Mr< Martin, o£&. .iM^e^uV, in Soutb'Carolinafiscett^ 
over hither, and hath veiy honourably told the Society thst 
hec thinks his salary of thirty pounds a year may be better 
employed by them. I wish we had more such instancety 
where circumstances will allow them... And I cannot help 
thinking that the laity of. our Church abroad are not so li- 
beral, to their Ministers as they might be, and as those of 
other denominations are, but lean too hard i^n the Society: 
in which,, perhaps, their Ministers sometimes encourage 
thelx^ or connive, at them, in order to live upon better terms 
with.thenu You will tell me whether I. am right in this 
notion. 

A strict examination hath been made here -into the= statir 
of our Barbadoet affairsi which appear^ have^ been very 
bad for many years past ; ,and a new conx^t^ce is appointed 

to watch over them more diligently for the future. At 

« 

the bead of this committee is Dr. Drummoko, now Arch* 



liness of all sorts: and I am pg w aJ teA that w« shall i«ij|. 
fMtt a(Avaiit%<» A^n wha* wUl be doofr 

I ijray God to hies* ytm, good Dr. Jpaivtov; aad I bif, 
yaw t^ fnj itir jiOm l#TiBS:.h»oiifaei^. 

THO* CAJIT. 



•oarv^ Dv Jbaara»ir^ . 

Tbartewnr i»Mf . Coennu GoA< 
gnntha nmf fnrovc s^wopcr maivuid mefUl amongst yooL 
I^ am- not able at present to enlarge: for I have had tht' 
y tina r three taonAM inny ligKA hand, wMch k stiH tery 
fnak said stiff i aad k hctli now seiiedwy l«ft, and I/vnrfti*^ 
in guest pahii^ Ochertite, tttroaigh the dhrpne metttf » taiH: 
«rell } and 1 hopr to send yoq » long letMr«ooik Dr. Jay 
mWL ten yea^ 8« far as he knows* for he delh net know the 
whole, whst difforiiiea thne h«ve been about the coiecsioft' 
fbr yottrooUegie. Lthwk the agKenent between hhxi and 
Dr. 9aitTK a ^wy fight one, and beneficial to both eoUege*. 
Wm pm u M r« Caovkr. wlih year advice Ibout evety thing; 
end if yoa thiftk ho is g^ag wrong in any respect, either 
In his method of instiwetion or his conduct, teS^him yonr 
thoQghta in a friendly and frank manner, supporting him 
■ m o ngtt otheni at i^ smm time. I reaBy think he will 
WfcCJiweU. God bkee you and your society in etery thing. 

lidi T^Mr ioi^g hwther, 

TRO. CANT^ 



( 189 > f 

Lambeth f October 6, 1763/ 
Good Dr.JoHifsoN^ 

I am fallen again into my own. 
fault of- not answering your letters regularly. But indeed 
X( have m(xe business here than my declining health wiH 
permit me to go through as I ought. On the first of June 
the gout seized my right handj and disabled me, I think, 
for more than two months, from subscribing my name with 
it : nor is it well yet. When it grew better, my left hand 
lyas attacked ; and as that mended, the same distemper laid 
hold on one foot and knee, of which it is now in possession^ 
not without threatening the other. But God's will be don€k 
I hope Mr. Cooper is.or soon will be with.. you,. and wi^ 
jmswer expectation. I gave him such advice as I could: 
^the best part of it waS) that he should consult you, and 
follow your direction in every thing. I promised him t^ > 
•aeiid some books after him ; and they were carried for that 
purpose three days ago to Dr. Jay's lodgings. You will bfe 
pleased to tell him this, and to add, that they are only 
what I told him they would be, such duplicates from amon^ 
my books,. good. or bad, as I. could spare; for I have lent 
the rest of my duplicates to my Chaplains. Dr. Jay hath 
undoubtedly acquainted you-.with what hath been done for 
the two cdleges. I approved the proposal of a joint coUed- 
tioii, as the best way for both. Lord President (Earl of 
Granville) opposed your collage very strongly, and engaged 
Lord Egreitiont, Secretary of State, to take the same side ; ; 
liut at last wfr got the betten Dr. Smith hath acted very 
honourably and disinterestedly in this whole affair { and^as 
well contented with my procuring twice as much from the 
King for Nea-Tork college as for Pbiladelpbiaf becs^uscLthe. 



! 
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Ibmier ii a Toysl foundation, and hath'^no other patron. A' 
P^nphltt iMth been sent me from Jmerieat entitled, *< Tie 
recti Adwmtaget vAisb Minutert and PtcpU majf ogoy fy ccn^ 
forming to the Church (f EsK^Lmd^ Jaithfdly wnndertd and 
impanmUj repretinted,*' It U wiittcsn in a hidicioui maft«^- 
mu, yet with strong virulence, and seems hkdf enoi^h te 
do great mischief. Yet surely the dissenteiv who have aafr 
seriousness cannot approve sncfa a method of writing against 
«s; at least they might be bronght to disapprove it by the- 
limdeat use of very mild and iiiendJy remonstrances, setting, 
iorth the uncharitabkness of sach ticatment, and^tho-'ivr' 
justice of such representations. With the author himself 
stronger eapostulBtions, yet grave and gentle oncty might 
he used; b egg ing him, with fit eapirssimit of concerm for 
him on seme of the more flagrant enevmities of his p9%> 
l» consider what spirit he is of/ Sonne good perB0Bs^ who*" 
are not of our Church» one should hc^, sught thus ha 
brought over to take pact with us. And other ways of aft 
•wering, 1 apprehend, would do us littie goodt but peihapt< 
mnch haim. The Jnuniean £Kts aUegqAor alluded to am 
so many, ttiat no one who hath not been a good while in 
our colonies can naake a luB answer, unless more than ords- 
nary pams were taken to farnish him with materials. And 
an intemperate answer would be, and a defective one might 
be, worse than none. I had not an oj^Kimmity of know** 
tag the contents of this pamphlet tall Ur, Sum was gene 
oat of town to the north. •••••• 

***** Uhouldhave said one thfa^; 
mere about the pamphlet, whkh is moce material thaaall, 
the rest, that whereinsoever we arc justly accused. Clergy 
m:.peo|ik^ i^ sbouU ovm it, jvadjoead;. which is tli« 011%, 
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:fgMmi^nrmvtiAcmn. The Sooietjr kftdinot netlinetf 

Ifaff. I lute been ill, Mid the Biikepa, the SecMtaty, »nd 

^tlie TumtmwF oot of imtb* Ia the oKftti time I haire |wii 

"the bin ft fiv« kimdfed imndsiram yoar coHege out of nijF' 

<MfS pocMBt* Ajke 1 tbtelt'i fattve eecHMd nram the cro#tt 

*eae hundred «ad siiMnty pcmndsfarthe dainages done hy 

teeoldiersto Ifr. CflAMTOiir'fl ^ebe on SkUeru-JbUuid* t 

''hope Ihoe tHI «ot fett to he « mectkig next week. Who- 

thierl^haHheaUetogotoitit^Mrydaobtfid. But at least 

^praai&9t mynlf that I shall talk ovet inatten vhh ouch 

:«B ^n goi vid then I pBtpote» God wiHing, to vote yott 

vsnotheT' letter: ftv tiiere aieieveial posrbcidain in yours w 

''laet Apiril, relative to Soeietymffiurs, yet unansweied hy ane* 

^3utl must go no farther at present 'Only I assure yoU 

rilMt no onehaA hitherto intia&aied to me the least desire 

of the office of Bishop in. .imerica/ and that I am entinif 

iti fim opinion, 4bat tbo cfoivn should not begin with 

< a er g ymcn aditady aettlod these. ^God hfeess yoq, good Dr. 

Aray i«r yoor.lovidg btodaer, 

THO. CANT* 



MrtnMb, March 90, tr6$, 

^QoOD Da. JOBNSO^y 

1 thank ysMi lor the kind ooodoleace 
^hich you express in your letter of Jannary 6. I was then 
in a fresh fit of the gout^ and have another upon me novr. 
These attacks unfit me greatly for business, else I lUnooid 
Imwo written to you sooner. As -Mr. Bkach hnth under** 
taken tp answer the late virulent pamphlet, I hope he wifl 
-^ it in such » manner as to win wv this won moAftMvt 



ISE^ JrMUhcpShekrtolh.yioimim. 

tile dissenters ffom some of their prejudices a^iAst ns, waH '■ 
slmme even the more vehement, by a good example, into 
seme degree of mildness and fairness. My meaning vr» 
not to intimate that I icnew the name of the writer, but' 
only to fflgnify a doubt whether it might not be Dr. May« 
BEW, which I found some persons had suspected. I knew 
not whether Mr. Bkach, who, in a letter some time ago, 
mentioned himsdf as declining, would be wilKng to- under* 
take such a work, and therefore had intended to propose it 
to Mr. Ar THORP, of whose -abfiities and temper the Bishop 
of Ncnaieb gives me the highest character. But I am glad 
your information came time enough to prevent me, for one- 
may suffice. •••••••# 

• • • • • 

Probably our Ministry will be concerting schemes thii' 
summer, 'Sgadnst the next session of Pariiament, for the 
•ettlement of his Bfajesty's American dominions ; and thei{ 
we mast try^our utmost for Bishops. Hitherto little h«th 
been said to them, «nd less by them, on the subject. Oop 
dissenters, however, give out the contrary, and endeavouf 
to raise an alarm. God prosper us if it be his will. 

I have not heard that any application hath been made for 

a Doctor's degree for Mr. Chandler,* but shall be ready 

at any time to forward one, as I understand from you that 

he deserves it so welL 

' Dr. Burton will write to you concerning the several 



* Dr. yohnsm had recotntnended him in the following words, in a I^rtter 
aff-Jairoaiy 6, 1762: « We sfe 'told here that Mr. tKandUr has a Doctor^ 
'* degree at Oxford, which seems strange, as no application was ever made. 
^ for it, and as Mr. C<»ptr thinks' he most havekifown of It if it had been. 
« iiowever, I wish it ma^ be done, if it has not ; for I have no man like- 
** minded with him in caring for the interest both of religion and leaminft 
**■ or hath made so good proficiency ia-tbe study of either, or is likeljr to oe 
'^•o "great an ornameot to "both." 



WiosilMis. As the Saeietjr h&d, on y^iur recommendation, 
tippointed Mr. Palmkr for Mye, and sent bim notice of it, 
tiefore Mr. PuiviMs&sojr was named on the oceaston, we 
cannot change the ap^intment without Mr. Palmer's con- 
sent. I shall be glad if he consents voluntariljF; but v/nt 
must not pre^s him against his inclination. The people at 
Jfye may refuse him if they will, and take the maintenance 
of Mr. PvNscnsoK vpou themstlveft, and we «haU be very 
well pleased. 

: We have heard nothing directly from Metrt/brd yetv 
Whenever a fit opportunity offers, we shall be very desirou* 
of doing whatever may be agreeable to you. Afid J assure 
^QU I will do nothing to retard your retirement, beyond 
oxpressing my wishes that you would be so kind to your 
college 4ind to Mr.'CoooPER as to .give him -a competent 
time ibr becoming and showing himself in some degree 
|ur(^>er to succeed you. 

It grieves me to concur in postponing any of the new 
missions which you would have us estaUish. But indeed 
•ome of those which we have established already in ■NevH 
England and NeW'Tork have so few members of our Church 
in them, and there are so great numbers in other parts 
destitute of all instruction, whom we may hope to secure 
to our Chusch, by sending missionaries to them before other 
teachers get amongst them, I mean the new and frontier 
settlements, tha^t I think we cannot avoid preferring the 
latter. Would to God we could effectually assist both ; but 
we must not bring ourselves under a necessity of makixig 
another collection for the Society soon. Indeed it must be 
put off some years the longer, on account of that which is 
now making for the two colleges ; for they will be consi- 
dered as Akin one to the other. 

S 



I told yoa thit I thongkt I Im4 Mewed one famJnSwiiiik 
Mvoity pounds for Mr. CBAmi.TOv'ftdaaAa^s o& bb i^ilm. 
And I have fdll leuon to bdie«« that ikt Kmg did sigik • 
wanrant fbr that im to bo pud Inim «q Hie Sodeijr't Tf«i& 
inMr. But vemonettraticm were iMde ageinit Ik^bj soMt 
eficertkfoagli whose liandi die bustnMB was to paM- And 
aow the Seoietarjr at war hath written to Sir Jbvvet Ais* 
HBBST ahout it, whose Miswar him these words: ** Tbm 
** case of Mr. Chaxi,ton is this, that he really saieiied hf 
^ liie encaaipineiit of the tro^itl sad I was in hopes ithat 
« the Assembly of the Provmce would haye coa^desed his 
« losses. If that doth not taicB ^plaes, ^ ihall pay him out 
^ of the contiBgeiicies i& the manner you an pleased to 
« diteet." This, tiieiefbfc, I hope will be done. I hop» 
also, tliat Mr. CRAmx.T0K will lay siit -wbat he recselvse 
fipon his glebe Inidiliiny and pfndendy. If you can coniri* 
bute to his doing so I hope you will: iotl know not hovf to 
ooirtrive that the money may be paid into the hands of mqr 
Me that should act as tivstee on the ecoasion. 
- I must not omit to ttU you, that Mr. Co»iqin, in ths 
«nly letter I haye had from himy dated De c e m b o> 8, WSt, 
earptcsses, in the strongest manner, his sense of the n«m« 
beiless d^lities and acts of Idndness wl^idi he saiih he bath 
i^eceived from you. ContinnBl good advice wlfl be ti» 
greatest kindness that yott can show hioh 
' It woidd ba tncotiyenient nnd disagreeable to M-^Abaok* 
tnd not desirable in itself, to have a fosmal contvovcrsy ndssd 
upon this wretched pan^let. And in ovdev So avokl 1^ 
bis answer may be anonymous, as the paH^htet is-; efe^ 
however, he may signify that he doth not hasad to talif 
liotice of any reply, or enter farther into adiseiasioA of psv* 
ticuUrs; his principal view being to conviaoe pessoas, «imI» 



If it any be» the writer himMlf, that since we are all to 
gpre ^a account of every idle wordi vod no denomination of 
Christiana la fatilUess» and mutual charity is the great prec^ 
of our Saviour, we should ueat all religious matters with 
maamfttm, and one another with, mildness and candous. 



I am« with much regard. 
Your loving bBOther, 

TBO. CANTC 



JUf»i*rt6, AfoiP 2% 1764 

Since mjr.hut of Sqpt. 28, 17G3» 
I have been favoi|red with two letters from you« dated Oc- 
4Kiher 20 and December 2a The fiiat did not seem to re* 
fuire an immediate answerf and about the time that I re* 
^ved the second* the gout seized both my hands and both 
«iy leet. It made several attacks on my right handi and 
disabhd me from making aknott any use of it for two or 
lluree months. I am now, God be thanked, neariy as wdl 
M umal; and have leceived all the pamphlets w^ch were 
designed for me from Amerkth When Dr. MAvnsw'f 
Observationsv S§c. were re-primted here, it was thought ne- 
cessary that an answer to them should also be^rint^d heiEe ; 
which was done bef ose the Candid £(aamination« and Letter 
to a Friend, came to mj hands. A hundred cqiies of the 
answer were sent by the Society to the colonies; and I 
hope you have had one of them. It wa9 believed that they 
.w^vkldonobiirm among^ you, and mii^ do »ome foodt 
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^looglrtiie Candid Examimtioii, kc was 
ficient for your pan of the woiid. If yoa aee any i ni i fl w i 
in tit Answer, or hear of any objc c tk ma ta any ftiut of k, 
dkat teen to be materia^ be pkaaed to send an aocoont ti 
J wjn, with aoaift l e waika as you think premier. I have Dr. 
Mnvasw's Defence of his Observations. He manifiests 
tlM sane spiiit as beibie, and rans out into nanny things 
•f but little conseqoMice t»di« Society. The caaa of Mvv 
Fnion and Mr.BiUotnTT, p. 13$, &c. is>new to nc; and 
if it be trnSy lepiesented, the former seems to have beeo. 
bUwsnbla. If any leply is made, I hope- it will be ^ort 
and oooL Soma aagpy (Hnmar hath pafaKstaad n pun»^ 
phlet,.entided» **TlmCtmKm»iftbeCbmrch^£agiami§m0> 
mtfy ottmiiered, m « Le0er to tbt Amber if an Angmtr to Dr» 
liAYanw." Tlicie is but little in it «daiMre to^the Sofc^ 
eiety, and notidng that xeqoiTes confutation; 

The affair of Ammmm Bishops continues in 8B8pMi8& 
Lurd WiUniiq^by, of Parbamt the only EngUdt disaenti^ 
Itaer, and Dir. CttAHVLnn, hnve dedaied, after our schemri 
was fttMy laid belace tiiem-, that they saw no objection 
against it. The Duke of Bedford, Lord Ftesident, hatk 
given a calm and fovourablfe heanng to it, hath-desued it 
may be lednoed te writing, and* promised to consolt about 
it with the other Ministers at his first leisure, fodeed, I 
see not how Frotestant Bishops can decmtfy be refused 
us, as in all- probalulity a Popish one-will be allowed, bj 
coimivancr at least, in (komda. The ecclesiastical settlv- 
ment of that country is not made yet, but ir under conai* 
deration^ and I hope will be a reasonabte and satlsfoctosy 
one. Four Qergynen will be appointed for Flmida, ynkh 
salaries of one hundred pounds each; and four Schnoi- 
■usteray widi twenty-five pouoda caddi : and the Sociecy 




1mmf« bacn desired to previds Hhtm. Thitf I comider afrii 
|^MMioRi0ft| yet lauch wift depmd on vtffkws circii>n>tiiicB4 
ttid pwdtiUnlx <m the opittMo, or periwncti cotcermng 
Iheeptetey of tbe jlfMnbvif^ bolSi dlMentnaaindGliveb* 



The BifllMp of Limdm (Dv. OttAx^oirvoir) died btt 
week. Poor iiuui» he was evmrj way un^qutl to tint sik* 
tiott* Hii sveoeesor. Dr. TnincK, U a ■ewwMt sndgooA 
tempeied man, greatly esteemed aa a preacher, and person- 
ally Bked by the Koig, aswcUasfiprooDedb^theMfaaeiBryi 
tiieiefoie I h(^ he wiU both have coniklerable mflneaea 
awl aae it weU. He was SesSdeatiavy 6f St. Paul's Ghiirch 
when I was made Dean. I had oo aoqaaintaiiee with hiili 
aanotei bat we hftfe been wsy good finends cnrer since ; and 
Idoabt not bat we riiaU remaon sach, and console t<%etUB^ 
about ^fmsracaa afiairs. 

We must not run the risk of increasiag the outcry agadajt 
Mtt Soeiecy, espcciaHy in the piesent crisis, and so periiaps 
toie an oppovtuiufey of settlhsg Bisihops in our colonies, by 
Establishing two or three new missions in Ikm^JShgland* 
Oar aifinrs are not to be carried on with a high hand; but 
our success, if we do succeed, must arise ftom conciliatiBg; 
the minds of men : and this ought to be laboured very dtli- 
gently abroad as well as at home. 

The Society hath agreed, in pursuance of a proposal made 
by Dr. Smitb, to establish a proper number of correspond- 
ing sodeties, wschr aa agent or president for each of them, 
to give information and advice concerning all needful affaiii, 
and act te the 9oeiety in all reqtnsite cases. But this general 
acheme canaot be brooght into due form ttft execution tfll 
we see whether JKshops can be obtained, and how many. ■ 
' The Avchbishopof lb/i( is very actitvf in o«r basiness, h 

S3 
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11^ n Bhite. He hatli broaght the estiite' at'-Cbdnngton eoi» 
lege o«t of a most lamentable condition into a tery hopef^ 
•ne. And he hatbdone a great deal iitMi tbe M iiii s lcf t di 
4Mir ecdeiiattical conoBrns. Bat thne, and^particttlarij wlnt 
relates to Biahops» must be managed in a quiet, privaie 
nanacsr. Were soUdtort to Be sent over premature^ from 
Jm&i^ tor Bishops, there would come akoaotieitors against 
^theoii: a Ibne would be raised, and we shooid never cany 
«ttr ftoittt. Whenever an application ^om thence is realfy 
wanted, and becone seasonable, be assufcd. that yon wilL 
lutve ifluneifiate notice;. 

I have he^od nothing yet of Br. BARCi.AT'k defence, nor 
ha^ he mentiontd to me dte propriety of a degree f<Hr Mr; 
Cbandlbr, though I had a letter from him, dated January 
9Ql I detire to know what cfdiege degree Mn Chaiii>i.s& 
hath, and of what standing he is in that eottege, and die 
«am&of Mr. Camer. 

Concerning the other partieulars in your letters I pne- 
anme the Secretary hatK written to you, and thevefote I 
shall only add, that I heartily pray God to- give you every 
blessing needful for you, and earnestly desire your prayera in 
jeiara* fov your loving brotfaKr, 

THO, CANT. 



Lmnbetbf July 31, ir«6. 
Sobs Dr. JoBRSOir, 

I am "ttxy much ashamed that I 
have SO kmg delayed to answer your letters, and still more 
grieved that I cannot do it now to my own satisfaction or 
^ours. It is very ptobaUe that a Bishop or Bishops wodd 
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lutve been quietly received in America before the stamp-act 
waa passed here. But it is certain that we could get na^^ 
^termissioa here to send one. Earnest and continual en* 
deavours liave been used with our successive Ministers and 
Ministries, but. without obtaining more than promises Xot 
consider and confer about the matter ; which promises hay« 
never been fulfilled. The King hath expressed himself re^ 
peatediy in &vdur of the scheme i and hath proposed,, that 
if objections are imagined to lie against other places, » 
ProtesUnt Bishop should be aent at least to ^wbec^ where 
there is a Popish one, and where there are few dissentess 
to take offence* And in the latter end of Mr. Gken ville'H 
ministry, a plan of an^cdesiastical establishment iotCanada 
was formed, on which a Bishop might easily have* been 
grafted, and was laid before a committee of council. But 
opinions diffeved there, and proper persons covdd not be 
persuaded to attend; and in a while the ministry changed. 
Incessant apfxlkation was made to the new ministry : some 
slight .hopes were given, but na one step taken. Yestoday 
the ministry was changed again, as you may see in the pa*- 
persr but whether any change will happen' in our concern^ 
and Whether for the better or the worse, I cannot so much 
as guess; Of late, indeed, it hath not been prudent to do 
any thing, unless at ^utbec,- and thereibre the address from 
the Clergy of Connecticut, which arrived here in December 
last, and that S^m the Clergy of Kevo-Tori and Ifew-yersey, 
which arrived in January, have not been presented to 
the King. But he hath been acquainted with the purport 
of them, and directed them to be postponed to a fitter time. 
In the mean while, I wish the Bishop of London would 
take out a patent like Bishop Gibson's^ only somewhat im- 
proved: for then he might appoint commiesaries, and we 
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lime mtetided, with thow eommteuMs at 4Mur ]mi& Hs 
«ppea».iBMrilUng; batlbope^kbixiayatloigtlibeptonMlBdi 
tost. lUqaests Iwre beas niidtt to ae umI oilMr BiilM|% 
fink fiv ooontenanee, thai ftr coatriknttimH^ t» Mn Wxfift- 
ftodt't-tottmadioiL •••••« 



THO. CANT, 



Lttter from MUkep TsmzeK m Dr, loBirson;. 



ifed, M iMttMy a> yon cm •wiafa ana <» de^ thu dwtrcit of 
tiie Americana in being oUiged» at lo mnch haiaid and «s- 
|WQae» to Gone to thia covniay for Qrdan : bat I o«m I ai» 
no pto^iect of a spoedy vemady to it They who aia ate> 
jnies to tha measuie of an Epiaoopacyy triiaibcr oia yoav 
part of the globe or obss» have hitherto foimd meaaa ta ifm^ 
Tcat its taking place, thoagh no measuie can be bencr 
•nited to every principle of true poticy, none can he moie 
eonetstent with, every idea I have formed of truly rd^oiM 
liberty. We want no oQier motives for declaring our sentt- 
mentt and wishes on the subject, bat what arise from the 
expediency, I had almost said the necessity, of putting ^le 
As»»iQan Church upon a more respectable plan, by the ap* 
pmntment of a BidK^ But whatever ai« our sentimeaas 
or wishes, we must leave it to the disere^n and iN^sdam 
Q^ government to. chooae the time fov adapting that meft- 
fwe* Wheti9«r«aahali live to lee Hunt day it ia the hands 
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of God alone. . Wewkh onlj that we could look iartnoA 
with plessnie and enjo/ the thought. 

Accept^ Sur, my beat wishes for every thing which may 
contribute to your health and happiness, and assure yourself 
that I anOf with gceat truth and sincerity ». 

Your affectionate brother^ 

RIC. LONDOKf^ 



letters ficm^JMcfpLioyrvu to Dr. Jobwsohl- 

JOondm, Ma^S,17em 
Xjbv. SxB| 

Tain fftaidf obliged to you for thi 
h^OBto£ your letter, and for the' agreeable present with 
wluch it was accompanied. I have read yoar Hebrew and 
Bngfish Gnimmar with much satbfaction, and, 1 think, ia 
both parts, it is as dear and as full as any thing I have met 
with in so small a compass. I am f^bd to find that the 
study of Hebrew hath made a beginning, and some kind of 
progveso in Ifhrth^-jhneriea.' and I doubt not, that, having, 
been so weH- introduced, and stiU enjoying the same patroav 
•ge and assistance, it iriSk. oontinue to increase aod, in 
time, flourish. 

I am really not qualified to pve yon my opinion, as yon 
cfosire, of Mr. PARKBumsT's Lexicon. I never have read 
the book, and my time has been otherwise so taken iqs of 
l«te, that I have not been able to examine it snffidently to 
fbrm a propev judgment of it. The most capital book we 
have in that kind, i think, iaDr. TAviion's Hebrew Con>* 
•etdancfi in two vols, liolio. He goes .very much i^n th* 



pnmmfU vttk Mr. PAmsBtur. He Hfpoic* A» 

Ipnme idea of tbe root to borinied tluough all the deriwi^ 
i; aind ia often vaqr hapiqr in tracing it duoiigh itt ••- 



Aft I think you wtU W g^ to have a note factkalar 
count than, pethapi) you wULoiharwiw meet with, of Ae 
ppgw a of a veiy great and important litentfy midertaking,^ 
I aend yon aoma copies of Dr. Ksniticott's last AnnnaL 
Account of the CcUation of die Hebrew MSS. of tilie 0]d> 
Testament : to which I have added a few copies of arp^ua- 
phlet ycty )utS^ pvUished by th* same author i- which i» 
generally allowed to contain, and to set in a dear lights . 
n indnbitabte and very striking .proof of the* ezp^diencr 
and real utility of the above-mentioned undertaking- Yo|i 
will diq;MMe of theaa among yoqr friends, as you please. 
i beg the fikvour of you to send a oqyy of cadi to Ds* 
CjiAirsLSXt and to Dr; AvcHicvTyi together with t|M| 
letter diiected to each of thenw. which I take the liberty to 
aaglttse in this nacket* 

I beg likewise your acoeptanoe of a snaS Treatise tm 
Xs^gjUeh Grammar i.. which L should not have presumed to 
Iwve troubled), you wiklw had I not seen that, while yo» 
vera employing your paina<0A the most ancieut and im- 
portant of the learned languages, you (tid-not think tbp 
cultivation of our own unworthy of your laboians. 

Aa to the great and important design of an American 
Bipiscopate* I see.no immediate prgapect of its being cwriM 
intoieaecorioo.. While the staMi of. afiairs. both with on 
indiwdth jgoup continues just as it now is, I em afraid vn 
jnay not expect moth to be done in it. I semetbnea talk 
ever these natters with much iieedom with your worthy 
aim* fi^m. whose agiaeable convosatien I veap nnieh aAr 



lWt>s«$ M I receive Inmi liim tht btjft inl<wt4attott df 
/<tc ij thin; wUting to the affairs of Ammca, It wHl give 
ne great j^easure to hew by hjati, from ttoie to time, o£ 
your welfare : and that you may eo^y aU hstklk and ksippt* 
HtBlif i» the hearty prayer cf, 
ileveiead Shr* 
Tow «Qst ebedieat hiiffiUe servaiit, 

R^OXFOiyOw 
iP. iS^ Sifiee t^ aboirt was writtwa, I have piocttied £000. 
cepies of Dr. KvNvneoTf'^ Aecomit for the year 't7€B^ 
yAw:^ I have added to the others, the nlher, as it eon*. 
t0flxm a cdrioiis aocotiot of the oldest editions of thopria|edi 
Hebrew Bible. Be {leased to ^Masgeve, that what Dr. XL 
has undertaken is to collate all the mantiKripts of tihs He* 
brew QiUe that «re in Sxig)aiid; and to procure coHationt 
of the bestMSS. from- other parts ei££uro{)e> as far as hie 
sabscriptum sfaatt enfldite hiab 



iLondba, Maj'tS, %779. 
Rev. Si», 

^ I take the liberty of troubling my good 
friend, yoar son, with the oomveyance of a packet to you, 
containing six copies of Dr. K:fiNNicoTT*8 publication for 
this year, which you will receive with the greater satis- 
faction, as it contains a complete account of the wboks 
andertakiag of the coUatien of the Hebrew MSS. of the 
Old Testanieot ; eoUecting together the several account* 
befiore published, with the accoant for the last year; witU 
which the oblation is closed, h remaiiis now to digest and 
mstltoiazc ibe vamtions oottectediL i^ an editicHi of thf 



9B4 Jihiap ZoteA to Dt. ^obnacn. 

Hebf«w Bible, with-aH the vamtions, which are eaDceal* 
ingly Humerons, at the bottom of each page ; in which im- 
pertsnt and laborious work, I trust, he will not want pro- 
per encouragement and support. 

As I am particularly obliged to Dr. Smith, ProTOSt of 
Pbiladelpbia college, >for a present- of his late Sermon ; and. 
to 'Dr. Chandler, for his Appeal Defended ; and, soma 
time ago, to the author of a Vindication of the Bishop of 
Landaff** Sermon, whom I have lately found to be Mr. 
Ikglis, for his judicious, well-written pamphlet; I beg yov 
would be so good as to send to each of those gentlemen, 
with my compliments, a copy of Dr. Kxnnicott's Ac- 
oeunt. I •suppose Dr. Inglis is settled in Nbrtb-JmencOt 
but I do not know. 

I am, with the greatest regard and esteem, 
'Reverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

R. OXFORD. 

P, S. To Dr. Ksnnicott's Account I have added six 
copies of his Proposals, just come from the press; by which 
yen will see in what tnin that great undertaking is at 
present. 



London, May 16, 1771. 

Rev. Sir, 

Though 1 have nothing at present in the 
Ktcrary way to communicate to you, yet 1- cannot omit^ac-^ 
knowledging your kind letter of December last. Dr. 'Keh- 
NicoTi goes on upon the plan whioh he published last year. 
His Majesty, in consequence of Uie general recommendation 
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of tbc Bishops,* has been pleased to give him a good esta- 
blishment ; and has placed him in a utuation the most pro- 
per for the canying on of his great work, in a canonry 
of Christ Church, Oxford, I wish it were as much in my 
power as, were there an- opportumty, it would certainly be 
in my inclination, to promote your useful proposal of esta- 
blishing a Hebrew Professorship in JTortb^America. We 
must leave to God's good providence this and many other 
improvements in that country, and I jdoubt not of their be- 
ing in due time accomplished^ . 

With sincerest wishes for your health and haj^ness, and 
with the truest regard, I am, Rev^ Sir, 

Your most obedient bumble servant, 

R.OXFORD; 



ZAtterJrvm Bithop LowTfi to Dr. Cbandlxk. 

Rxv. Sir, 

I hope you will liave the goodness 
to excuse my sufierii^ -the letter with which you favoured 
me a yesu> ago, to lie by me so long unacknowledged. iThe 
real occasion of my neglect was the iUness by which I was . 
laid up almost the whole of last summer. I intended to 
have written to you before I left London i but I was taken 
ill here, and by imprudently attempting a journey to Oxford" 
sbire, in order to be ready to attend my duty there, I became 
much worse. I thank God I have perfectly recovered from 
this very dangerous illness, so as not to be at all sensible of 
any remainsi or bad consequencea of it 

T 



4m JtUk^JLat»b4oJ0t.Vkmatk. 



«%a for ine» of aetiiig Mi. Moobs. I wappam h^'HA mdt 
•nive h/ose liU wSmr I wm gone iiiiii tbc coottrjF. IdbnaC 
lonovr uriietiicr he wctit to Omfaid «r Aot; iHifc febarcX*w» 
«ot able ta see aBf «iie <HrflMB]r iMoikii. 

I am in a JkMi^ wnmat «f tiiaiikf to yoa £pv j>Miygi< »Mfc 
jmd vahaUe Iketwy p i e ae n te, bcA coclwiiitiicul aad ]mII- 
Ikil. ia dui tint f bnc, te frour cxodtei V%ndkafti«i«f 
<lie Iftemocy «f Avdiibislup Svcasa^ tke gieaMMt, tlKteM^ 
and the most unexceptionable «Auim^ tfaeatmnr «OBiflidHi- 
cal aanab faspre to bout of. Wiiat 7«a«af ia Mgwi to me- 
in p. 47, is perfectly true. If I had beeo coaMdMd in odhnr 
to give infcta»ii«i» I aiBMNildiian« added; Hutt as soon as I 
ivceived tlie pamphlet, I went immediately to the author, 
and expressed to him, in strong terms, my disapprobation 
of the thing itself, and in particular of his addressing it to 
me, whose great veneration for ATchbisho|i Sbckes's me- 
mory he well knew. But, in truth, it wu a most injudicious*, 
impotent, and contemptible attack; and fer the very Utde 
time in which it was taken notice of, it only exposed the au- 
thor. The pamphlet which you hare answered, was rocBhn- 
«d heee wkh Bwdh ^i9w sasne contempt, but with somewhat 
want indigaation \ but had v«ry tittle effoct in aafwcRDg the 
•trthor^s pwpoM. It was disreguidcd, and sofiered to 
nuri^iDut anifnadveesion, Knd I think rightly. The oaae 
you was very different ; your neiglhlKnirs were not ao weff 
informed, and yon faaive dose very good sendee hy effiecto- 
ally refuting k. 

But the nation in genend is highfy obliged to you Cor yonr 
three political pan^hlets; whkh, I am sure, if fdain reaeon 
and good sense, strongly aad forcibly urged, and placed ia 
the clearest Hght, can asoet widi »ay «tteationi mot fa9«« 
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iMda fgeemtAct, as Meed I ktu tiMry lumi mA I iMpt 

And now, Sir, what akaU I ttigrto fO« upott this 91MI: 
I indnBp«taMkbilfa$ecC? lAeddkMKcnterintoitwCiyljIi^lr,. 

^ fipr I c«i n^e ymi my t>p«iioii im 9, vecy §ew wt>idb* Miu 

Vabdill did me the favour, voy kie^y o£ coniiinimcai>^ 
^ if^p to ine d Ucter of yours to him,^ dated in March. My 
lentiments in regard to what was tlien doaag,. and what 
was fit to be done, coincide most exacdy with yours. I 
will add what appears to me here, and at this time : The- 
Ministry, you will see, are very much in earnest, and the 
Bation is as much ia earnest as they are; for the parliamen- 
tary supremacy is not merely the ministerial, but the national 
cause, and I think will never be given up while the nation 
has ability and strength to support it. At the same time* 
there is a strong desire of reconciliation, and a perfect rea- 
diness to grant the colonies easy, Uberal, and generous terms,, 
in properly limiting and circumscribing the power and exer*^ 
cise of taxation. 

If it shall please God that these unhappy tumults be 
quieted, and peace and order restored (which event I and 
sanguine enough to think is not far distant), we may rea- 
sonably hope that our governors will be taught, by experi- 
ence, to have some regard to the Church of England in 
America, * • • • • • ••• 

But it will be time enough to consider what ought to be 
dontf^ when so blessed an opportunity shall offer itself. • 

I beg your acceptance of a new edition of my Lectures, 
and a Sermon, if they should come to your haSids; for I 
do not know but that they may be contraband goods, and 
non-importable. However, I shall with this consign tbem 



to Ae eaM of my fnend Mr. VAmBiL!., wbose conv«nt« 
tioa and informatioii on the inbject of Ammea has been dT 
gfeat ferviee and satisfaction to me. 
. With the sinoerest regard, and Uie highest esteem, I 
have the honour to be. Rev. Sir, your most obe^ent aad 
«flectionate hnmble servant, 



R. OXFORD. 



Lomim, H99 V^ lTrS,< 



THE END. 



v^H-s^ 
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